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F. "Ts: Introduction. 


PF Hile there #5 a City of God, 
and a City of the Devil, 4 
Kingdom of Light, and. «a: 
Ko of Darkneſs, we 
muſt expe , that Truth and 
6 Virtue will be oppoſed by Sin, 
and Falſhodd'; and the more important any Truth s; 
the greater Poirier it will meet with from, the- 
| inftrumemsof Unrighteouſneſs. | 
He that reads the Hiſtory of the Church, will find 
1 how-in every Age, one or other hath ftarted up. to 
! bark againſt the Light, and even then, .when Mira- 
| cles ſhined, and Wonders were frefth, and . Signs 
| from Heaven accompanied the DFirine.; falſe Apr- 
files transformed ſometimes into Avgets of Light, 
| have rifen, to undermine the Strufture. 
There ns not .an Article of our Faith, but what hath 
| been contradifled, and there is nothing ſo' Sacred, 
| bar the Enemy of Mankind batb found out perſons to 
| ſerve bim in the polluting it. Nor. muſt we wonder, . 
| to find Truth aſſaulted, and its Beanty in danger vf 
i being ſullied. It would not look, ſo Glorious if it wite 
4 not reſiſted, and its Brightneſs dath in a great mca- 
fure, riſe, from the Quiver thart-rarules againſt ir, 
': fromthe glittering-Spear and the Shield, The Dares . 
thrown againſt it, ſhew its worth, and the rage of 
Enenues diſcovers its ineſtimable value; the price 
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| of the Treaſure is enhanced by. the. praflices of 
| Thzeves , and that there are_thoſe, who attempt 
| the ſlealing of it, raiſes an appetite, and gree- 
| dineſs in others, 80 embrace and keep it. 
| Ind:ed;" Truth ket a Fed $ runs Cpbt imto war 
| T1015 Branches, fome whereof may be better ſpared, 
| raanathers, and though, te cut the x Jnue 1: dug 
| Ferous, ard 1.Jkraon:, yet, as 17 maif Bodies, %a 
| wound in tis Arm, 8 not fo prrnicious as 3h the Bow 
| els, and there 15 a vaſ? difference betwhen and at ci- 
gental Flead-ach, aud a Diſeaſe that mcrolcbes 
when the. Vitals 5 ſa while the leſſer Bonughs of 
Tv1ith arg marred, thouzh it mgy be .#þe. cauſe of 
rhſt” Grief, yet we ran. exerciſe that mece bf Chgs 
1:ty, which: bearcrh all things, but-#t enough £0, 
\ put 143 wrt, of all paticnce, to fee the heart of the 
Tee lerelf'd at, and the Sap that feeds, and gives 
it life, 12 danger of being dried up. 

Such x the degeneracy of. the Age we live in, 
that the tery' Fundamentals of Religion are ſtruck 
a', td thiurh Medeſty was never any quality of the 
Devil, except it were iN order to Deceive, yet his 
Foldyels at this time ſeems to ſtep out of the com- 
men Road, and though Praftical Arheiſm bath, 
een the flratagem, he hath made uſe of all along, 
ve!, his-grand endeauour how, .qnd of late years, 1- 
29 lead Men into Speculative ; And we ſee it hath 
/o far prevailed with almdance of Men, that they . 
are grown very Indifferent, whether. they believe any {| 
thing at all, concerning God br Religion. £4 

* As there nr no. error, but what Men pretend to 
rive ſome reaſon for, ſo it's like the Lukewarmneſs * 
of ſerxe, the horrid Debauchery of others, the Di-. 
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eoſin that are among Chriſtians, and the Animo 
fities of one party againſt another, and I will be bo'd 
to mention, the late Revolution. tos, or rather the © 
nuy/conſtrution of it, may be alledged, as canſes of 
this Indifferency. Bur where Men . will not be at 
the pains of ſeparating the Droſs from the G11d, and 
are loath to diftingusſh the 31] Digeſtion, from the 
goodneſs of the Food,. or are for rejeting. the uſe of 
things, becauſe they are ane ll by perſons, wi 
Idol:ze their Intereſt, or which # as bad, from the 
srrepulatsty of Prafite, infer a falſity of Dofrene, 
they muſt neceſſarily run into ſtrange Conceits, and 
moke that an Argument of unbelief, which ſhou;d 
engage them to a firifter Enquiry. | 
We may - juſtly look, upon't, as a ſpecial AA of 
God's Providence, as Weeds do grow, ſtill ro 
raiſe up Men to root them up, and to oppoſe 
the ſpreading Infetion by ' ſuitable Antidones, "thy 
he doth, though few take notice of it, that he may 
not leave himſelf without witneſs, and to render 
thoſe, who are willingly catcht with theſe deceitficl 
Baits, inexcuſable. Indeed it i not every exciſ*, 
will take with an Al-intelligent Being, and for Poo- 
ple to pretend, that they cannot be ſatisfied in tre 
great Principles of Religion, which are to make 
them good, and ſerviceable to God and Man, cither 
beeanſe of the different Opimons about 'them, or be- 
cauſe of the ill uſe, that ſome make of them, or be- 
cauſe it u hard to know the Truth, s a frivilons Piea 
when we ſee, they are more inquiſitive after things, 
which make againſt Religion, then after that,wi1ch 
can be ſaid for it, and wilfully neglet peruſing, ard 
conſidering Books, which afſert and vindicite the 
A 3 fower 


The .Introduction: 
zower of it; and. greedily ſwallow the frath of witty: 
Men, ſpew'd out againſt its force, and energy. Since 
Atheiſm and Indiffterency have made. thoſe incurſi-* 
ons ufo 1s,, which. to our : Sorrow we behold, many* 
admzrable Treatiſes have come forth to:baffle ts prt>* 
tences, Rut theſe are very carefully ſhun'd by the" 
l:cſer fert, or .if any. ſach be put irito their hands, 
they ore rejefted with a Laugh, and a merry Jeſt 
takes with them more, then the moſt judicious Rea* 
fanings,. | | , 
$o f:nd are Men of ruining themſelves, and ſcrape: 
together, what: traſh they can, #6 fertifie themſelves 
\ againſt ſubſtantial Goodneſs. However, God us hind, 
:: afferding them helps to. free themſetves from the: 
Dovil's ſnares, and if theſe Helps be wilfully reje&- 
cd, it i ſeon gueſſed, - at whoſe door their Deſtruttion 
will (5c. Lv 
Truth ſhall triumph at liſt, and all. the -prophane 
Herd ſhall find, when 3t 3s too late,,3t- may'be, " they 
bad a God t0 deal with, that will-nmot be mocked; 
Since nothing can ſatisfie them, but - experience of 
Ged's Juſtice, they ſvall find it to their coſt, and by 
intolerable anguiſh of Mind, be coxvined of that 
which th:y would nat be perſuaded to believe, by. the, 
rareſt Reafſen. | | ; 
Good Lord 1 That there ſhould be 'a necifſiry of tax 
king pains to perſuade Men, that they are nt Beaſts, 
and that their Reaſon,Capacities, and Powers of thear 
Souls,require fometh;rg mere then Eating and D: 3k: 
ing, and Sleeping, and mind:ag their Buſineſs, and 
Plealurcs in the Wild! This bath been ſo fiilly der 
n aaſtrated by Biſe end Confiderate Men, that one 
word think, there [\:uuld &e 19 16:m left fore. Subter- 
/ 714 u_ 
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Friges,and Evaſions, and as: ſuch perſons juſtly have: 
thought, they could not employ their Talew's: ' bet-- 
ter, - then..i# .afſexting.<the * ſtrong » foundatsons-- of 
Religion, ſo they deferve. Eternal Commendations,for 
letting the World ſees. that whatever" attempts hav# 
been made to ruine it, its pillars, like that of the' 
Earth, . ave. unmoveable, and its+- Notions ſo' riveteed 
into our Natures, that we muſt pr deny our Beings 
before we.can deny tt+-Pri 

The ſame F mat fayof the. ke WFEWY Pa ers, 
who obſerving the ſlrange. — thas abroad: 
iu the World, hath. endeavaur d to:daſhthar Child 
again{t rhe ſtones." Hs Arguments | are ſtrong, and 
weighty, and bis Anſwers to the.Cavils and Excep- 
tions. of. Atheiſtzcal Men, ſhort, but pithy,and ſuch 
as mas. ſatsfie. Men, . whobave. not totally abandoy'd 
the Dictates of right Reaſon. ©: 

_ Religion $5.4 thing fitved.. toxonr- «Renſoir and the 
wore our Reaſon 1s employ'd.about. it; the more its ne= 
ceſſity and Beauty, and Glory will appear. - That Men 
are ſa Indifferent about it, the principal ' cauſe 1, 
becauſe ratiomal. Conſideration .' us excluded, and. 
they are. puided more « by their | Sences. then 
their .Reaſm. They are. for the maſt part "brought 
up, and educated inta ſen{uality, and whatever grats> 
ſes their Sences, 1s made the darling Objett of their 
Eove, and; becauſe Relig rien lays a reſtraint upon the 
le nſual Appetite, tiey are very willing to entertain 
prejudices againſt it, and any little exception ſerves 
as an Arginent againſt-ſubmitting to the: Holy Law) 
of it. The deeper pare thu ſenſuality takes, ths 
more Religion is weakened, and thruſt out, till in 
time the common Prinesples of it are queſtion'd, and 
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The IntroduCtion. 
atiaſt, if it may be done with ſafety, as-to the Law , 
of the Land, tlened. | 
It's love to. Vicey that vorrupsr Mens Underſtand> 

Ing, and if we examine and ſexreh tnto the root of 
alk it - will be, farod that this. Indifferenicy 33 mat-: 
ters of Religion proceeds from Mens being additted 
ao ſome Sin; or other, they are loth to part "with; and 
becarfe the ſtriiex Rules of Religzon, art mconſiſtent 
with their unbrideled Laſts, they think it their Inte- 
reſt to ab#nden it," or if. they retain my thing of it, 
it 5.only a ſhadow, end. no more. \ | 

There. #* 1atizing fo bad, but-wnay be colou*d over 
with ſpeciaus Arguments, and unthinking Men are 
feon gravell'd with ſuch kind of Objeftions, eſpecial- 
oy; the byaſſe be toward evil ;\ for then a very weak: 
Argument will draw, and what it wants in flrength, 
# made up by the power of a vicious Inclingtion. This 
g4ves it weight, and makes that ' concluſrve, which at 
other times would ſcarce deſerve -a moment of ſerious 
Conſideration. 

That Irecommend the prrufal of this Book , # not 
fo mrich to: gratiſie the Bookſeller, as to promote the 
pithlich Good 3 The Wark is uſefu!, and may help to 
reform the. times, and put a fiop to the growth of 
Licentionſneſs, The mcancſt Reader my benefit 
hingelf by it, mid it will:/urmiſh him with Anſwers 
to the vulgar Objections of Libertines. The ſmall- 
neſs of 1ts Bulk will be an encouragement to lock 
et over, and the ſolid Reoſons made uſe of , will Ly 
the Bleſſing of God convinc? him, there is ſome= 
thing mire in Religion, then Fancy. 
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Here are. fo- many os now a _ 
” who believe, that. all Religions are In- 
.Aiffereny, that *ris not. a .thing to be.. 
... wonder'd ar, If. ſomerhing in Oppoſi- 
rion ro ms growing Mi(chiet.ſhguld be wpitzen 

upon this ſubjecF.., Bur we. cannot for rbear tg ob-- 
ſcrve,' that there. are five arr of Pepſans wieup>, 
hold 'this Indifferency. 

1. There are ſome who do. it purely. out. of 
Aﬀection ro Liþerttthilm, and becauſe that Natu- 
rally they love ro be Independent. They. will. 
not acknowledge any Maſter.over em, to,thg, end 
they may be able tw lay, believe, 2nd do what-. 
ever they pleaſe, withour fearing to give an.Acs+ : 
count hereafter. | 

2. Others there are who do, it, our. of Vanity.; 3; 
to the end they. may be thought ro.be Wits of the 
Firſt Order, thaz,dildain ro herd with thoſe thar 
follow the Common Opinion: AAS theſe People 
ar. firſt are bur weakly convinc'd,;of ; what ; they 
ſay ; bur by publ! ng. continually, their Singular 
Sentiments, they. come to. be fally perſuaded of. 
the Truth of 'em art laſt, and haughrily fer rhem- 
ſelves in the Rank of the People difabus'd, look- 
ing with piry upon the Reſt of Ate World, that; 

uturity, 
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The Preface. 
3. There are ſome who do it out of Sloth5 
becanfe-rhey witl not give-themfetves the Trou- 
ble of Examining Religions:  So-thar they fuf- 
= themſelves ro wt ry ſ{urprized by the-Rea- 
ons of, our Pretended Soaxing Hits; ing- 
rhemſelyes by rt means YelwereÞfrom weed 
they onght to rake in a more diligent and labo- 
rjous Scrutiny. . | . 
4. Others uphold rhis Opinion becauſe. they 
find & very convenient for preſerving their Eftates 
and ther Honours, which/ rhey. prefer before. 
Frath, and love beyond alt things in the World.. 
"$\'' There are ſome who'do 'it, not becauſe. 
they believe 'afl 'Religioths to be Indifferent, but. 
becauſe rhey have pecttiar Senriments of Religi-- 
on, which they dare not ſow abroad until they 
have Inſinuared, thar *ris-a very Indifferent thing 
what Men believe, that they: may not offend "em 
with their Opimons. 
- Thar which is moſt ro be Lamenred is this, that 
theſe Witd Opinions very much corrupt and taint, 
Others, which ' they do with ' ſo much rhe leſs. 
trouble, 1, Becauſe that naturally we love Li- 
berty, and ' we would willingty be Independenr, 
2. Becauſe we are pufft up wirh Pride, and thar , 
there is nothing thar pleaſes us ſo much as to be 
diftinguiſt'd from others. 3. Becauſe labour di- 
flikes' us, and for that we- foye not that which-, 
puts us to any hardftip. 4. Becauſe we have too , 
great an Aﬀetipbn for our Wealth, and for thar 
- 1t is a great Trouble to us to quit the Pleaſures-. 
and Comfortable Conveniences of this Life, 
There is nothing left uneflay'd ro ſurprize thoſe | 
Pious Souls thar"{eek ro work onr their Sal m—_ 
here. 


_ 4a 


"There is greaz care taken to. make 'em. under- 
{tand thax they ought to make Chriſtian Moralicy 
rheir Srudy, and that there :is nothing, bur Mo- 
rality to be *preack'd. up. Fhey tell, us, that we 
have need w bg-cor d and reproved ; - that the 
Greateſt patt-of Men. ſufficiently knows the Will 
of God, bur that few praftiſe ir, This is agreed; 
bur the Chief Aim of thoſe who "thus diſcourſe, 
is artificially to inſinuare,. that there is no-necef> 
ir of rarmenting dur. ſelves,, about. what 'we 
ought ro helieve; only that we ought to-live well. 
And'rhus the People is 1nſenſibly ro be- 
heve, that al Aofgions are Indifferent. How- 
 eyer, we muſt She lodas, that. they who are 
of rhis Opinion are nor all alike corrupt; bur: yer 
-they are lyfficiently. erroneous for us. to d 
'the Misfortune of this Age, 4 kt = Fairh- 
fyleo-fertthe-thenmfetves againtft lufions, 
thar we have pndeztakgn this Treatiſe, and with 
an endeavpur/tp recaH/thoſe thax are-gone aftray. 
This is the pnly aim that we have-propoſed-'to 
our. ſelves, and. hev-ro..get the: Repurarion. of 
an, Author. : Wes! conjure : all -rhoſe that read 
Mhs.Lude Majaats inftrive with themiſtives and 
10-read:it -with'-Applieztion. We 'befeech "em 
"NOT-tO'TeR b Mebrbeg 'Eibertine's Sheridan thar 


Seoffs at thing, bur wirh a defire to ſearch 
our the Tt of and” with the ſame diligence that 
they ſtudy 'Scienges, Let 'em I—_—_ | 


1» Thar'the Aiffaite 36-Ha hereabout. 2 Thi 
ef lirtle [mportance, .Gnce in:cancetns:thetr @4 
Eternally Miſcratile: if they. ave deccivid;- as we 
ſhall make appear un this Tregrile, | 


/ 


go— ee EEE ee ——_——_———___——_——_—— _ 


—_— - > "= 


% 


"reface. 
'2. Ler 'em'nor reject what we ſhall fay, under 
prerence- of meeting with" Reaſons that '”are nor 
fully convincing. For rho there "Were, but one 
pood Reaſon in a' 'Chapter, "rwere enough to 
oblige *em ro rerurn from their Waridrings. 

3- That rhey ought nor ro deſpiſe the Argu- 
ments, under prerence thar rhey have heard em 
ſeveral times ; bur ler 'em carefully exarfine erH, 
and lay aſide their Ptejudies. 

- 4. Laftly,; Thar it is not enough to find ſome 
petty fault,” to reject the Reaſons which are' pro- 
duce; for thar* rhere is Hothing fo caſte as to 
oppoſe ſome lizele Sophiſms ts good Arguments. 
But let *em conſult rheir own Conſciedices: 1 
, moſt Heartily Beſeech Almighty God to Pive.s 
'Bleffing to my weak” Endeayours. 
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WPherein, after we hive þ 4 that there is = 
God, we ſhew ler” perfor. That be 
#s the Author of all the Good which # in the Crea- 
cures, -and that we ought v1 #r and Honour 
Y -bim, 


HE Dn Wh. ſd 
Evident, that no Man - can it 
withour combating his own - Rea- 
ſon, There's noneceffiry of ftrain* 
ing our Endeavours to. believe it; 

for that Man muſt pur a Violence upon hier 

who _ - contradict Lara of it, there” 7 

1s no need © rommaging raphy ical, high- 

flown, far- ferch'd a” ſcarcely v__ the 
each 
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lideration of this ſame ſpacious Univerſe expos'd 
to our Eyes, and all the Creatures we behold 
within ir, together with the Correſpondency, the 
Symmetry and Relation of the lev 
ble parts to the Whole, is fi 
all people that will liften to ul calon. For 
as {or thoſe that are nor"ſtruck with the ſenfible 
Marks which the Author  of:Nature has im- 
printed on his Works,: they Wilt never ſubmit zo 

the Force of Diſpute. The moſt E- 
*Crcero l.2, loquent, "and mol Learned of the 
Nat. Dee= * Romans was fabver-ruld by this 
FM. particular Proafthat- he makes no 

{cruple ro maintain, after'a great Phi- 
loſopher, that if Men.ſhgwd.,of a ſudden,ſtart up 
from under the EarthgFhere they had remain'd 
in Darkneſs fran wh& Lime of their Birth, and 
- all ar once beholdTthe Land, the Sea, and Hea- 
vens ; the Beauty, the vaſt Body and wonderful 
Effets of the Sun, they would not fail to ac- 


mf to convince 


knowledge a Deity, and to confeſs that the whole | 


w.:ich they contemplated was the Workmagnſhip 
ct a God, © 

In ſhort, either we muſt believe that the Mar- 
ter is Eternal, or that the World is the Ettect ef 
C'hance; or elſe we muſt acknowledge that there 
is an All-powerful Being which made both the 
one and the other, Now it cannot be faid, rhat 
a Dead and Inſenfible Maſs,ſuch as was the Mar- 
ter, 15 an, Erernall Being, and withour any Begin» 
ping, becauſe it would be the Greatelt of all 


, © Abturdiries, to aſcribe ro the Vileſt of all Beings, 
xliz Chictclt of all Perfections, which is. ro exiſt 
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Reach of moſt Men's Underſtanding. The Con: : 
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of ir ſelf, . Beſides, in regard that Motion is not 


Eſſential ro. the Matter, tho' it ſhould be tup- 
pos'd--to. be Erernal, we ſhould be till putring 
the Queſtion, when.it began to have Motion ? 
Who ir wa$*that gave 1t the firſt Impreflions ? 
Who it wagthat ſhapd it into ſo many various 
Figures > Whamade this Motion fo juſt and Re- 
gular ; and whe it was that produc'd ſuch an In- 
finite variety ofECreatures out of one and; the 
ſame Matter ? So:that when all is done, we muſt 
come to one Sovereign Being, which we call 
GOD.. S 

It cannot be ſad: that this Vaſt Univerſe is 
the Effect of ChanG&@or. that it, was the Acci- 
dental Meeting of oo: little Bodies which 


| pfoduc'd it. - 'The PagamPhiloſopher;who main- 


rain'd this Opinion, thak#Narure mufſter'd roge- 
ther all the  Aromes. bf, her Wiſdom. ro compole* 
it, ſeems ro me no leſs Extravagant in this par-, 
ricular then He, who,beholding ſeveral Picturcs, 
wherein were to be obſerv'd alt the Rulcs of 
Exact and Elaborate Painting, and a great Num- 
ber of Figures curiouſly drawn, ſhould ſay, that. 
it was the Workmanſhip of Chance, or that the 
Colours mix:d ſo Arrfully rogether of themſelves. 

Whar Man of found Judgment can be ſo yain 
to'think,' that 1t was Chance that made the F/bole 
which we Contemplate, the Heavens, the Earth, 
the Sun, the Stars, the Planrs and Animals ; Thar 
it was Chance, . that in the Wombs of our Mo- 
thers form'd.a Piece of Workmanſhip fo perfe&t 
as that of .our Bodies, whoſe Srructure, Fioure, 
Organs, Members, their, wonderful Symmetry - 
and juſt Proportion, is ſtill the Admiration of 
, B 2 Human 
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; corredts and governs 'em ; that ſearches 
- vents and. finds-out, thoſe things that Teem'd im- 


. dy ſtir up Thoughts in the 
.of Motions in the Body. 

once deny theſe ro be the W 
'Perfect Being. 
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Human Wiſdom : that ir was Chance, which 
produc'd our Souls; thar Soul which thinks, 
which raiſes it ſelf above our Sences, and which 


ter,” 


poſſible for Human Reach. -Laſtlys thar ir was 


: Chance, Which unired this Soul fa*perfectly with 


the Body, that ſuch and ſach motions of the Bo- 
pat and fuch and 
fuch Thoughts ofthe Soul;which-produce variety 
effainly we muſt no 
longer pretend to make uſe afour Reaſon, if we 
ks of an All-pow- 
erful, moſt Wiſe, All-underſtanding, and moſt 

Se thar I ſhall not ugflertake ro refure thoſe, 
who in defence of *Ep##rus, adyenture to bring 
ſome Examples of what Chance is able to per- 
form, Far theres 16 little proportion berween 
what they alledge, and the Crearures which we 
ſpeak of, that *ris a'wonder that People who pre- 
rend to Wir, ſhould -employ it in ſuch feeble 


Proofs, I might as eafily prove, that becaule ir 


ſo happens, that three or four Letters may be ſs 
thrown together by chance, as to form a word ; 


.a Man mighr as cafily make a Poem as accom- 


pliſt'd as Virgil's Eneads. Nay, tho I ſhould 
grant thar Chance might form ſome one of thoſe 


Creatures which we every day admire ; Shall we 


from thence infer, that it was Chance that ſo well 
order'd all things, as te preſcribe to every thing 
rhe particular Uſe that 3s affign'd ir, or that ſo 
well joyn'd and plac'd regether all things, as ro 


be uletul rhe one-to the other, the Heavens to 


the 
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7 the Earth, the Farth ro the Plants, the Plants to 


rhe Creatures ? Tho Chance might frame an Eye, 
how is-it"pgtfible for us-ro conceive, that Chance 


alſs made ther Ligbr, without which, the Eyes 
would fignifienothing 7 
Seeing then "that matrer is not Erernal, and 


vas hot miade of it (elf, cither by 
Chance or the concurrence of Atoms, according 
ro Epicurus, of neceflity we muſt conclude, thar 
there is an Almighty Being that made ir, ſince no- 
thing but an infirate Power could draw the firtt 
Matter out of Nothing, or give it: ſo. lovely: a 
Form. And this All Powerful Being. is- that 
which we call God. 

It may be objected perhaps, that Nature is the 
cauſe of all thoſe Grear Effects ; 'tis ſhe, fay 
they, that cauſes the Plants to 1prout and ſhoor 
forth, that gives Life to Men, &6e. But all this 
while, what dothey mean by Nature ? Is it 1 
Intelligent Cauſe ? ora Blind and Stupid Caule ?. 

_ If it be a Stupid Cauſe, how-comes it ro act with: 
fo much Wiſdom ?' If it be an Intelligent Cauſe, 
.endu'd with infinite Wiſdom, is. not this the cal- 

I}, [ling of Narure that which we call God-?- Or if- 

| they mean by Narture, that Order which ap- 
pears in the Production, Generation: and: Preſer-- 
vation of every Creature; then who eftabliſh'd 
that Order, but that ſovereign Being-which we 
all adore ? 

'Tis then moſt certain thar there is a God ;;and-* 
we have no deſign to enlarge any farcher upgn. 
the proof of ir. All Sciences lead us ro this Truth, .. 
and all Nations in all Ages have acknowledg'd 
41r, except ſome certain barbarous People among - 
B. 3 _ whom. 
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and Plants, Crocodils and Trees, Rats and Ont- 
ons, then to be withour a God; and adore no- 
thing at all, However, wemuſt confets, thar 
there were formerly, , and a) are now-a-days, 
ſome People, who making an 111 uſe of their Rea- 
fon, arracque this Principle and drawing off 
their Wir from every thing that might be able 
ro prove a Deity, meerly to apply themſclves ro 
wharever may increaſe and ' harden 'em in their 
Doubts, perſuade themſelves ar length, that there 
15 no God. + Bur beſides, 'that rhey who arrive 
to this degree of Impiety,'are nor very numerous; 
and that there is great reaſon ro queſtion, whr- 
ther there be any real Atheiſts ; I ſpeak of Arhe- 
iſts in Wit, # I may preſume ſo ro. expreſs my 
telf, and net of Atheiſts in Heart, there are ve- 
ry few who carry their increduliry to their Grave. 
The greateſt part confeſs in deſpite of their own 
Teeth, the Deiry, whoſe Enemy they -declare 
themſelves to be ; nor can they forbear implo- 
ring his Aid in their moſt prefling occaſions, and 
upon: - unexpected Accidents 5 neceſſity and 
their Conſcience forcing 'em ro acknowledge, 
whay before out of malice and diſdain of Heav'n 
they deny'd. Therefore the Impiery - of ſome 
Libertines, who endeavour to - prove. there 1s. no 


God, becauſe they could wiſh there were nor, 
ought 


FJ 


ought not be .any inducement for us” ty 
ſtion a Verity ſo univerſally acknowledg'd, 
Bur i i-behoves our Reaſon as- Haughty as 


it 1s, to confels a Deity, and that Man has a Ma- 


ſter, under whole Empire it becomes him to hum- 
ble himſelf; it Hecomes him alſo to acknowledge 
that this Sovereign Power poſſeſſes all Perfectt- 


ons, and thoſe intlach a degree, as that there car 
be none conceiv @&to be greater or 'more accom- 
pliſh'd. 3 

This is the Ideawhich we naturally have of 
God ; nor can we have any other, if we follow 
the Illuminations off Right Reaſon. Nothing is 
ro be. conceiv'd to be betrer, or more perfect. 
then the Deity ; and rhis is agreed on by all the 
World. For if he wanted ſome Perfection, or 
if he did not poſſeſs ir in a Supream degree, 
then would ſomerhing be conceiv*d more pertect 
then He. Therefore it muſt be own'd, that who- 
ever ſpeaks of a God, ſpeaks of rhe” moſt pertcct 
of all Beings, that exiſt or can exilt. 

I will not undertake ro deſcribe all theſe Per- 
fections 3 they are Infinite : nor can-the Angels 
themſelves, thoſe Bleffed Exiſtencies, * who are 
always before this Sovereign Being, buryery im- 
perfectly inſtruct us who he is. 'Tis' ſufficient 
that we obſerve that no Man can havean Tdea of 
a moſt perfect Being,: withour conceiving at'the 
ſamerime, rhart he ſubſiſts of himſelf, and neceſ- 
ſarily exiſts ; that he is an Erernat Being, and 
without any, Beginning : that he is an Indepen- 
dent Being, bur upon whom. all rhings depend: 
an All-ſceing, All-knowing, All-foreſecing, and 
OQmaipotene Exiſtence. A Being. Sovereignly' 

B 4 good 
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good moſt Juſt, moſt Wiſe, and thoſt Happy- 
hus. it behoves us ro conceive all theſe Perfecti- 
ens. in the Being which we adore, and-who is 

our God. "- F Y 
This is.a Truth beyond alt-Conteft : Bur ir is. 
alſa.no leſs certain, that. this moſtperfect- Being; 
who created the Matter, the World, and what- 
ever we behold contain'd within it, is the Au- 
thor of all the Good which i$;Þ the Creatures. 
All the Creatures can expect ngtGood, bur from 
him who gave 'em their Belt, and by whom 
they. ſubfiſt, There is none byt He who perfect- 
ly knows what is convenientfor 'em, becauſe he 
knows all things ; and. He alone can only beſtow 
ir. upon 'em, by reaſon of his Qmaipotency. The- 
Pagans have acknowledg'd this, in the midft of 
their Ipnorance, as it would: be eafie for me to 
prove our of the Works of their moſt celebrated. 
Authors. They alf agreed, that their Lives and: 
their good-Formine { for that was- their manner- 
of ſpeaking) depended "upon God, This s the- 
Opinion of -all Men, {aid* Cicero: for I mind not 
what 4jax ſays in Sophecles, and another no leſs. 
1mpious 4n Eſchylus, who upheld, that-none bur 
Faols and faint-hearted People impſor'd rhe Om- 
nipotency of the Gods. But there have been 
athers who have added; that Wiſdom and Virtue 
depended upan this -Supream Being 3 that the 
Beginning and End, or the ſucceſs of all Things 
depended upon him: And the Emperor Marcus 
Aurelins Antozinus has: thoſe ſentiments upon this 
Subject, as pur ro ſhame ſeverat falſe Chriſtians. 
For he ſays, that there is an EffeCtual Virtue in 
God; which aRts in us, and operares all oy! rm 
| ons, 
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Actions, 'and all-bur good defires, and which te- 
moves from us all Opportunities and Occalions of 

From ele Truths I draw this Confe- 
quence, which narurally flows from thele Princi- 
ples 3 Thar.it 1s abſolutely our Duty ro Honour 
this Infinite , to endeavour from day today 
to utderftand him more perfectly, continually to 
admire his-Virtuss, to love and fear him, tro mak? 
ir our whole imployment ro-pleaſe him, and 1o - 
to bear our ſelves, that whatever we arc, what 
ever we do, whatever we- have, may be all or-- 
der'd to his Glory. For ler us but grant that there... 
is. a God in..the World, thar this God is moſt 
perfect, that he is Supreamly Good, and that he 
1s. the Author of all rhe Good which we enjov, 
and of all -that we: can hope forz- certainly v;e.. 
cannot then forbear to admire his Perſections, 
bur muſt believe our ſelves engagd and bound 
. to love him. Ler us bur acknowledge thar this - 
God is Omnipotent, and that It i$in his Powee 
to reduce all rhe Creatures - he has made, into 
their Primitive Duſt,and thar he is able Erernally- 
rex puniſh thoſe who violate his-Laws; *we muſt 
be rhen afſuredly convine'd, thar he is ro be fear'd, 
and we ought. not to'- proyoke his Wrarh;-. Let + 
us be perſuaded thar this God is moſt Juſt," thar- 
lie loves Juſtice, and that whatever he exaCts. + 
from us, rends only to make us happy; - and. is--- 
nothing but what is--moſt conformable” ro ous» - 
real Intereſts, : it creates a Pleaſure in-us tro obey » 
him, and be ſubmiſſive ro bis Will. 'Lert ns onc@*+* 
be ſen*ble; rhar rhis God is both able and:.wit--- 
ling-ro:redrels all our. Complaints, ro deliver vs* 
B.$.: out: 5 
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out of all our Miſeries, and that all things: de-- 
pend upon his Conduct and Direction, it” pre- 
ſently perſuades ns to a ſole Reliance upon” him. 
Laſtly, Let us believe that this. God) is moſt Wile, 
thit he Created Man for thoſe ends which are 
moſt worthy of him, and we can never queſtion, 
bur that Men are bound to purſtte thoſe ends'to 
which they are appointed; in making a right uſe 
of that Reaſon which they hayE'receiv'd, and ap- 
lying it to the Glory of him who! gave it-'em. 

ow all theſe Acts of Venerarion, Reſpect, Fear, 
Submiſſion, Adoration, Admiration, Confidence, 
Obedience, and Love, are. comprehended in the 
ſingle Word Re/:2ion. So that the Tdea and Know- 
Ikdge of God, 1mports. the Neceſſity of a Re- 
Iigion. 


CHAP. Il 


| That Religion #-not the Invention of Politicians, 


Here are ſome People who maintain thar 
Religion, as alſo rhe Qpinion of a God, 


is the Invention of certain Politicians, 


who, as they fuppolſe, made the: People believe 


there is a Deity, on purpoſe to retain 'em in Sub- 
miſſion and Obedience-; that there. is a. certain. 
Worſhip to be paid him; and that this Deity. 
feverely puniſhes the Treacherous, the Seditious,. 
and Rebels. 

Bur it. will be no: difficult thing ro make our 
the abſurdity of this Opinion-to thoſe who: have 
any Love and. Vencration for Truth, For "994 
en art: 
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«firſt Men, that were 
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that there-were any Legiſlators, or any. cunning 
Politicians, who made the People believe thar 
there is a God, and that there is a Neceflity of a 
Religionjmhey muſt make ir appear to us, 

| gfore the Birth of thoſe Legiſlators, 
of Stares and Dominicns, the Peo- 
rant that there was a God, and 
paid him- any Worſhip. 


any - Fear or Seritiment of a Deity. 

Now this is that which they will never be a+ 
ble ro prove ;z neither-do I believe they. will ever 
preſume to under ir.  Ler "em inſtance any 
time wherein People liv'd withour acknowledg- 
ing a God, Let 'erwvrell us the Names of thoſe 
e Authors of that Opini- 
on, that there.is a Del 
us When thoſe Ages wer 


receiv'd in the World, "Ls true, it cannot be 


deny'd bur thar there were ſome Politicians who» 


have made adyantagious uſe of this Firft Noticn, 
Thar there is a Being who is 
thoſe which we behold, or'of which we have any: 


knowledge, as they have no leſs ſucceſsfully made 
r love” 


uſe 'of. the Vanity of the People, and® x] 
which they naturally have for Liberty; their 
Lives, rheir Children, or wharever- elſe® elongs 
to 'em 3 and of this Number were Feroboam, NMi;- 


nos, Lycurgis, Solon, Numa, Mabomet; and fome- 


others famous in Hiſtory, - I mult acknowledgs 


likewiſe that theſe Legiſlarors very muchicon- 
firm'd the People in their-Nartural Propenfiry ro'a* 
Religion 3 in regard” they had too much Wir to 


be Ignorant, that withour Religion Society would 


& Legiſlators never had themſelyes- 


ar leaſt ler 'em inftruct” 
bh; 1t farit began to Fe. 


*1 


far Supertour to all: 


dex es” 


| 


| 
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degenerate into Common Ro fince every - 
one would then do whar he pleas'd ; - the moiſt 
@rafry would be the moſt Wiſe, and;the-moſt 
Powerful and ſtrongeſt would be alwaysMafſters. 
*L.is moſt certain alto,chat theſe LaWFgivers have » 
ade.the People believe,- that rhE&®Deity would. |: 


that they have introduc'd ſuch Ce ies as they 
thought moſt proper far their L 
I:\cruple to, agree, that rhete 


who derided the Deities which the People ador'd, } 
and.who have made 'em pay. their Adoration to. 
what Deities they pleas 


ig be done in ſuch Places, where the People were. Þ] 
ignorant of the True Goddwhom they wefe to 
eve. But-I aver, thatznever--any. of thoſe Le-- 
gif-rors undertook. te. prove. the Exiſtence of a. 

-od.. They rook;thatZTrurh for. granted, and: | 
bujle upon thar-Ft rion. . But they, never - } 
pjoy'd it ;. and Tam affuredly- convinc'd, thar if. 

zey. had not mer With ir already engravd inthe. 
Hearts and, Minds of all Men,. they.would neyer . 
haye ſucceeded in their Great Deſigns. . 

Is ir a,thing.to be beliey'd, that two. or: three. 
Men could deceive the whole World, or that for. 
the Eftabliſkmenx of their- Authority, they. could . 
ever. impoſe their own Inventions upon People as . 
Qaick-1ighted as themſelves, thar Laugh'd ar Po- 
palar Errors, fuch . as Soerates, Plato, op. Cicero ? 5 
1+ ir-proþable, thar they, could have ſeduc'd and : 
med People who were. not ſubjected ro their . | 
Dmmian 3 , ray, People_that commanded over - 
others... 9 belieye.. the.. Flatreries.. of - rhoſe.. 
who; would needs perigade *em__ that. their Laws - 

; givers . 


he thing was ealie [ 
| 
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- has riſen, Whether Men are 
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pivers and Princes were Gods, and whom indeed- 
Worſhip'd as ſo many Deities ? Is it poſſible 


at1 Opinion, Originally no more then the Inven- 

tion of ſont | Ambitious Perſons, ſhould be fo-. 
deeply roc n the minds of all Men, thar they 

could never Kfadicare it again, whatever efforts 

they made, wiken we find eyery day. that Men 

renounce "He Mak f -Errors, tho" ſuck'd in. 

with their Int; It; 

Laſtly, Is tt any A or-Likelihood, 
that after ſo man Men ſhould never be 
Convinc'd x 90 Op on . har diſquiers and tur- 
moiles their Conſcrences with ſo.many Terrors-. 
and Conyullions > 

—— — — _ "om mmmm_____w__— 
cn HA Pe IL. 
Of the Indifference of Religion ; 


Is clear then, _rhar alt Men have 2 Natns- 
- ral Inclination to. | reg; | 
All have an Opinion. thar ther 
Now if. they all underſtood this 
and the ſame Manner, there, would be hs - 
Religion. in the World. . Bur their Idea's are: fo . 
various, that there are almoſt as many: Religions. 
as there are People... From whence the Queſtion 
acceptable. 
to God, whiopgr 8 \they profeſs? And) 
whether they- may w'd,' as. an Indifferent:: 
Thing, to booth any- ah toin There arc ſome: 
People, and. of rlefe rog many, God knows, who-, 
believe thax.: all Religions-are. Inditferent : : __ 
the 
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the Chief Religion, is to be Obedient to the Ma- 
giſtrates that Govern us ; that, God is in truth 
the. Center to which all . our Devotion” ought. to 
tend, bur that it is of” little Im ce which 
way Men arrive at that Center, provided they 
ger thither 3 and that there.are {&veral ways to 
be happy. Uno ztinere non poſſe pervenirs ad tam 
grande Secretum, according to Symmachus. I hat 
we ought to be of the Religion df the People a- 
mong whom we live, and notto tye our. ſelves 
ro any one - particular manner .of ſerving God, 
bur to be iniriared into all ſorts of Religions, Eſe 
t0:4us. Mundi. Sacrorum Antiſtitem, as a Pagan 
ſaid. They who. have given us Relations of the 
Belief of the Siamors, or People of Siam, report, 
that they believe, T © God does- not prelerve 
the World, bur, onlyfor the ſake of that Diver- 
_ tiſemenr and pleaſhre which he'takes in the Vari- 
ety of Lan Creatures, Habits, and Reli- 
gions ; thar this. ſame Medley produces the ſame 
Effect as the, Diverſity of Flowers in. a Garden, 
the difference of Meats at' a Banquer, or- the 
Diſtinction of Offices in a Princes Palace ; for 
thar. in like manner God deligtits himſelf wich 
inſpiring into Mortals ſeveral manners of Adoring 
and Serving him ; and that we ought to believe 
'm_all-ro be good, fince they have all the ſame 


Object; and bring Man home to his laſt End. "Tis. 


alſo ſaid, Thar rhe King: of Siam made Anſwer 
ro.the Perſon who propos'd-to him, .in the Name 
\ of an Ambaſlador from.a Great Priice, - his turn- 
10g Chriſtian, That he wonder d, the Prince ſhould 
fo much trouble himſelf in a buſineſs relating tc God, 
for which it did not appear that God id 


CONcetn 


any way - 


| 
f 
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concern himſelf, as having left it wholly to our Diſ= 
cretion.. For, added he, the True God, who Created 
Fe 4v'n th and all the Creatures therein con- 
taind, an bas given *'em Natures and Inclina- 
tions ſo di t, had be fo plear'd, at the: ſame 
time, that ha"gave Men Bodies and Souls alike, 
could have infufd into'em the ſame ſentiments of 
the Religion which they were to profeſs, and have U- 
nited all Nations under 'one Law. Bit, continaed 
he, tu obvious a Providence permits diverſity of 
Sefs and Opinions,” becauſe that God takes as much 
delight to be ador'd with on Forms of Whor- 


ſhip and Ceremonies. as to be glorifi'd by the Pro- 


digiows Variety of Creatures, whoſe ſundry Beauties 
publiſh his Infinite Power. 

Now in regard, there aye too roo many among 
thoſe who call themſelves*Chriftians, who with 
Banners diſfplay'd, appear in defence of this Opi- 
nion, concerning the Indifferency of Religion, 
Our deſign is tro Combar 'emwin- the following 
Chapters. Bur firſt of all ir behoyes us ro ob- 
ſerve, that they who are of this Opinion, do not 
all- uphold it after one and-the ſame manner. 
There are ſome who deny Providence others 
who. will nor have it to be concern'd in Martrers. 
of Religion.. There are ſome who aſſert; the 
Mortality of our Soul: Others. aver, that to 
ſpeak properly, there is no-fuch thing as True or 
Falſe, Fuſt or Vijuſt ; but that every thing de- 
pends-npon the Will of: Man: There are ſome- 
who believe, that Truth hes ftill in Darkneſs, 
and rhat God has not reveal'd ir ; Others, thar 
he has reveal'd it, bur ſo obſcurely, that there is; 
ro. Herefie which. may not. be proy'd by the 


Word 


Word of God. Others maintain thar Peace is to 
be preferr'd before 'Truch 5. and altogether cry 
up the great Good which would nd to the 
World from the Opinion of Indifferency in Reli- 
gion. Were bur this Opinion evi 
ceiy'd, they lay, there would be 
about Religion, nor any more C0 
Myſteries of Faith, All Men: 


Id live toge- 


ther in perfect Unity, and- this Lower World - 


would be a Little Heaven. They. extol the firſt 
Author of this Opinion as one never can be 


roo Highly applauded, and erect-. Monuments-- 


and Statues to. honour his. Memory. All Men, 


they Cry, ought ro give God continual Thanks . 


for ſendigg ſuch a Maninto the World, and ar 
the fame/rime are - ftrangely -rroubl'd becauſe he 
was not Immorral. | 
ther it deſerve not public 


ogies, or rather, whe- 
k Execration.And to the 


end, that none may: have reaſon to complain, ler | 


us take all our Tud:fferents ( for I beg the favonr 


that I may have leave to call *em fo) one after a-- 
nother, and 1ct us 1tpartially exanune-what they 


hold 4+ 
bo 


t u$now fee wherher rhis--- 


OSS D»g< = ay ys oe we 
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with Epicurus, tat Supream 

c—_ himſelf with whar is acted upon Earth': 
Thar 'risa thing Beneath the Grandeur of a Sove- 
reign Being, to take cognizance of the Perry At- 
fairs of Mortals hare flew ; and ſo 'tis very.ine 
different to Him of what Reli igion they are. 
True it is, that / altho*” ths Love. which it be 


hoves us to have for Truth, 

us to ty® our ſelyesup to the, 

nion which is moſt ro 
Idea's of Gud ; nevertheleſs ir muſt be acknows 
ledg'd, that if there-were no ence, we 
might conclude it needleſs for Man to rarment- 
himſelf abour Religion-3 and deem it lawful 
enough to make choice of that which beſt agrees 
with our Intereſts, or with the Society with: 
| which we converſe, Bur 'ris no. difficult 
ro refure this Opinion, which, _ as good Rea- 
ſon might be call'd, The Spong Rligins, 
as a Perfian Author once Gas the yd 

the Fatality of the Stoicks. Nor ſhall I make Fuld 
of any more then rwo or three Arguments to. 
overthrow it, without alledging any paſſages out 
of Scriprure, becauſe I diſpute with pple thar 
will not acknowledge it to. be Owizely infpir'd.. 


Eirſt, 


—— 
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Firſt, ir muſt be acknowledg'd, that they who 
deny a Providence, never ſeriouſly confider'd 
what God is. The Idea which we naturally have 
of God, inſtructs us, 'tharthe is the 1 
of all Beings that exiſt, or may ez 
has beets ſaid. Now can we 
who ſhonld-neglect his own 
ſhur himſetf up/in Heaven, wit 
care of what he has created,” 
Being, ſeeing thatamong ; ſelves, thoſe 
perſons have been always d upon with the 
Higheft contempt who negle&t their own Af- 
fairs, Fathers, for example, who never mind 
their awn Children, and: thoſe ſlothfut- Princes, 
who like Sardanapdlus, abandon the: care of their 
Dorninions, and leave, their Subjects ar liberty 
to do whatever good in _their own Eyes, 
How can ſuch a Huggiſh Remiſsneſs, a Negli- 
gence {o  unbecoming an imperfect Creature, be 
thought to beſeem rhe moſt perfect of all-Beings. 
Art leaſt it cannot be deny'd, bur that if God takes: 
no care of. his Creatures, ;there muſt be a Being 
more. perfe&t'then | he. Bur this is that which 
cannot be ſaid of a God.. | Either me muſt deny. 
( ays Cicers, 1, Natur. Deor.) that there are Gods,. 
or we" muſt confeſs, that they aft ſometbing Great 
and Noble : Now there is nothing Greater or more 
Noble then the Conduft ' of the World. Wrre it 
otherwiſe, we ſhould be forc'd to ſay, that there is 
ſomething Better and more Perfeft then the Deity. | 
Beſides; it is not to. be imagin'd, that a moſt 
Wiſe Being has created ſo many Things which 
we admire, without propoſing to. himſelf ſome 
End or other, If he have made all theſe Things 


ro. 


e, thit a God, 
, and ſhould 
ut Taking \any 
| be a perfect 
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ro ſ\me Erid, can we believe -that he- takes no - 


care to-{ee whether be have attain'd his End or 
no, 'and.whether | his Creatures do what they 
oughr todas, I know very well what Epicu rus 
faid, Thar would be - a defect in the Felicity 
of God, ſhoutd-fi& be troubl'd with the manege- 
ment of the. Id : Bart he' was groſly miſta- 
ken,. as having. a Falſe Idea of Felicity, For 
rrue Beatirude Confiſts nor in doing nothing, but 
in doing things both Great. and Noble. * A Being 
that is not perfe&&, cannot be happy in a high de- 
gree, more eſpecially, if you ſpeak of a Being 
Supreamly Wiſe. Now it cannot .be imagin'd, 
that a Being,who neglects the looking after what 
he has taken pleature to create, can be a perfect 
Being.. Therefore there >might be ſame ground 
for Epicurus's Argument, if God might be thoyghr 
ro tire himſelf. with Governing the World. Bur 
how can he be weary who does all things by the 
only Act of his Wit, wherein his Almighty 
Hand, that ne'r was tir'd in building the vaſt 
Structure, where all Beings are enclos'd, has nur 
the leaſt ſhare of Pains or Trouble. 


-' Bur if they. who(deny Providence, never con- 


ſider what God is,. neither did they ever conft- 
der the nature of the Creatures. Certam ir- 15, 
that as they were created our of nothing, they 
would infallibly. rerurn to nothing again, if_the 
ſame hand that form'd 'em, did not ſupport and 
preſerve 'em 3 for becauſe they Exiſt at this In- 
ſtanr, ir does nor follow that zhey ſhall Exiſt rhe 
next moment. *Tis requifce then, that be who 

reſerv'd 'em the firſt moment, ſhould preſerve 
em ſtill; and this is fo much the more neceffary 
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[for him to do, becauſe: there are a thouſkZ” Ac- 
cidents that might every hour deſtroy 'em; were 
there not a Supream Being that preſerves *em. It 
is not the ſame thing with them, a&Wwith God, 
whoſe Efſence at the ſame time implies Exiſten- 
cy: for we may think of the Being of Creatures, 
yet not ſuppoſe that rhey Exiſt Now if it be 
rrue, that the Crearures cannot;fubſfifſt withour 
being ſaſtain'd by the ſame Hance | 
we muſt of necefliry- conclude from their ſubfiſt- 
ing , that there is a Providence: 

We muſt be farther confirm'd in this Opinion; 
if we confider the wonderful Order which is 
obſery'd in all parts of the Univerſe, thar- ne- 
wer alrers, but has fubfifted for ſo many. Ages in 
— mid{t of fo- many Changes and Revolutions : 
tures of different Narures ; the Regular Morti- 
ons of thoſe Great Bodies, that roule Majefti- 
cally over our Heads: their Changes fo conſtanr, 


their- Conjuniens {o-juſt,. their Revolutions fo- 


well order'd, together with-a thouſand things 
which are our continaal wonder, yes, which we 
Cat! never admire enough. For 'it s'impoſſible 
to revolve this Order in our Minds, withour 
acorns a Providence, unleſs we deſign'd 
to be” as 


Srate well Govern'd, 'a Family well manag'd, or 
an Army under good Conduct and Diſcipline, 
ſhould deny that State or Kingdom ro be Go- 
-vern'd by any Magiftracy, that the Family had 
' arty body to look after it; orthat-the Army had 
-any General or Chieftain to Command it. 


They 


Harmony and Concord of ſo many Crea- 


lus oy 
n 


mc as He, who, obſerving a 
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They who deny a Providence extol themſelyes 
in this Particular, very much, and make fome 


Obj If it were true, fay they, that all 

things were well regulated, we ſhould believe | 

thar God*concern'd himſelf with what is ated | 

here below bur we obſerye ſo many diforders | 
' in the World, that 'we'cannor -perſuade our ſelves | 

that a. Being + Wiſe and Qmaniporenr | 


ſhould Zovern | the Univerſe, Nay, "ewould be 
much betrer, add f they, to. affirm, thar he takes 
no heed of what þ bpens Earth, then-to af- 


ſert that he beholgs and fo much Confu- 
fion. Whence comes s that Thunder rat- 
tles in-the Defarts, 1 il and Thunderbolts 
| | fall upon Rocks, andt Wks pen ther? 
| To what purpoſe ſerve Flies, Worms, and other 


thar Moun- 
.. | rains Vomit forth Fire” 2 Wherefore 
- {are-we 'peſter'd with 'Mc z and Serpents 2 
- | Were there a Providence, par. om not hinder 
. {thoſe Inundations, thoſe that over- 
» | rurn and ſwallow-up whole Cities -thofe Peſti- 
js [ences thar lay waſte whole Kingdoms, and-thoſe 
> | Extraordinary Accidents thar' ſeem to the 
le Univerſe: urter Ruin ?Qr would thar Pro» / 
ir {vidence permit” the of Viarue; Rod 
, Triumphs of Vice and Impiery > 

4} BurfirftI woukTiuibinme of thoſe who withe 
{ſe ObjeRions, wherher'they are well affur'd 
hat what they call Diſorder, be really Diſorder, | 
d whar they fay is Manag'd be rruty the _ 
lefet, of Government ? it never {6 fall aur 
ar. they deceiv'd themſelyes, and have they nor 
requently blam'd the Conduct of Princes, with 


Inſects ? Whence comes" & 3.Dal 


Py 


they were ignorant of the Reafons,. but admir'd 
it afterwards when they underſtood the Grounds 
of their Proceedings... 'What a Raſhneſs is it in 
Mortal Men, whoſe Underſtandings are confin'd 
within - ſuch Narrow Bounds, ro determine fo 
poſitively of what they know notan the leaſt, 
and to believe rhere is Diſorder; inFall things, of 
which they cannot reach the Cames ? The Im- 
piety of thoſe People to. we ſeents no leſs Arro- 
gant then thar of the K: of-Caſi3le,, who boaſted 
that if God had call'd him to his Council, when 
he fram'd' the World, he conldhave given him 
berrer Advice. We know namore, ſays one.of 
the moſt Celebrated Wrirers®f this Age, the De- 
figns of God in the Government of bis Creatures, 
then an'Infant, who having been, bred up in. a 
Deſart,and all of a'{udderrbrought into:ſome great 
and Populoys Ciry,colld be able ro underſtarid all 
the Changes that awould happen, withour Inter- 
- miſſion, before:hi 
blame what was by no means to be cenfur'd, be- 
cauſe he nor: underſtand. the Reaſon of 


e why they ſo badly-a ie proceeds 


appear to them ſo ill manag'd, diſtjuntively from 
the other Works. of : God, and for that they do 
not refle&t with ſufficient Atrention upon the Cor- 
reſpondency berween thoſe things, and others 
which they know. Wherein they are no leſs ri- 
diculous then they, who content themſelves with 
only ſeeing ſome Scenes of a+ Dramatic Poem, 
but never examine the Coherence-and Unfolding 
er rather Winding up” of "ther Whole 5 or they 

what 


yes. - He would many times 


ſs, that they: conſider thoſe things, which J 


who in Pictures.only fix their Eyes upon the Sha- - 
-dows; orelſe like rhoſe,who in a piece of Tapiftry 
work,look only upon the loole Bordering, which 

for the moſt parc' preſenrs..the Sight with only 
monſtrons*and imperfect Figures, 


In the Secohd place, I could wiſh, that they 
who find ſo many diſorders, and ſo much con- 
fuſion upon thEKarth, would rell me, Whether 
rhey. meer with, Rothing thar .1s rightly order'd ? 
and, Whether rhey never obſery'd any characters 
of Wiſdom in' theECanduct of tlie World ? "They 
would not preſumg to aver it. Let 'em [then 
rell me, by what means all thoſe things which 
appear-to Them to bein. decent Order, come to 
be ſo wiſely manag'd &.;Certainly they muſt, ar 
leaft in thar be , acknowledge ag onaer is 
a Providence zandas ro-orher; Things, they ought 
10 have as much Equity, as&; Ma of = Senſe, 
when he judges of a | Book, thag Treats of yari- 
ous SubjeQs, and wifich is wrirren in ſeveral Lan- 
| guages,, of which he underſtand$® bur. one part, 

If that which he underſtands pleaſes him, he ima- 
1; | 8ins to himſelf, that what he underſtands. 
h -will be no leſs ſatisfaftory - to him, . cc 
dive into the: ſence of ir. God: would not® 
ceal from Mep, all the Ends: for which-he ma 


ind cen Mop al he Bethe 
AM on purpole ro exerciſe and humble their Rea- 
wh ſon, and that they might adore the | 


--h{*rable deprhs of his Wiſdom, We ought ro 
4 extol *him, ſays St. Auſtin, as well for what 
we know to be wonderful in his Works, as for 
what we cannot - penetrate, For that our Life | 


bemg 
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being of fo ſhort continuance, and we our ſelyes 


the Univerſe ; *cis impoflible that we ould com- 


the Order and Defg 6.0 hat / 1 
iſdom, that views the vaſt ut I Rr Tie 


with one fingle Glance, and w nking- toge= |! 
ther that infinite variety of ve ents of this 
Life, like to raany Rings'claſpg one within an- 
other, forms that long Chain ofFhis Providence, 
that ſhall extend i lelf to | {ucceflion 
of all Ages. F 

After theſe General Remarks, et us enter in- 
To the examination of _ ders which they 

of, They wonder, i E e firſt place, why 
Thane teen Baked TE Ln: 
u 1 w tn 

wels wit th w_ "high agd and large Tres 
nor tainding 4! are bur the Con 


of the Laws v Solas cabin, Tam s 
' muck 0. ſeek'® refore Not ewiſe 
Del nat of Sun ſtine upon, and warms 

4 Deſa uſe the Hear of the Sun ex- 
hales the | and Bukalations which thicts 


Clouds that generate both Tem 
They wonder why the 
es to fertilize the Earth, falls not more 
y upon only Lands Manur'd, and not 
z or upon the Sea, cE have 
Bur do they think that Rain h; 
Effects, then only to render the ; 
Eritfal, Do they not know, that the High 
ways would crack and gape through Droutt 
were they not moiſten'd by the Rain ? And that 
qr-is-a-great Refreſhment to thoſe rhat T ravel it 


confr'd within ſo ſmall a part of Time, and of | 
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hot Counties. Shotld it only Rain upon ſown Lands, 
fays that famous Author already cired. whence 
ſhould proceed the Springs that are fo neceſſary to 
quench our own, and the Tyirſt of all Creatures ; 
ad how ſhould the Rivers retain that abundance of 
water which" renders em Nqvigable ? It Rains upon 
the Sea + Who ſays that Rain us there unprofitable to 
temper the ſaltneſs of it, and to make it more whol- 
ſome for the nouriſkment of the Fiſh. 

They worider that thefe thonld be Mountains 
.cover'd with Snow, and others that vomit forth 
Fite, that there ſhould be Defarts and ſteep 
Rocks. Not conſidering that their Variety of 


_ Objects ir is, which makes the Beauty of the Uni- 


verſe, and that God manifeſts his Wiſdom more 
in that Diverfity, then in a Uniformiry, th6 
grateful ro the ſighrt,' yer ſtill the ſame. 

They wonder why there ſhould be Inſects, 
as if we could ſufficiently admire the Wiſdom of 
God in thoſe little Animals 3 for cxample, in the 
little Republick of rhe Bees, which employ'd the 
Brains of an Ancient Philoſopher , for above 
Threeſcore years ; and which at this day finds 
wotk enough for thoſe thar dive into the ſecrers 
of Nature. Should we as diligently enquire into 
the Uſe of theſe lirtle Inſects, as into the Benefit 
of Simples, we ſhould doubtleſs diſcaver very 
eng Secrets, I will not my the , very 

lies arid Gnats, which are ſaid ro uſeful to 
purific the Air, in places where there are the 
greateſt number of 'em, and where they. are moſt 
rtoubleſome, and give the greareſt annoyance, 

They admire there ſhould be poiſonous Ser- 
pents, and other Yenemous Beaſts, but never con- 

C lider 
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der that there are many excellent Remedies 
extracted our of Serpents; and that Sovereign 
| Antidotes are frequently made of compounded 
Poiſons that ſerve. ro eale the Pains of Men ; 
and thar'in general, all theſe things which he be- 
| 


lieves to be either ſuperfluous or hurrttul, would 
afford us matter of Admiration, if we confider'd 
'em as we ought to do, and if we ſhould find 
that in the General Harmony of the Creatures, 
they produce the fame Effect-as Baſes and Treb- | 
'bles in a lovely Conſort. | 
As for Monſters, moſt certain ir is, that thoſe 
petty Miſcarri-ges and Deviations of Narure 
ought not to leſſen the eſteem, which it becomes 
us to have for Nature's Author : for that theſe _ 
Monſters no way render the World imperfect. 
'On the contrary, this variety of Creatures, of 
which ſome are more perfect then others, -con- 
tribute ror alittle ro' the Beaury of the Uni- 
verſe. Monſtrous Animals are leſs perfect then 
others of rhieir kind, whoſe Proportions are more 
juſt : bur there are a thouſand things which are 
ro be admir'd in the ſtructure of deformed Bo- 
-dies, which could only be rhe Handy-work of 
an Infinite Power. "Tis with Monſters as with | 
Diſcords in Mnfick, where ofr-tmes a Diſcord | 
artfully intermixed with ſeveral Concords, : 
-mdkes the ſweereſt Harmony. Beſides, theſe | 
Monſters are the Conſequences of that Commu- } 
nication,which is berween the Imagination of the _ 
Mother, and the Fruits in her Womb ; which 
'Communication was moſt wiſely eſtabliſh'd for rhe 
forming of the Infant, True ir is, that - God 
might have prevented this Communication from 
| cauſing 
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cauſing any diſorder ; but why may we not ſay 
as well, that it was the pleature of God to or- 
cr it ſo ſometimes for the puniſhment of Men ? 
Somerimes to ſer a greater value upon the Beau- 
ry of his other Works ; Sometimes for other 
Reaſons which are in Truth, unknown to us ; 
which nevertheleſs we ought not. to find faulr 
with, in regard, that of all thoſe things thar fall 
within our Knowledge , there is not any one 
thar does not afford us ample occaſion to ac- 
knowledge the infinite Wiſdom of their Crea- 
ror. 

They wonder that there ſhould be Inundati- 
ons, Earthquakes, Subterraneal Conflagrations, 
and other Accidents which ſeem to threaten the 
World with utter Ruin. Bur fo far it _is, thar 
they from hence can prove there is not a Provi- 
dence, that it is rather a proof of the contrary. 
For I beſeech ye, were there not a Providence, 
how is it poflible that rhe World ſhould fubſift 
in the midft of ſuch violent Concuffions, or thar 
it ſhould have held our fo long: rime? A Ship 
abandon'd to the Mercy of the Winds, withour 
either Helm or Pilot can never run a ſteady 
courſe, without daſhing againſt the Rocks, or be- 
ing ſwallow'd up by the Waves. h 

Whence comes it then, that theſe ſubrerraneal 
Fires, theſe Earthquakes, and theſe Inundarions 
cauſe not that univerſal Havock which they 
might do ? By whar unexpected Power are rhe 
Effects of theſe dreadful Accidents, ſuſpended 
or limired? Who is it that corrects the diſtempers 
of a corrupted Air ? What Virtue purifties whole 
Cities and Regions infected with the Peſtilence ? 

| C3 - Cerraigly 
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(Certainly he muſt be very blind, who fees not 
:thar 'ris the ſame hand which made the Univerte 
[that prelerves it; and that after God. has thade 
.ule of theſe Inundarions, theſe Fires and Earth- 
-quakes for thoſe ends, which to us ate for rhe 
-moſt patt unknown, he ſtops ''em from going - 
any farther, .and deſtroying the vaſt Machine of 
'the World. 

Eaftly; they -afe .aſtohiſh'd, thar Good Men 
Mould be ſo often eppreſt, and that the wick- 
.cd ſhould Triamph; That Impiery and Vice 
ſhould Reign predominant, and that Innocerice 
.and Virtne ſhould be overwhelmed. This is one 
of rheir:grear Objections, that has ſo much per- 
:plexd the Wile in all Ages. Claudian confeſſes 
angenuouſly, That he queſtions whether the World 
.be Governed by a Wiſe, Intelligent Providence, or 
by Blind Fortune, beholding Virtue under Oppreſſi- 
07 3 and Rufinus the moſt farhous Criminal of hy 
Age, flouriſhing it High Advancement, And it 
8 reported of a certain Philoſopher, that he be- 
came an Atheiſt, becauſe he cbſerv'd, rhat God 
did not inflict immediate Puniſhment upon a per- 
jue'd Perſon. And the Wiſe Cato, unfortunate 
in fighting for the Liberty of his Country, could 
not torbcar ſaying, That there was a great Hicors 
taint) in the Government of the Godt, To which 
I may add what is related of Deineritus, That 
he put out his Iiyes with the Reverberation of a 
Glittering Buckjer, beeanſe he wawid mr bebe'd rhe 
Proſperity of the Wicked. ' 1h0 1 matt confets, 
that this laſt Story teems to me very tnproba- 
ble, For what- likely hood is there that Dg+ 
mecrits , Who only inade it his Buſinets vn fr 
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dicule all the World, ſhould be troubl'd at the 
Proſperiry of the Ungodly ? \ 
ow, tho' this ObjeQtion ſeems very- plauſi- 
ble, nevertheleſs ir is very cafily anſwered. Firſt 
tis not always- true, that Virtue is oppreſs'd, 
and Vice recompenc'd.. Good Men are. not al- 
was Afﬀicted, and the Wicked are frequently 
pug No Man will preſune to» deny it.- 
(or are there any Ages or Years that: do not: 
furniſh us with 3 LM Thus the-ſame Clart 
dian, who was offended at the Pfoſperiry of Ru- 
finus, ſays, That: the Puniſhment which he re- 
ceiv'd, abſolv'd the Gods, Abſtulit hunc tandem 
Rufins Pena Tumultum, Abſolvitg; Deos. In the. 
Second Place, People who are not fo, are many 
times thought to be Virtuous and Goqd People, 
becauſe. they. carry: a fair Quriide. 'of Probiry and- 
Piery.' 'Tis needleſs ro produce any Proofs of it; 
'tis agreed upon by all the World ; there is no 
Perſon that has not been frequently deceiv'd ; 
and there are an Infinite number who. deceive 
themſelves. 

But ro unfold this difficulty. more clearly, I 
aſſert, rhar they moſt groſly deceive themſelves, 
when they imagine the Wicked ro be happy, be- 
cauſe they appear to be ſo; becaule they are 
Rich ; CG they are advanced to vaſt prefer- 
ments, and wallow in pleaſure and delights. 
How many are there that feem te enjoy a Per- 
fe&- Feliciry, who are really moſt unforrunare, 
and tormented with bitrer Pangs of an accuſing 
Canſcience > How many- wealthy: People are 

there, whoſe Condirion is much more fad then 
rliat of rhe moſt — > How ma- 
| 3 ny 
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ry great Men are there, who in their Elevated 
Stations enjoy no reſt or quiet Day or Night ? 
I need no other "Teftimony then Tiberius, who 
c ould not forbear declaring tO the. Roman Senate, 
that every Day he dy'd a Cruel Death. * Could 
eu but look into the Inſides of thoſe that you eſteem 
Happy and Rich, faid Seneca, you would find 'em to 
be Miſerable, to be Poor, to be Infamous, and that 
they reſemble thoſe Walls which are only Painted 
without fide.Such aFelicity is no ſolid and trueFelicity; 
'tis only an Image and ſlight Appearance of it, For 
which reaſon it 1s, that while they can ſtand » 
their Legs, and make. a vain Bravado of Grandeur, 
they appear what they are not, and make People 
believe 'em happy. But if any accident befals 
"em, that puts 'em out of Order, and diſcovers 'em, 
then you come . to" ſee the Filth and Infamy that bor- 
row'd Splendour conceals, And the Famous Hifto- 
rian Tacitus, ſpeaking of Tyrants, could we but 
fee their Souls laid open, ſays He, we ſhould behold 
'em torn and mangl['d by their own Crimes, like the 
Bodies of Criminals cut with the Laſhes of the hip. 
We 'muft not - wonder then to ſee the Wicked 
Potent and Rich, in Grandeur and Reputation 3 
ſo far from thence concluding that thefe is no 
Providence, that we have no reaſon to envy their 
Felicity. | | 
- I confeſs however, that there would be ſome 
reaſon to be aſtoniſh'd at their appearing Proſpe- 
rity, were there no other Life bur this, and thar 
we were not then to come to Judgment. - Bur 
before we blame the Conduct of of ihe Almigh- 
ty, or before we deny a Providence, we ought 
to be aflur'd there is no other Life ro be a 
airer 
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after this; and that God will never puniſh thoſe 
whom he now ſupports. Now I. know not, whes 
ther there be any one to be raert with -who will 
preſume to afſerr, that he is clearly convinced, 
that there is nothing to be thought of after this 
Life, thar- there is. nothjng ro be , hop'd or fear'd: 
after Death, tho' there, are ſeveral who endea- 
vour to- perſuade themſelves, that: it is certainly. 
true, with whom we ſhall enter the Liſts in the 
ſequel of our Diſcourſe. 

The Second Reflection is, That 'tis an Error 
ro believe good Men Unhappy becauſe they are 
afflicted 3 ſeeing thar Affictions are ſo uletul to + 
thoſe that are expos'd to 'em, whereby to 
make 'em ſenſible of the. Emprineſs of, this World, 
and rhe Vanities-of it 3 to weat.;em from this 
Earth, and make 'em think of a berter :Life ;. 
to rame their Pride; ro reduce 'em from their 
Deviations and Wandrings, and bring 'em back 
ro their Dary. Theſe are the Benefus of Misfor- 
fortune, of which it would be eafie ro.convince - 
the moſt" obſtiuare. | | 

"Now for a Man to be convinc'd, that Afﬀicti- 
ons do not render the Sufferers unhappy, he 
needs no more, but to conſider the Tranquility: 
of mind which Good Men enjoy when they. are 
moſt Aficted. One would think fometimes thar 
he ſuffers in the. Body of another perton,, or char 
he is Inſenfible ; or if ir happen. that through the 
Violence of . his Pain, he dilcovers;lomg, Motions 
of Imparience, and lers ,falt ſome Murmurings, 
he recovers himſelf preſently again, You ſhall ſce - 
Sererieneſs and Joy reſeated in his. Countenence : - 
You ſtall hear him bleſs _ for Chaſtizing =_ 
OO 4 6 
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fo much Lenity ; He acknowledges the Benefit 


of his Afflictions, and that he' ſtood in need of 


ſuch Paternal Correction. 

If they, againſt whom I diſpute, did but ac- 
knowledge the Divinity of the Scriptures, I 
could draw from thence an Infinite number oft 
Proofs againſt 'em ;_ bur I ſhall content my ſclt 
with ſending 'em ro the Schopl of a Pagan, ,1 
mean Seneca, who has Compos'd a Treatite upan 
'this Subject hy ſo many Calamzziies befall gacd 
Men * And thus he argues ; 

« When you ſee Good Men, and ſuch as are 
* acceptable to the Gods, in Pain, in Trouble, 
* in Adverfity, Travelling through a difficult and 
* Rugged Road 3 bur an the cantrary, behold 
* the Wicked in Joy, in Plenty, in Pleafure, take 
* norice that we are plcas'd with rhe Modeſty 
* of our Children, and the Liberty of our 
<< Servants, that. we keep the firſt under ſcyere 
« Diſciplinc. end that we ſometimes bear wich 


* rhe boldnefs of the other. You ought to be-* 


« lieve the ſame thing of rhe. Gods. - They do 
* not nurture Gopd Men in Pleaſures and De- 
« lights; they” try 'em, they harden 'em, they 
« Train 'em up and Inftruct 'em like Soldjers 
« which they intend to liſt under their Banners. 
And becauſe it might be objected againſt hin, 

* Is it then advantageous to be Baniſh'd, to 
* be reduc'd to Poverty, to behold the Death 
* of Children, and a dearly beloved Wife, to be 
* branded with Infamy, to ſee.a Man's {elf he- 
* refr of every thing ; He anſwers; © yqu 
* wonder that this ſhquld be drama gecps $0 
* any Body, yoy may as well 4 5 ge vs 
eople 
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** People are Cur'd by Cutting and Burning, and 
'* thar Hunger and Drouth- are made uſe of to 
'* the ſame EffecÞ: Bur if you confider with your. 
"* ſelf, that ſomerimes for Healths-ſake the Sur- 
* geoh 4s forced to rifle the Veins, to ſcrape and 
* pluck away the Bones, and cur off Members- 
* which elſe would endanger the whole- Body -: 
"* You may as well permit us to tell ye, that 
* there are Calamities no leſs. advantageous to- 
* thalc that endure 'em. 

Bur ſome will fay, if there be a Providence, 
how comes it to paſs that Sin is permitted ? 
This is very near the ſame Argument,. which a 
Pagan Philoſopher made uſe of, If there be 4 God, 
ſaid He, wheace proceeds Evil? Burt he as fud- 
denly recolledts hunfelf, If there be no God, whence 


| proceeds/Gwd? This Difficulty gave the Mani-- 


chaxans an Occaſion to ſer up rwo Principles, the - 
one of Good, the ather of - Evil 3; and Manes + 
borrow'd this Opinion fram the Perſians, wie at- 
reiþuce all their Bleffings ro their God Oromaſdes, - 
and all their Evils io Arimanius 3 as the Egypir 
ans made Typhoy the Author of all their Calamir 
ris, while they look'd upon Ifis and Ofars as the 
rwo Deirjes from which they received all : their: 
Kindneſſes. I confeſs, we know not the Realon - 
why God permits Sin ; yer all: that can be in- 
ferr'd from. thence, .is only this, that ſtill we - 
know not the Deſigns of God 3 bur this Ignor- 
rance ought not to make us deny a Truth which. - 
we may clearly apprehend, and which is groun- 
_—_—_ the ſame Idea that we have of a moft - 
perfect Being. This is merely want of the force 
of.'Wit, and to abandon Evident Truths, for 
| C5 {ome 
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fume Qbjedtions that are made us, which we 
cannot reſolve, tho' the ſame Objections have no 
other Ground, then the Ignorarice and Weakneſs 
of Human Unde ing :. So that thoſe Peo- 
ple, who arescall'd foaring its, are indeed bur 
pertie Wits, that have more of Pride in *em then 
of Senfe and Reaſon, | 

What ! muſt we preſently deny a Providence, 
becauſe we are Ignorant of the Conduct of ir ? 


If there be a Providence, they Cry, there would 


be no Diſorder 5 Rb if there be no Providence, 
there would be no Cdnfiifion. Certainly, altho” 
we could never yet diſcover, why God -was 
pleas'd ro permit Sin to enter into the World, 
= we ought to believe that he has done ir for 


eaſons becoming aZmoſt perfect Being. More- 


eſpecially fince Sin has given us an OppMtuniry- 
re diſcover all the Properties of God, his Juſtice, 


his Holineſs; his Mercy, his Power, his Wiſdom, 


not te ſpeak of the irable Work of our Re- 


demption,wherein all the Virtues of a Deity have- 


appeared with fo; much» Luſtre 5 bur which God 
had never thought of, had there been no Sin. 


Certain it is then, that there is a Providence ;- 
and this is that which it behov'd us to prove a-- 


gainkt the firſt Order of. our Indifferent Men, 
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duninurion of his Grandeur: and Majeſty, 
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"CHAP. Y: 


Againſt thoſe who believe, that Providence does nor 
concern it ſelf m Afﬀairs of Religion. 


deny. that. 'there is a Providence ; - bur 

they believe. that it only concerns it ſelf 

in things of Higheſt Importance, as Kingdoms, 
Empires, or Republicks, but never examines 
what Belief the Inhabitants of the World profeſs, 
as-if it were indifferent to it what Men profelſs'd. 
'T will be no-difficulr thing to refure this Opt- 
nion.. For firſt,.'ris an Error ro believe thar 
Providence has not the fame ſhare in rhe Govern- 


T Here are ſome who dare nor abſolurely 


ment of Little as of: Great Afﬀairs... For why 


ſhould we not believe, that God both Manages 


and Governs all-that he preſerves, and whatever 

he has made ? Is it becauſe ir is beneath a God” 
ro-take:care of the ſmalleſt Inſects > Bur why: 
ſhould that be ſo, when he has been pleagd to- 
produce 'em out of Nothing? Have we not ras 
ther reaſon r0.admire a: Sovereign Being, who - 
having all Creatures. within the Extent of his- 
Empire,, cauſes 'em ro ſubfilt by his Word; and 
ſuſtains '*em by his Power ? Think they: that God: 
would debaſe himſelf roo much'in doing ir ? Bur - 
if the Sun ſhines upon. the moſt Cuuremprible*+ 
Dunghils, yer-cannor be ſaid ro diſgrace himſelf, . 
why will they not admir+ thar' God- ſhould} act.” 
upon the meaneſt of his Creatures, without any- 
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But they will ſay, That 'tis impofſible that 
Cod ſhould manage and; ggvern zl! things; as if 
they could be ignorant that the Knowledge and 
Power of God are Infinite, and-thart if it be his 
will alone, there needs no more for him to do 
1m the Ruling and ng of all things. And 
therefore, the Reaſon why our Indifferents argue 
fo ill is this becauſe they have no other Idea of 
Gad then of a Man, whoſe illuminatians are nar- 
rowly confin'd, whole ftrength is but very ſmall, 
and who nat being able to bufie himſelf every 
where, is conſtrain'd ro employ himſelf upon a 
certain Number of Objects. 

Moreover, they imagine, that becauſe we de- 
fpiſe all thoſe Urrle things rhat are of no uſe to 
-us, 't;S tha ſame thing with God z never conſide- 
ring, that if God rook no care bur only of thoſe 
Creatures that are uſeful ro him, or of thoſe on- 
Iy that bear ſome Proportion with him, all the 

rearures,. &v*n thoſe only which we moſt eſteem, 
not being able to add to or diminiſh any thing 
frqm his Glory and Felicity ; and being all infi- 
nitely below him, he mighr equally diſdain and 
neglect 'em all together, 

Bys not to enter any farther into the Diftuf- 
fon of this Queſtion, muſt nor they be willing- 
ly blind, who dare preſume to number whar 


concerns the Worſhip which is due ro the Deity, - 


|| © among things of little Importance ? Is there any 
; one which is of greater Moment,then that which 
has a regagd to the. Sovereign Being, which all 
Men ought to adore 2 And is 1t likely thar God 
thould Rule and Govern Monarchies and Repub- 
licks, ang leave Mea at. theis Liberty to oy 

im 
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him according to their Fancies? As if it were a 
thing Indifferent ro Him, to.be ador'd, for Ex» 
ample, under rhe fhape of the moſt Vile and 
worthleſs Animals, as the Pagans painted ſome 
of their Gods. Is ir poflible that Men can have 
ſuch extrayagant thoughts of the moſt perfect of 
all Beings 2 Where is that King fo Negligent as 
ro permit his Subjefts the Liberty to act aecor- 
ding t9 their own humours in his Aﬀairs, in his 
Armies, in his Exchequer; and leaves it to their 
Niſcretiyn to wry Bow Serve him as their Ca- 
pricio's lead 'erma > How then can they who boaſt 
their Wit preſume to fay of God, the Wiſeſt of 
all Beings, what no Man woyld adventure to 
ſay of a Perfon meerly Mortal ? 

Beſides, were it true, that Gad rook no care 
of things that concern Religion, whence comes ir 
ro paſs, that they who arc of this on ay 
ſome certain Homage to the Deiry ? ore 
do they ſometimes pray to him, fince God rakes 
no notice of what they do, and conſequently 
neyer troubles himſelf abour their neglect of his 
Worſhip ? "Their Actions ill agree with their Be- 
lief, and cauſe thaſe rhat ſee *ery to believe thar 
they are of another Opinion. Therefore it was 
a good ſaying of one Diocles, who efpying Epicu- 
7us in the Temple, cry'd out, H#/has a Feaſt, whas 
a SpeRtacle 14 this for me, to fee Epicurus 3n thy 
Temple > Al my Suſpicions are. Vaniſb'd, Piety ren 
affumes her Seat,and I newer mare clearly beheld the 
Grandeur of Fupiter, they nqw, that F ſee Epicurys 
upon bis Knees, Certainly, if this Opinipn, which 
we have refyred were true, there wquld bg ne- _ 
ver any move n&d of paying Worthip to a Det- 
ty, 


(39) 
ty. 'Twas trae, _— confeſs'd, that rhe 
Excellency. of Divine Nature deſery'd of ir ſelf, 
that ſome Honour ſhould be given. ro Her, thot 
ſhe concern'd her ſelf no more with the World, 
then if rhere were no ſhare of her in it, and rho? 
there were nothing to.be expected: by ir from 
Her. Bur he only ſpoke thus in conformity ro 
the Common Sentiments. For, in- ſhort, the 
God of that Phyloſopher, according to his Syſtem, 
was a Piece apart from the Workmanſhip, which 
a Man might well - ſuppoſe not to- belong to ir, 
and yer. no change befall ir. Otherwiſe ir is cer- 
tain, that if he had acted and ſpoken conforma- 
bly to his Real Opinions, he would have ſaid in 
plc EG min yco med ; _ 
he would neyer have perform' 
ligion.. Cicero therefore rightly tons him, 
. 1. de Nat. Deor, There are ſome People, ſays be, 
and have been, befare now, who believe that the Gods 
never meddle with human Afﬀairs. But if that 
Opinion be true, what will become of  Piety ? 


— 
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CHAP. VL 
Of the Immortality of the Soul. 


Come to thoſe who. never. much coomEnt: 
themſelves, whither there be any Providence 


or no, becauſe they hold the Soul to be 
Morrtal, that it periſhes with the Body, or art 


leaft, that rhere is no farther fear of any thing. 


_ this Life ; that there will be no Judgmenr ; 


that all. that has. been. ſaid. of. Pazadiſc and Hell- 
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| Undauntedneſs into 'em, which they ma ; 
| pear in Fight, as Bartholinus obſerves of the Danes, 
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are meer Fables, fuch as the Pagan feign'd of 
rheir Elifian Fields, &c. And therefore that all 
Religions ought ro be indifferent to Us ; fince 
we ſhall be never the more Happy, nor the 
_ Unfortunate, whateyer Religion we Em- 

ace. . 

Tis a wonderful thing, that -thete ſhould be 
found among Chriſtians, Men that dare deny 


' What the Heathens have acknowledg'd, and whar 


the .moſt Barbarous of Nations acknowledge to 
this Day, as we are given to underſtand by ma- 
ny Relations. And this. tp ſuck a degree, that 
far from believing that the Soul periſhes, they 
have rather choſen to hold,” ſome of 'em, thar 
tlie Soul' was from all Ererniry. Others, thar 
when the Soul took leave of one Body it tran(- 
migrated into another, or elſe was reunited 
to God ; or that it was transform'd into ſome 
Angel or Devit; or that it intermix'd it ſelf 
with the Elements. And this Opinion of the 
Soul's being Immortal, infuſed that Courage and 


ap” 


in his Book of the Antiquiry of Denmark, 
"Tis a thing ſo much the more ſurprizing, be- 


| cauſe there are an Infinite Number of Reaſons 


| that convince us of the Immortality of the Soul. 


J I might prove ir by the ardent Defires of Immor- 


raliry, and by that Idea which we naturally haye. 
of a furare Life ; an Idea which nothing can Era-- 
dicate : So that there'is no perſon who indep 
ly from all Conſideration, and from all 

tion, bur either fears or ſomething, accor- 
ding as he has either led a Virmous or Nw 
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Life when he Eos you. that ſame darkſam 
ercin the Preſent Life 
| frs o Hong qur eg 7 ar to make gut this Truth - 
as clear as day, I argue thus. If the Soul Ack 
fuch a Death woyld happen, el either becauſe the 
of ir would come to ſeparate, or becayſe 
it would deſtroy it felf ; 5 Of {e ſome other. 
creared Subftance wquld deſtroy it, or becauſe 
thar God | elf would annihilate ir, There can 
be concejy'd 'no other Cauſes of the Soul's dying, 
Bur is is certain, that there can nothing like. 
this be ſaid of our Squl. 
1, It eannot be faid, that the Parts of the Soul 
ſepgrare from one another ; becauſe the Soul has 
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no parts. Ir is a Spiriz, And he muſt be blind .; 
that dares deny 'it, and afſers, char 4 no. 
more then then Wind, Ys ol, _ 
_—_ ration. col fybril "a inte 
with the B It is upp : e to conceive, 
that a Soul which knows ir ſelf, and all 'orher F< 
Beings that futroupd ir, that reaches ſublime Ft 
Truths, that knows an Inviſible Ggd, that re- 
fledts *with ir ſelf apon its own thoughts, that FY 
meaſures ths B0re 2  Earlþ, and Sead, that cor- f© 
recs our Senfes and Imagingzioa 5 that pene- - 
| 


crates jpto Futurity, and diſcovers the deepeſt - 


ſhquld be 
wo 3 becauſe th tha ning: «v6 ood oh, 
deheris an lM $, ae ow u, 
ſdever rhe Es 'Bay are chang Þ a 
tick broughs 
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gs that tay Kr ry' i 
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equl © cyer be made <3 pable of hay e 
gle ti dos With all the A irs 294g Wis 
can 6. Aa what Epicurus (Jid, That 
our Reaſc inf our 0's are no more then 
certain Little ap and that 
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culation is round of Nero *Tis clear * 

SN Jad paul not Mazenial, and that by Con- 
It Nas no parts 3 a ref 

dye. No Sickneſs can "4 —S.; becau F og 

429 blood, nor humour that can feed it, New. 

[rhe Sword, Dor Fice ay i Kill it, it þas 
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Fl oy ry rs 
ve, Helf 3 for Right Reaſon 
er ends of it ſelf re its on veckes wh us ori 
ne hat every Being Eres 
re- [the fame Congition wherein is js 5 and that 
mJ VAEY Inge that pappens 1D 07 any > pro” 
or- F<<4s from an Exterigr RAE Is Gar 
til erer be .concely d haw oy hould defirey 
3+ Ir cannot be Aid, thx the Soul can be ge- 
en- "94 4 by ther Created Subſtances ; had. c3 
= © oyght. nor to. aſſure our ſelves of whar we 
yay FP 220e. Conceive, - unlefs Gad reveals it xo us 
can gi" it ix immpodijhl r9.camprehend thas « Cregy 
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4. It cannot be faid, that God deſtroys and' 
annihilares our Souls. For beſides that the An- 
nihilation of a Being, is one of thofe things of 
which there is not any example in Nature ; we 
have no Revelation that God deſigns the Anni- 
hilation of Souls. On the contrary, if they with 
whom we contend, would acknowledge rhe Di- 
viniry of Scripture, it would be eaſfie for me to 
produce 'em proofs, which invinctbly make our 
this immortaliry which we afſerr. 


This Firſt Argument may be ſupported by a - 


Second; . which is this, That if the Soul be not 
immortal, and that there be no other Life afrer 
this, we muſt rhen conclude, that it was only 
giver to Man to render him more miſerable 
then - the | Beaſts, and to be & torment to him. 
For if Man- had' not a Rational Soul, the Re- 
membrance of whar is paſs'd, the Conſideration 


of the Pteſent, and the Apprehenfion of Fururity. 
would never afflict his Mind ; but he would be. 


like the Beaſts, which if we may believe the new 
Philoſophers, feel ' no pain,/ or; if they do feel 


aty, 'tis enly-a preſent pain. If then. the Sonl' 


not immortal, it would have been betrer that 
God had made us walking Machines, then t 
give us a Soul only ro make us Suffer. 

"Tis ſaid, that Man being ſo like to Beaſts, 
all dies with him, as it is with other  Crea- 
rures. But this Objection is unworthy a Ratio- 


nal Mai. ' *Tis true, that there is ſome Confor-' 


miry berween a Man' and "a Beaſt. A Mar 'is 


Born and'is ſabje& ro Dedth'; he preſerves his 
Life by nouriſhment, -and-his King by Generati-" 


on, and he is ſubje& ro the irregulariries of Hu 
- mors, 
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mors. All this is common with the Beafts.* 1 
confeſs likewiſe that there is a Conformity which 
is diſgraceful to Man 3 and this is that which 
confiſts in the diſorders of the Body and Sences, 
and the Predominancy of the Paſtions. Tis a 
ſhame to Man, that his Paſſions over-rule him, 
where Reaſon ought to Command, and thar he 
is not the Maſter of his own Body, nor of all 
the Motions of it. Nevertheleſs, all that can 
be concluded from hence, is, that Man is Mor- 


j ral, ſo far as he has any thing of Conformity with 


Beaſts. Bur we nwſt renonnce our Reaſon, if we 
deny that Man has not an infinite number of 
things that exalt him above Brutes z and in that 
reſpect-ir is, that Man is Immortal. . | 

Altho they who believe the Soul to be Mor- 
tal, laugh at the Revelation, yerthere are ſome 
who make uſe of a Paſſage in Eccleſiaſtes, to con- 


| firm their Opinion; *Tis in the Chap. 13. 19, 
1 20, 21, The ſame thing befalls both Man and Beaſts, 


the death of the One & like the death of the other, 


| bath the one and the other breathe the ſame Breath, 
4 and Man has ne advantage above a Beaſt ; for all # 


vanity 3 All goes the ſame way; All was duſt and 
to duſt they [hall return. Wo knows whether the 
breath of Man mounts upward, or whether the breath 
of a Beaſt deſcends downward, = 


re 
Hu-/ 
nors, 


IGrear and Wiſe Prince was far from believing 
JIrthe Soul ro be Mortal. His aim is: there; only 


Bur if theſe People who borrow the Autho- 
rity of Salomon to ſupport their Error, had read. 


{the Book from which they- fetch their. Argu- 


ment, they would: haye ſeen that that ſame 
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the World, from their extraordinary Propenk- 
ry ta the Creatures, and all things that fall under 
the Senſes. On gorpele ro incline and perſuade 
'em to Lave, to Fear, and Serye the Lord only. 
And this is the concluſion which he draws at 
the end of his Book from all the Arguments 
which he produc'd before. The ſcope of the whole 
Pifcourles is, Fear God. and keep his Command- 
ments ; far this 38 the whole Duty of Man. Now I 
leave it to Judgment, Whether if Salomon had 
thought that the Saul did not ſubfiſt after death, 
he would have taken ſo much pains, ta excite 
Men to the exerciſes of Piery, for which there | 


Was no reward to be expected, fince the Belief 

of rhe Immorraligy of the Soul, is the Foundatj- 
on_of Piery and Religian. 

Bar for- an abfolue- Canvidtion, thas this. 

Great King did riot believe the Soul ro be mor- 

' tal; there needs no more then to read his 

Tenth Chapter, From the very beginning he 

' threatens Men with a Judgment to come, and 

eghorts 'em to remember God in the days of their 


cil 


ing 


Spirit returns talk. 
kn 64 ove tt. DIES 66 UIneg | 
nf wtepwer a> that our Spirit ſho 
rewen wo God that gave ir; if it ſubliſted no long; 


45 

er after it was departed from the Body which # 
<nlivened. Is it poffible that # norhing of 8ojf 
awd Spitit ſhoutd- return ro the Boſorn of Gad > 

The wiſe SaleMoh fo little believ'd our Sol to 
be Mortal, that in he fatrie Chapter, wer, 1+, 
he fays, God ſhall judge the Fuſt the Unjaſt ; 
and then ſhall be the tirme for all things, ahd over 
all bis Works, which he would never have faid, 
had he had the leaſt Thowghit rhat our Soul di- 
| ed with the Body, ; AK 
| | So thidt-by the Palſage which they alledie, he 
»-| meant no Other thing, but that in reſpect of rhe 
Body, the condition of the Beaſts ws equal ro 
| of Men, that the fame thing befals kim; and 


hat ro judge by outward appearances, when we 
ſee a Man dye; ir ſeems as if he dy'd like a Beait; 
Land that there was no diffetence between 'etni. 
4 And this was the Judgment Which rhe Prophatre 

t” | Libertines in Salomon's time made of ir. 
Sf} - Bur whar we have aid, is certainly the pre» 
cile ſence of the words. For if from rhe fay- 
ing of Eccleſiaſtes, Who knows whether the breath 
ar} of a Beaft aſcends up wor, and the breath of a Beaſt 
od i eſcends dowinoard ® We muſt conclitde thiat if S# 
X*Yomen was ignorant of that which was ro happen, 
natthe would have fpokenagaink his own knowtedye, 
8] (ceing rhar in the 12th Chapter ke fays exprethy, 
er”T[hat the Spirirretirris to God. We mult atto believe, 
reſSkhat he cqueftions whether or no the Breath of 
r afts deſcended downward;fince he makes uſe of 
s takktic (ame Exprefſion, wito knows Whether the 
cath offa Beaſt, Ve, Now is this a thing thirfh 
ile a Man as Salemoh conld dbabt of; of could he 
intlin's tv obſerve ati Error which few _— 
that 


4 , 
that the Spirir of Beaſts is immortal > Tho we 
guſt confeſs there ire ſome people that are 
of this Opinion, if we may believe the Portugueſe 
Relation of the Eaſtern /Ahiopia. 

Ic will be ſaid, perhaps , that the Soul being 
ftrictly unired with rhe Body, it cannot be con- 
ceiv'd how thz Body ſhould dye, and the Soul 
be Immortal, Bur this Argument is abſard : 
for were the Soul and Body of the ſame Nature, 
there were ſome room for this Objection. Bur 
in regard they are of a different Nature, and 
that the motions of the Soul are abſolutely in- 
dependent from thoſe of the Body ; As for ex- 
ample, when ſhe meditates upon God ; Why 
may we not ſay, that it ſubſiſts without a Body 
like the Angels * And fo much for this ſubject; 
Let us now examine whether we ought ro be- 
lieve a day of Judgment ? 


Of the Fudgment to come. 


T is impoſſible ro refle&t upon the Nature 

, of God, without being convinc'd of a Day 

of Judgment. , The Idea which we have of 
God, obliges ha ro look upon him as a Being 
Supreamly Wiſe, moſt Juſt, moft Holy, and moſt 
Perfect, Burt we can never conſider . him as a 


Being moſt Wile, gull and Perfe&, unleſs we 


underſtand at the ſame time, that he is one day 
to call Men to Judgment, and ro reward or pu- 
niſh'em, according as they have lived upon the 
Earth. In ſhorr, How can it be conceiv'd, that 
a God who made all things, who loyes Order 
and 
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andHolineſsto the higheftDegree,and who always 


acts conformably to his Virtues, can ler go un- 


.,puniſh'd the Contempts which his Creatures pur 


upon his Laws, and that he can look with the 
ſame Glances of his fayour upen thoſe that em- 


yoY themſelves in - his Praiſes, and they that 


omit forth Blaſphemies againſt him ; thoſe thar 


confeſs his Holy Name, and thoſe that abjure ir ; 


upon Virtuous Men, and the moſt Infamous De- 
bauchees ; upon St. Peter and a Herod; upon St, 
Paul and a Nero ; a St. Fohn and a Domitian ; and 
yet this is that which we muſt ſay of God, were 
it true that there would be no Day of Judgmenr. 
For that Perſon muſt be very Ignorant of the 
Aﬀairs and Tranſactions of this World, who un- 
derſtands not, that Puniſhment does not always 
artend the Tranſgreflion, and that the Wicked 
are not always Chaſtiz'd ; but that the Innocent 
are ſometimes oppreſs'd, and the Guilty juſtify'd. 


Now can we believe, that the Sanctity and 
Wiſdom of God would ſuffer Virtue-ro remain 
withour Reward, or Vice without. Puniſhment, 
had he not decreed a Day wherein to render 
unto every Man according to his Works? No, 
doubtleſs, God has nor ſuffer'd the Wicked all to 
go Unpuniſh'd, that Men might not believe there 
was no Providence ; nor does he puniſh all, thar 
Men might thence infer, there will be a rime of 
Judgment. The Invifible Hand of God collects 
together whatever Man does, whatever he thinks, 
and whatever he ſays; all is hoarded up in the 
Treaſure of. his Juſtice. Bur after God has ga- 
ther'd all his Magazine, he will return all back 

. again, 


agzin, and eauſe ro Re-deſcend on Men, what- 
ever Men ſent np to Heaven, 

To this firſt Argument, in my Opinion, anb- 
ther may be added, which is taken from the Re-$j 
tnorfe, the Troubles, and the Agirations of Con- 
ſcience, wheh a Mar has cothmitted any Crimes, 
tho' ſecret Tranſgreffions; and fiich are nor ro be 
diſcoyer'd. For from whetice proceed thoſe Tet 
rors, I befeech ye, if it be not from an Appre- 
heffton of +, which there is no pofibi- 
lity of avoiding ? 


It may be objeRted perhaps, that there are 
none bat rhe weaket ſort that labour under theſe 
Diſquiers; theſe Turmoils and ſtings of Conſci- 
ence ; little Children, poor Ideors, and filly Wo- 
men. But where is thar Man, who having (worn 
a falſe Oath, committed a Murder, or any other 
Crying Ad of Injuſtice, is port ſenfible of the 
ſharpe Rebukes and Upbraidings of his Conſci 
etice ? *"Fis not whar Women only or Childre 
do ; this is a queſtion reaches all rhat have of: 
fended againſt Heaven. | 

It may be alſo farther aid, that 'ris the ApJ | 
prehenfion of the Rigour of Hutrian Laws whichſ 
catifſes all thoſe Terrors, not the Dread of any « 
C#teftial Fribunal. Bur whence rhen comes iff E 

t1 
n 


to paſs, that thate Monarchs, who ſer themſelye 
above the Reach of all Terreſtial Juſtice, and 
boaſted of their Abomitiations, were not exemp 
ted frottt theſe Aﬀrights and Convulſions of ſelf} P 
Coryiction 3 tuch as Neto, Tihetitts, Calieula D 
Earacalla, who were flariered every day;that they} T 
tight do what they plcas'd, and who neyer hear co 
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a word of the Law of God, of the Severity of his 
Juſtice, or of a Judgment ro come ? - 
Others will alledge, that theſe Commotions 
Y . arc the Effect of our Education. But how comes 
'Y - it, that, we. neglect and contemn ſo many other 
*% things infus'd into us -by our Education, bur ne- 
© © ver can deface theſe deep Imprefſions > Whence 
*{F proceeds it, that all Mankind, with their con- 
joyn'd Efforts, could never calm theſe Tempe- 
| ftuous Agitations, nor diflipate rheſe Fears * 
Whence comes it to .paſs, that upon th* approach 
of. Death, the Greateſt Libexrines, and moſt Pro- 
re} phane, tremble at the remembrance of their Im- 
1c piety, and their Horrors ſtill augment, the 
ci'l nearer they draw toward their end ? For, if no- 
'o-ll thing were to follow but Annihilation, wheace 
"rnfl ſo much Agony. ; | oY 
her Laſtly, it. will be ſaid, that there, are many 
People wha feel none of theſe Inward Stings. 
Bur beides thar,. ir would be a difficult rhing ro 
name . any of thoſe Perſons whoſe Conſciences 
are alrogether dead and Inſenfible 3 and that 6c- 
thers might be thought to be void of all Fear, 
ApJ becauſe rhey knew how to conceal it ; their In- 
hich} conſiderable Number can by nu means weak'n 
any our Argument ; as it does not follow that the 
es if} Exiſtence of God is not a Truth beyond Con- 
elvey troul, becauſe rhere are ſome perhaps that do 
- and} nor believe ir, | 
emp The Univerſal! Conſent, in reference to this 
* ſelf Point, of all Nations that have acknowledg'd. a 
lipull ' Deity, .is a {ufficiently, convincing Proof. of the 
t the Truth of what we poiitively atlert. ,, Fox how 
hear comes it, that fo many Men agree in this parti= 
| D cular, 
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«cvfar, altho' they differ in fo rriany vther Things > 
1s ir not a Proof that this 'is one of thoſe Truths 
of which we'come to the knowledge as ſoon as 
we begin ro make uſe of our Reaſon, and which 
*'we .catnot withſtand ' without renouncing the 
Lighr of our Intellects ? 'It would be no: difficulr 
Thing .for me © to- prove this Univerſal Conſent, 
would I but colle&t .rogether what the Pagans 
have written-concerning the condition of Souls 
.after Death ; -of rhe Judges before whom th 
-were ro appear; of the Puniſhments and Rew 
prepar'd for Men in the other World ; all that 
Plato beliey'd upon this SubjeR ; 
* Plat. de Re> and Particularty the * Recital 
pub. 1,11. which he cauſes one Amnenius to 
make .in his Republic, whom he 
intraduces rerurn'd to Earth rwelve Days after 
His Death, ro make a Reporr of all that is rtranſ-J 
ated in Hell, and giving an Account, that- thef} . 
Judges, before whom the Souls of rhe Departedf | 
appear, place rhe Juſt upon the Right hand | 
-and the Wicked upon the Left, and cauſe the 
Virruous.to .aſcend ro Heaven, while the Larrer 
:are forced ro deſcend. ' 
'T might add what Strabo relates of the Brack 
#11414 among the Indians 3 whart is recited to ns 
by: thoſe who have Travell'd into 4fia, Africa] _ 
and America, And I might add to all theſ 
Proofs, another, which might be drawn fron 
aſl 


the :Qpinion of almoſt all Nations, that there 
was a neceflary Dury incumbent upon 'em to ax 
peafe the Deiry ; which prevail'd fo far, th 
many offer.d Human Sacrifices for that pu 
;POLE: 
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1:a&d to-all. theſe Arguments this RefleGtion; 
[That if there be, po future Judgment, Virtueis 
no more-then a Fantom, and that 'tis a Folly to 
purſue ber Maxims : Men may give themſclves 
po lavage - Crimes 06, FR with= 
+ cut Reluctancy ; he may be a Trayrtor, Perjur'd 
Wretch, a Knave, a Faithleſs Villain, an Adul- 
terer ; from this time forward he has no more to 
do bur to make himſelf moſt powerful in Soci- 
ety, 'and preſerve his Life, fince he has nothing 
to fear after. Death, no more then if he had led 
a'Life the moſt Exact and Virmous that could 
be imagin'd. But where is that Man to be found 
that wou'd not abominate an Opinion, that fa- 
yours, in this manner,the moſt Horrid of Crimes, 
and moſt Impious Enormities ? Or if it were re- 
ceiv'd;whar Man would be willing to brook that 
the World ſhould be no other then a wide Re- 
ceptacle of only Thieves and Robbers, a meer 
Chaos, where there was no Curb upon the Cor.- 
{cience ? 


, CH AP, VIIL 


ww Tere it 3s prov'd, that alths" we had no certain 
ca Proofs of a Fudgment to come, yet we ought to 
vs live #n ſuch a manner, as if we were offer'd oe 


ene 
=. ET vs preſs a little Cloſer upon thoſe a- 
gainſt whom we diſpute, and pur the 
| Queſtion to *em, whether they are well 
aſſur'd, that all thar is _ of the Day of Judg- 
. 


mcene 
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-ment and Life ro come, are Fables and Stories, 
as they loudly gave out, Da they -believe ir ra 
be a thing contrary to the Virtue of a moſt'Per+ 
fect Being, to puniſh thoſe who have ſo often Vi- 
olated his Laws, thoſe that refus'd to obey him, 
and whom he ſpar'd in this Life Is it leſs bes 
coming God ro be Juſt then ro be Mercitul? -I 
queſtion whether any Body will preſume to up» 
hold ir, tho' there are many who have doubred 
the Truth. of rhe Day of Judgment 3 and others, 
awho upon their Dearh-beds have faid, 'T hat they 
were going to be inform'd of three Things z wher 
ther there were a God ? - whether rhe Soul wete 
Immarral ? and whether there were a Heaven or 
Het ? a very Ediſying Confeflicn, ] will grant 
thar our Indifferent-Men may not be abſolutely 
convinc'd by our alledg'd Reaſons,, or: þy- any 
orhers-which we copld produce z However; rhey 
muſt canfels, thar there is ſome cauſe roQueftt» 
on, wherhep the Sentiment whick they have em# 
brac'd be true of noe. They believe, thar: all 
Remorle .of Conſcience proceeds from the Pres 
judices of Edycation. But I beleve they pro 
ceed from an Apprehenſion of keing puniſh'd fop 
whar we haye committed, and from the fear of 
a Jrdgient, which is *ner potjible ofgr ps re 
avgid. They ſay, that I. am deceiy'd 5 yercthey 
ought a leaft ts acknowledge, that jt 45 nat ig 
clear that 1 am ja an Error 3 Þut that there may 
be fome reaſon to goube wherhep | am or p@ 
This then appears to be the Condition, oth 
they know Not certainly, according r6 their awn 
Conf Ron, wherber they ſhatl be Brerndlly Mie 
I-ravie; as It 18 Frquilite 16r ern 0 actnowidllys 
7 that 
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ac} can befall a Good Crbiags ppetng FEES 
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. other muſt loſe their Bein 
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that they have deſerv'd to be by their Tran(- 
greſfions, - or whether they ſhall be annihilated- 
Good God ! Whatan Uncertainty is this ! Would 
it not then be berter, in the midft of-this uncer- 
tainty, to.praftiſe that. which- would gain er 

ernal Felicity, if ir be rrue that there is .a Pa- 
radife, then to do thoſe things that are reward- 
ed with Erernal Pains, if there be a Judgment; 
or a Hell? In the choice of Opinions, which 
Men, know not certainly. whetlier they be tfus 
or falſe, ſound Judginent 86d fight Reaſon re- 
on, that Men ſhould. prefer that Steerage that 

is 'ema £9 gain, if truth be on their (ide, and 
where there is nothing to loſe, if they be de- 
cely'd 5 and on the other hand, reject that by 
which they can gain nothing, tho" they were in 
the Right, but much to loſe, ſhould it prove their 
Misfortune to be deluded. This is now our Cale, 
A Man who lives. as if he were to be judg'd, has 


nothing to be afraid of, ſuppoſing he ſhould be 
deceiv'd,. but ovary thn (s ior, if he be 
not in-an Error, has ts be afraid 


tune 5. but at fealt he ought io more to be afraid 
of any. ſuflering, or that he ſhall be more Miſe» 
Fans then he (0 has liv'd, L fo ow "ny ” 
nt to be expected, the one and the 

© £ and all the Confer 
quences of Being, as Pain, Pteaſure, Felicity, 
and 'Miſery, This is the greateſt Miſchief that 
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in an Error: But if he- be nor deteiv'd; he nay 
be ſure of enjoying Feliciry Ererhal, arid Infenite 
Happineſs. There is rhen' great Gait attends 
him, if he be not deluded; bur there is' nothing 
to loſe in caſe he be, by the Confeffion of the 
ungodly themſelves. On the other fide, a Man 
who believes not a laſt Judgment, and who lives 
in the unbelief of it, has nothing ro hope for, if 
he be nor deceived, becauſe his greateſt Felicity 
is to be annihilared ; but every thing ro be a- 
fraid of, if he be nnder a miftake. For if at his 
departure oor of the World, he finds rhere is a 
God, thar'thete' is a Judgment, or a Hefl, rhere 
catinot be iragin'd\ a Creature more miſerable. 

Now let any Man judge, whether it be rior 
the Accompliſhmenr of Extravagance, ro mzke 
choice df ant orgs tet _— rens rhe 
risk of being Ete mſerable, arid Hopes 
for nothirlig bur Arjhibilation: Arid whether; 
rh6 rhere were rio certain proofs of a Judgment 
ro cone, if were not better for 'em always wo 
detrican. thetnſelves, as if they were ro be jadg'd. 
I fay no more; for this is ſufficient ro ſhew, 
that fince our Mdifferent- Men are not affur'd 
that rhafe is no [udginent, rhey oughr not to 
bulky upat this Opinion the Indifſerency of Re 

pions. 
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CHAP. IX, 


WPherein i examin'd, whether there be any thing: 
True or Falſe, Fuſt or Unjuſt. 

Mong thoſe whom I call Indifferent* Men, + 
there are ha who believe, that there. 
is nothing True or Falſe, Juſt or Unjuft, 

fo that it is lawful to do whatever a Man plea- 

ſes, and to embrace that Religion that . agrees 
moſt with their Intereſts. Who could: ever be- 


| live that in our Age there ſhould be People thar 


ſhould go abour to introduce ſuch Scepriciſm-in-- 
ra Religion. There is nothing True, ſay they :- 
Yer at leaft, accordipg to their Sentiments, ir 
muſt be true, that there is nothing True. More- 
oyer, is it not True, that they who maintain this 
Argument, have a Being, that they are Think- 
ing Souls, and extended Bodies; Ehar-ir is im- 
poſſible a Thing ſhould be, and not be ar the faine: 
rime, that Two and Two make Four, and rhar 
theWhole is bigger then the Parr ? Certainly, 
there is no body ſo extravagant as to deny. it: 
We do not difpure of this marrer, . will 'the Indif- 
ferent Men ſay ; bur of things that» concern-Re- 
ligion, L grant it. *'Tis- already yery much 
that: they will confeſs. that there 1s ſomething. 
True ; but till it is not true, thar.there is- a. 
God ; that this God is moſt. Perfect, moſt Juſt; 
Omnipotentz &c, Ar leaſt; it is no more True, 
therr ro fay,. there is no God, or, that this God is- 
an imperfect Being and Unzuſt; | 
Edo — mm 
unleſs | own 
ny it; they _ - againſt = 
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Conſciences. For then. there is nothing ſo eaſe 
as to deny every thing, and to maintain at Noon” 
day that the Sun is not riſen, or that a Circle is 
a Square, I am well aſfur'd, .that if our Pyrrho- 
21ans would ſpeak fincerely,they would acknow - 
ledpe, *rhar it is alſo true, that God ought ra be 
lerv'd, 'and that, in juch a manner as 1s agreea- 
ble to his Nature. They are» therefore moſt 
grofly miſtaken, who aſferr, that there is nothing 
of -I'ruth. In ſhoet, every Propofition ought ro 
be I'rue of Falſe; Ir is EF rae, when it afhrms or ' 
denies nothing of a ſubject; bur-what we ought 
ro. affirm or deny. Ir is Falſe, when it affirms or 
denies what ought nor to' be-affirm'd or deny'd.: 
But is'it. nor certain, ' will ovr Skepticks ſay, 
that upon every Subject we may find out Rea- 
ſons, protand cox, equally ſtrong and convincing ? 
I grant. there are ſeveral Subjets' upon which 
Men may argue variouſly 3 inſomuch- that they 
ſhatl bear a great loſs: which fide ro rake, before. 
they have carefully weigh'd and confider'd the 
Arguments on both fides. - I confeſs alſo, thar 
there are ſome; very evident Truths that have 
been diſputed among Philoſophers ; among others, 
ſome have deny'd: Motion. Wir loves to ſport 
ſometimes, and. endeavours to obſcure by So- 
phiſms, Things the moſt plain and perſpicuous-: 
bur I deny, that what is faid on both fides' is 
equally ſolid, and that ir is fir ro compare So-' 
phiſms with good Arguments. There are ſome 
propoftions to which we cannot refuſe our affent; 
and ſome thar we.cannot deny withour acting a-: 
gainſt the Lighr of our Underſtanding.” There- are 
ſome that are nor ſoapparent,and others'tharopen-: 
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ly. oppoſe Reaſon. All that our Skepricks ſay, does 
bur reach us, that we ought to ſtand upon our 
Guards, and nor to haſten. our Judgment. with 
too much - precepitancy, but ro ſuſpend it, till 
Conviction, and our Underſtanding.force us from 
that Hefitation. So that I extremely approve 
the Rules ſer down by a Philoſopher of our Age, 
who would have us, when we propots any thing, 
not only carefully to examin the Thing, and to 
determin nothing rill after we have well thought 
upon.iv, .but alſo to ſee, dt. 

1. Whether it be not true,-that: we believe 
the ihing in diſpute for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe our Maſters have fo taught us. : 

2. Whether ir be not + True, that we believe 
the thing upon no other account, bur only be- 
cauſe it was approved by a great'number of Per- 
ſons that have gain'd a Repute in. the World. 

3- Whether it be not True, that - we- believe 


the thing, by reaſon of long Uſe and Cuſtom ; 


that 1s to ſay, Becauſe we have ſach an Idea 1n 
our heads from our Education and our Infancy, 
and for that we judge that ſeverab things were 


'True,becauſe they were conformable to that Idea. 


4. Whether it be not True, that we conclude 
the .Fruth in Diſpute, from a ſuppoſed Princi- 
ple, aud-ſuch a one which we.never examin'd. 

5. Whether, it be not True, that- we believe 
the Thing,, only becauſe ir is a Novelty.” ' . 
. Theſe are the Precautjons which we ought to 
take; , but. tis an-extravagancy, .ta maintain thar 
there 1s.nothing Trae. WeHarurally all of us love 
Truth,, and we. defire to find -it our. - Is- it then 


"za be thought. that this Deſire ſhould be En- 
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grafted in all Men, if chere were- nothing True 
or Falſe? | 


What 1 afert of. Trath, I alſo ſpeak of Juſtice 
or Injuſtice ;- that is to ſay, that thete is ſome- 
thing of. Juſt or. boy om and that there is a te 
ceffary. diftinQion berween Good and. Evil, be- 
eween that which i. Honeſt, and that which is- 
nor. ſo. 

In ſhort, were there no reaſon fet this diftin- 
Ction, it mrſt be ſaid, that Paracides ati Blaf- 

hemers, to ſpeak Properly, Corritnit nb Critire. ;; 

'tis- the ſame thinp whether we Hare or 

Love God: ;- whether-we Hotiour out Parerts;ot - 
Cur their-T rears. 

Now Fbefeech ye, Can fiich Sentithents en 
ter our Thoughts without Horror? They will: 
ſay, perbaps, char this- Horror proveeds from 
the jadices of Education. But if. it be &,. 
How commes-it to paſs, that the ſatrie Horror is: 
Unverſal among all*People, rb& rheir. Edncation. 
be very different ? 
' They will" likewife object, that Legiſlarots, 
and Governors of States and Kingdoms have ta- 
ken great.Care to infuſe int6 the People, that 
'there is ſomthing of Juſt and 'Unjuſt. Bur is it. 
probable, thar thoſe Legiſlators conld have a-- 
greed-1o exactly: withour conſulting together, 'to 
impoſe the ſame things ſo many different 
People ?. That they were ſ& ſufficiently powerful, 
4s to engrave their Preceptsm the botrom- of the 
Peoples Hearrs ;- or fo politick and cunning, as 
to inſpire into,'em-rht niceneſs, as-to make it a 
fcruple of Conſcience to diſobey 'em > Or bow 
is it. ta. he. imagin'd, rhat 'fo 'vaſt k —" 

plej 
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People would entertain .and up Laws thar 
_ recompence Virtue, and puniſh Vice, bur which 

are otherwiſe {o- very ſevere and irkſom, unleſs. 

there were a Natural-Light, which makes all. 

Men agree in-the. point of their- Juſtice. 

| not Man a.Nartural Idea, and a Natural 
, | Love of Duty, Men might be made believe in: 

| that particular, whatever Impoſture pleas'd ; and 
they might be. perſuaded, that Ingratitude, Per- 
fidiouſnels, and Blaſphemy, are Virtues which - 
ought to-be efteemed.;. Nevertheleſs, nothing is 
more Impoffible. 

It will be ſaid, that ſeveral Nations have fub- 
mitred ro Bad Laws as well as good. But cer- 
tain It is, that never any Legiſlators could im- 

ofe thoſe Laws which were alrogether bad. 
he Lawgivers concem'd, ſtill intermix'd 'em. 
among the good ones; and: endeavour-to ſupport” 

'em with:good Principles, already in vogue as 

mong the People :- They have alfo made uſe of. 
"1 Force to eſtabliſh or preferve 'em ; ſo that ſab- 
miſſion to unjuſt Conſtitutions -is -a proof of the 
Neceffity of thoſe which are. juft. 

Bur ler us preſs a lirtle cloſer. upon our $yr: b5+- 
ary ans. Either they are bound to obey: their Rea-- 
fon, or they are not. If they: are not obligd,. 
their Reaſon ſtands 'em in no ſtead, and it is in- 
Vain that Nature has made 'em Rational Crea- 
ent tures. If they are bound, they do ill when they. 
Os: withdraw their Obedience from - it. . Therefore 

4s there is a difference berween Good . and Evil. . 
It wilt be objected, no doubt, . that Reaſon di- 
Qares to ohne Man that the Thing is Good, to 
anothar, that ir is Bad, ſo that ir depends purely. 


upon 
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upoh humour. ' Bur certain it is, that there are 
ſotne things good, and others bad, by the Con- 


ſens of all Mankind: So that in that reſpect, 
our Reaſon is beyond all Controul.- Moreover, 


the Force. of that Objection reaches no farther' 


then to prove, that all Men have not the ſame 
parts 5 and that they do not all diſtinguiſh Good 
and Evil as they ought ro do. Bur they are nor 


able ro- prove from thence that there is nothing” 


Tuſt or Unjuſt : On the other fide, 'tis a certain 
proof, thar Men have naturally an Idea, thar 
there is ſome thing Juſt, and ſome thing which 
is nor fo. X 

Ler us then- put this Queſtion to our Skeprics, 
wherher the Creature owes Nothing or Some- 
thing to- his. Creator > No Man durſt hitherto 
maintain, that the Creature owes. him. Nothing. 
. If any thing, he is oblig'd ro- performances, and 
if he do not pay what he owes, he does ill. There 
- ire ſome things, which are good: in themſelves, 
and others which are not ſo; and therefore tis 
to build a Sandy Foundation, to pretend to prove 
'that Religions. are Indifferent, becauſe there is 
nothing Hy Nature Good or Evil. | 

I ſhall add but one word. more in Oppoſition: 
to thoſe who aflerr, thar to ſpeak properly, there 


is nothing Juſt bur what agrees with our Intereſt; ' 


or with the Public Benefit. This Opinion is 


very abſurd, 1. Becauſe, that Right Reaſon ob= 


liges, us frequently to aCt againſt our own Inte- 
reſts, and Commands. us. ro-do thoſe things thar 
prove tniſchievous and hurtful to us, as.it prohi- 
birs us from other things that might redound to 
our Benefit, yer after we have followed =- Dir 

ares 
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ares of Right Reaſon, receive a- great deal of 
Comfort and Satisfaction for ſo doing. 2. Be- 
cauſe, thar if. 'Profir and Advantage were to be 
the Chief Rule of our Actions, our firſt Begin- 
ning and laſt End, there would: be no Truth nor 
Sincerity berween Man and Man, it would be 
in vain .that Nature has made us Sociable Crea- 
rures, and it would behove us rather to ſay, that 
Men were Created to be Robbers and Poiſoners, 
when their Intereſt . requird it; which is the 
moſt Horrid thing .in the World.' 93. Becauſe, 
thar if Profir were to be the Rule of all our Aci= 
ons ; and if the Idea of Honeſty were a meer 
Ilufgon, all Men in the World would neyer / di- 
ſtinguiſh as-they do between Profitable and Ho- 
neſt ; and Men the moſt Corrupt would never 
be ſenfible from rime to time, of the Force of 
that Idea. For this is a convincing Proof, that 
this Idea is one of the Firſt Eſtabliſhments of 
Nature. . - | 
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CHAP. X. 
Againſt thoſe who believe, that the Truth x Conceal'd, 
124 JON T 


FT the Croud of our - Þrdifferent-Men, there 
8 are ſome who-dare not poſitively maintain, 
rhar there 'is nothing true ; bur they believe 
that Truth .is plung'd 'in Democritus's Well, and 
that it is entirely -ConceaPd ' from Men; 'and 
that therefore, 'ris noi great matter what' Religi- 
on: we Embrace, . becauſe we' know not where 

. : 


(a) 

But what we have already faid in the forego- 
ing Chapter, ſhews the Abſurdiry of rhis Opini- 
on. For we have ſufficiently /prov'd, that all 
theſe Truths. are not conceal'd- from Men, bur 
that there are a great Number, who are clearly 
Convinc'd, that. there is a God, that he is moſt 
Wile, Almighty, moſt Perfet, that we: ought 
wo- ſerve him, and that we ought to do as we: 
would be done by. 

In ſhort, it would be a thing if there 
were no Trurhs ; thar God given us under- 
ſtanding capable to reach and apprehend em, and- 
yet that he ſhould” not have reveal'd 'em tous, 
or that he ſhould not have fix'd a: kind of Rela- 
tion between thoſe Truths and our Underſtan-- 
dings, to know when they meer, and when they 
do not-meet, together. like manner, it would 
be a ſurprizing thing, thar God ſhould. have 


Created Light, and given Men Eyes” to fee it, . 


yet never produce it into-the World, "The. Idea 
which we have of God, is; that he is a Being 
both good and gracious by doing good. Now 


what Idea can we have of a God that has made- 


Creatures, and yet would conceal himſelf from 
'*m 3 Who has endu'd '*em-with Reaſon to under-- 
Kand Truth, yer had not reveal'd to 'emr thoſe. 
Truths which -it moſt concern'd 'em to know ? 

If ir be objeRted, that there are an infinite- 
mamber-of Trurhs which Man can never dive. 
into by the Light of-Narutre,. we muſt be forc'd' 
to grant it, we Gannot 1 it. *Tis 
nor £0 {peak of the Myſteries of the Trinity and. 
raught us,. and into. which the wit of Man can 


nevery 


©, + FE 
never penetrate ; there. are ſeveral other-Trutlis 
leſs difficult ro apprehend ; which Men however 


had been alrogether ignorant of, had it nor been. 


for Reyelation.For Example,Men might naturally 
know, by the Light of Reaſon only,thar there is a 
God, and that this God ought to be ador'd,but he 
knows not what mater this Sovereign Be- 
ing will be adot'd. He knows that he is a Sinner, 
but he knows not or Light of TOES, which 

way ro matke His He may. 
we tt His eel & At hs ti knows 


not what will becotne of his Soril: nor had the 


_—_ in this Particular atry other then confus'4 


t Atrian (aid. 

es of Socrttes, that Wiſe 
pra mmtpenh thitt he was no better 
pon this Subject then the Einperor. 


by the 


fortm'd 


It is certtin theh, thar Revelation is necetfary ;. 


butt we aſſert alſo, that this Revelation. has been 
made; and that God: has manifefted to Men 
whatever 1s 


end they tndy 'be kappy 3 and this is thar Revs 


Teſtairent.. 


Kea, which may be dB bcAy the- 
| 
, be-- 


for *etn.'to Ktow, to rhe - 


lation dh her" 'with'th. the Old 41d New. 


” 
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CHAP, XI 
Of the Divinity of the Scripture. 


N regard there are ſeveral Perſons that will 
not acknowledge the. Books of the Old and 
New Teſtament to be Divinely inſpir'd,'tis 

neceflary to ſertle the Confirmation of this Truth 
before we go any farther ; and thig 1s that which 
we ſhall ſuccinctly undertake in -this . Chapter, 
until we ſhall have accompliſt'd it more. at large, 
with God's permiſſion, in another, T reariſe, 

Nor do I believe it. to be. a.thing ſo difficult 


to, demonſtrate the Diviniry of. the Scriptures, as - 


at firſt it ſeems ro þe. For either they muſt ſay, 
that God has not made: himſelf known, .or. that 
he has reveal'd himſelf, but that we know nor 
where this Revelation is : or elſe they muſt con- 
feſs, thar ir is to be found in the Scriptures. They 
cannar ſay,that God has not made himſelf known, 
for we. have prov'd in the foregoing Chaptex, that 
they cannot maimain. it, withour having, a very 
unworthy Idea of God. They cannor ſay, - thar 


God has reveal'd himſelf, bur that they know nor: 
where this Revelation is. For wherefore ſhould: 
God have reveal'd himſelf, if the Book be not 
known wherein he has declar'd his Will ro Men ?- 
Therefore they muſt confeſs, thar God has made- 
himſelf Khown in the Books of the Old and New: 
Teſtament. For they cannor tell us of any othes; 


becauſe there -1s no- other which has:more the 
Characters of Divinity; and thoſe Characters 


ay 
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ate ſo viſible, that he tuft wilkngly hoodwink 


. bis own Eyes that cannot ſee 'em. 


In ſhort, what conld be defird. in a Book of 
which God-was the Aurhor, then whar is found 
in the Sacred Writings ? Who'is there that would: 
not look uport ir'as a Divine Work? : A_ Book that 
teaches/'us Truths ſo Exrraordinary, ſo Sublime, 
that Men could never otherwiſe have been able 


to have invented ; Yet ſuch as have a ſtrict Co» 


herence and Tye however with the Common. 
Notions, which Nature, or rather. the - God of 
Nature has imprinted in our Minds ; and which 
reaches *em- i a' maniner- fo lofry».and ſo plain ar: 
the fame rime, that tho? thete' ſeem-not to appear 


in it any Ornaments of Vulgar Eloquence, yer. 


there is all that human Art can afford Us; a 
Sovereign Authoriry which Imprints reſpect in 
the Soul of him that reads ir, and a winning Fa-. 
cility,- whick attracts and captivares their Atren- 
TION: * | | ; 


then car} be conceiv'd ; that deſcribes him. to us 
as a Spirit, that has no Communication with mat-. 
rer; an Infinite Spirit that is every where, an Al- 
mighry Being, that does all rhings ; that Created 
the World; and ſuſtains it.by his Providence ; 
who is the Ruler of ali Events, the abſolute Ma- 
ſter'of all rhings;' the Judge of Mem and' Angels. 


A Book, which clearly Unfolds- to: us,” what 
Human Reaſon would never have diſcover'd bur : 


very imperfectly, which - never pronounces: any 
Cenſures, nor gives any - Cenſures, bur -whar the. 


1 
; Crnſcience findan0 be moſt juſt ;- thar. pratniſes |. 
nothing*but whar:the Conſcience defires'; rhar - 


threatens 


=, 


4 Book; that gives us a greaterildea of God, 


threatens nothing but what the Conſcience dreads: 
and does it not thence appear, that. the Author 
of the Conſcience is the Author, of. this Book, 

A Book, that Humbles Man before God, by 
giving. him: to nn his pro7 
and wretchedneſs,. his natural Corruption and: 
Sin: thar romages. the very. Secrets and En- 
trenchments of our Souls, ro ſhew us our con» 
ceal'd Vices, our Vaniry, our Pride, our Self-- 
Love, out Love of the World, our Love of Re- 


_— " _— a 


A' Book, that is not contented to 
an exterior Holineſs,. bur which 
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wrote it, never had any communication one with 
another, bur were ſeparated by long Intervals of 
Apes, which ſhews that they were all inſpir'd 
with the ſame Spirir, and that they had a Sove- 
reign Maſter over 'em, who precided over the 
whole work. ka | 
A Book, which has foretold extraordinary 
Events before they happen'd ;- and with ſo much 
certainty, that you would rather rake it ro be a 
recital of things paſt, then a prediction of things 
to come: which ſhews-us, thar ir ſprings from a 
Spirit, before which all rhings are preſent, which 
| ſees all rhings, and which clearly ſhines in the | 
darkneſs of Fururity, in regard that nothing hap» 
pens which it has nor ordain'd. 
A Bock, which having diſcover'd ro Man, 
thar he is Criminal, atid Guifry before an Inft» | 
nive Majeſty, which muſt be atton'd, reaches him ' 
afterwards the trux means by which be was re- 
conciPd- ro his Judge, ſhews him a Divine 
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fotr, which neither can' be expreſsd nor con* 
ceiv'd, 

A Book, whereir the Doctrine contain'd ſup* Þ + 
plies - all che neceſſities of .the Soul, and ſatisfies 
all her: defires ; for-rhere is no - queſtion to be (| { 
made, bur that a Book, where our Souk; whale br 
Defires are Infinite, finds plenary / ſatisfaction, 
muſt 'be the Production of a Deiry, who being. 
only. able ro know what. we would defire; is on- 
ly able himſelf alone to content us. 

A Book;; the Doctrine of which produces ſuch * 
extraordinary Effects, that when it is ohce re* 
ceiv'd into our Hearts, there is nothing able - ro | * 
ſhake-our Conftancy and our Faith 5 £0, not the 
moſt cruel of Torments. 1 

A. Book , whoſe Doctrine has been receiv'd in» 
to the World, maugre all rhe Efforts of the De- 
vil, rh6.it were only: divulg'd by Fiſhermen and 
Toll-gatherers, and for met with the 
Doha, hoR pomnr Rings cnt; Knpapery, we 

0 potent perors, wha. 
perſecuted, and put to the moſt cruel of Tor- 
ments, thoſe that preach'd it, 

A Book, that has been confirm'd by an Infinite- 
number of Miracles, and by - the Blood of a vaſt 
number of Martyrs, of all Orders, of both-Sexes, 
of all Conditions, of all Ages, | 

Laftly, 4 Book, that to this very day pre- 
ſerves it's priſtin Veneration, th0 no endeavours 
have been omitted to obliterate it, while ſo ma* 
ny. Works have periſh'd, which one would have. 

would have endur'd as long as. 
this be not the work of let 
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il th. 


Sun. - 
'em cell 
ſhew us 

any 


us; what is a Divine Book, or-let'em 
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.any others, wherein all theſe Characters meet to- 
4 gether. Bur that's more then everthey will be 
 ablerodo. 


'Tis certain then, that God is reveal'd to Men 
and that this Revelation is found in the Books of 
the Old and New Teſtament. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the Clearneſs of the Holy Scripture. 


8 Here are ſame Men, whe acknowledge 
the Divinity of the Scripture, ' but they 
ſay, 'tis ſo obſcure, thar no Body can 

Aiſcover by it, which is the true Religion; rhar 


there'never was any Hererick bur vaunred of the '4r aw 
ing his Paradoxes, pam the Writings of the $05; 


rophers and Apoſtles. do that na Man can be 
contident from thence, what Religian ro fix up- 
on + becauſe all the Religions in the World are 
nat equally ta be prov'd by the Holy Scripture, 
According ta which Opinjog we may as well fay, 
that The, Qracles of God are like rhaſe of the Sy- 
bills, and rhar jt fares with the Haly Ghoſt ax 
with the 479//g of rhe Pagans, whote Anſwers 
were {o abſcure, har rhey might well be raken 
{in 1wo oppalire Senles, 

- ] do. noh, however, believe that they whoarg 
aþ4his 4) pinion, Will preteme rg majarajn, that 
Papanitin and Mahomguim can be prev's by 
| __ ar that Jadailn is 16 be found in the 
Books of the Now Teltainent, And therefore 
WEey miulk BEANOWICUS, CHAk it OVgat BYL, IQ be 
af 
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ſtop there. 


this they cann6r deny, unleſs they will doubr of 
the Wiſdom of the moſt Being. This 
End he teaches us himſelf by his Servants. A/ 
#bings, ſays St. Paul, Rom. 1 5. 4. were written for 
our Inſtrution, to the end, that through Patience and 
Conſolation in the Holy Scriptures, we might have | 


, -bepe. And the ſame Apoſtle declares, 2 Tm. 3. 
' 16, 17, That the whole Scripture is Divinely inſpir'd, 
* and properly for Teaching, C onvincing, Corredting 
.and Inſtruting according to Fuſtice, to the end the 
Man of God may be accomfpiſh'd, and perfeftly ie 
ftrufted in every good work, Bur I beſeech ye, whar 
Inftrution, what Conſolation can a Man re- [| 
ceive from a Book fo obſcure as the Scripture, 
if what our Ind:ifferent Men 2fſert, be true ? Or 
can a work of that nature accompliſh a-Man of 
God 2? *Tis the Pleaſure of God that we ſhould 
have recourſe to his Word, as to the Rule of our 
Faith and our Manners ; the Apoſtles Anathema- 
rize thoſe that reach any other Doctrine, and 
command the Faithful not to hold communicatt» 
on with fuch ſort of People, and pronounce the 
Peace of God upon all thoſe thar walk according 
ro that Rule. Bur how is it poflible that this 
Book can frve for a Rule, if it be ſo extreamly 
obſcure ? 


--J-L YE OSES leaks oa Ae 


(71) 


-obſcure? and why ſhould Anathema's be yo 
der'd our againſt all thoſe rhar teach any ofther” oth: 


Dottrine then what is -contain'd therein, if we 
cannot preciſely know what it is thar it reaches? 

Either God could not clearly reveal himſelf to 
'Men, or elſe ir was not his Pleaſure ſo ro do, 
Can it be faid, that he could nor ? Whar is Im- 
poſſible ro rhe Father and Author of Light ? 


_ . who himfelf has placed the Sun-and the Stars in 


'the Firmament, to enfighten the whole World 2 
Can it be faid, rhar it was not his Pleafure ? 
How ! Would not the Father of Mercy, whoſe 
-Goodnelſs is Infinite, vouchſafe ro make his Will 
clearly known zo Men, to the end they may PY 

oes 


him fairhful Obedietce ? If fo, wherefore 


" "he threaten pains Eternal to thoſe thar diſobey 


him, and believe nor in his Word ? 

I maft confeſs, there are many things obſcure- 
1y deliverd in Holy Scripture. Ir contains = 
lar Depths and Myſteries. And it was the Plea- 
ſure of God ir ſhould be ſo, ro humble our Lofty 


 Keaſon pufft up with Knowledge; ro waken 


our Minds, that fall aſleep when'we meer with 
'no difficulty ; to oblige us ro Pray, Meditate, 
and Labour ; make us the more earneſtly wiſh 
for that day when 'we ſhall be filld with the 
-ypoancy of all' things the moft obſcure. Bur 
if rhere be things obſcure and difficult in Scrip- 
rure, there are others that are 'moſt clear and 
'eafie. Ir proportions it ſelf ro all, and offers ir 
felf to all. There is in it a Simplicity rhar de- 
bafes it ſelf ro rhe moſt Simple, and a Lofrineſs 
that exercifes the moſt Learned. All indiffe- 
cently drain from it ; but far from being able ro 


empty 
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72 
empty” ir by filling our ſelves, we always leave 
behind Abyfles of Knowledge and Wiſdom,which 
we adore,withour being able ro. comprehend 'em. 4 
Thus the 'Loftineſs of it aſtonaſbes the Haughty ; t 
awakes the Sloathful by the Importance of - the Mat= 
ter concerning which it . treats; The Difficulties 
contain'd jn it exerciſe the Induſtry, and it nouriſhes 
the Wiſe with its Illuminations, according to the 
ſaying of . St. Auſtin 3 which is that which Saint 
- Gregory very, well explains in his Letter to the 
- Arch-Biſhopof Seville, when he ſent him his Mp- 
rals, upon Feb. As the word of God, ays he, en- 
Ploſes Myſteries able to exerciſe the Wits of the moſt 
clear-ſighted, ſo it alſo contains clear and evident 
"Truths, proper to feed the ſimple and leſs Learned. 
Outwardh it has wherewithal to give Milk to Babes, 
and within her Secret Folds and Concealments ſuſf- 
cient - to. raviſh with. admiration the - ſublimeſt of 
Human Wits ; like a River ſo ſhallow-in fome pla- 
ces that a Lamb may wade over, and in others deep 
enough for an Elephant to Smim. And in the 
Pretace ro the 2oth Book of his Morals, he thus 
expreſſes himſelf, 

* The Scripture is incomparably ſuperior ro all 
other Doctrine z nor only for rhat it brings us 
« Tidings. of nothing but certain Truths; nor 

* only becauſe-it calls us 19. a Heavenly Coun: 
** try, becauſe ir changes rhe Hearts of thoſe that 
* read it, by withdrawing 'em from Terreſtrial 
* Deſires, and . inflaming 'em with a Deſire of 
* Heaven ; but allo far tha at. rhe ſame rime that 
* ix exerciſes rhe more | Inzelligens (and perfect 
* with Obſcure Texts, ir Caretizs and Comforts 

4 the more imperfect and feeble VUnderſtandings 
j with 
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< with-the ſweetneſs and: eafinels of its precepts, 
« It is neither ſo:obſcure: as' to ſcare Men: from 
<« reading :it;- nor” 1{o eafie to be'underftvod] as 
* ro: mEtur Contempt, "Fhe' more Famitiat iris; 
* the-leſsic diſreliſhes :' the more Men: Meditate 
< upon'ir; the Higher Value rhey* put upon it: 
* Ir aſſiſts our Souls by the" Simpliciry of 'Words, 
* and' the Sublimiry of the Sence'which-is'there- 
« ;n'contain'd ; and- ſeems ro grow and exalt it 
« {elf by degrees, - as' they: that read it raiſe 
* rhemſelves and” grow in” Underſtanding: $5 
* thar-the moſt Ignorant, -and they that have the 
© meaneſt- parrs underſtand” fomething'-in ir, and 
* che Learned' always meer with: Novelry. To 
which we may add whart. Sr. Auſtin fays, Thar 
ir; propoſes to us whatever is moſt neceflary for 
the Conduct of  onr Lives ;- that it explaitis ard 
illuſtrates ic ſelf; by-expounding-eleafty' to us it 
ſome parts,- whar' it' dehyers bur obſcurely” in/'6- 
thers: This pious Biſhop every: where inlinuates, 
thar the Scriprures manner of teaching is propor=- 
tianable to all' ſorts of Conditions, and - to- the 
Underftanding of Readers the moſt fimple; and 
of: -meaneſt Capacities; that ivinviressll{Menby 
a.plain''and ſimpte: Diſcoutſe/ ro fedk3 theretr, 


- wherewith: ro nouriſh themſelves with apparetit 


Eruirhs;! and wherewith' to- exerci{at 'thetnſave; 
in the 'difcovery-of rhoſe rhar- are conceaPd; 'that 
if ir puts ro/ ſhame the Vanity of the} Havghty, 
by reafon of the fublimiry of ir,” to which they 
cannor reach ; if: the Deptis'of it *affrights arid 
rercifies thoſe that {krive''to penetrate” -into+ ir ; 
it-nourithes by Vertue of thoſe 'T rwthywhefewirh 
-K-is repleniit/d, rhe moſt ry Souls, _ = 
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ferds Children that Food which is proper for 
'em, through rhe Familiarity wherewith ir ſpeaks. 
- To be convinc'd of the Clearneſs of the Scrip-' 
-rures, there: needs: no-more then-,to reflect:upon 
what is/ taught 1s therein; + Does it nor iclearty 
reach us 10 know an; Eternal God, fovereignly 
«Good, moſt Wiſe, moſt Potent, and moſt Juſt, 
who thas-expanded the Heavens, and laid the 
Foundations of the Earth by his Almighry Power ; 
who ſuſtains al things by his Word, who has 
creared Men: and Angels, who preſerves *em,and 
and is to judge 'em ? Does it not clearly ſhew'us 
the profound Miſery of Man, his Corruption, his 
Sin, his -inabilizy to free himſelf from the fad 
Condition he is m 2? .Does it not clearly ſhew us 
what Chriſt has done for us, to deliver us out of 
this Inconvenience;: how he came tato:the World 
10 put on- our {Natures how-he dy'd for our Sins; 
how :he.roſe for our Juſtification; how he aſcen- 
ded Gloriouſly into Heaven, 'to (prepare a Place 
for us; .and how he 1s to return to open: our 
Tombs, ;and to raiſe us to his Eternal Sanctuary ? 
"Does it not clearly tell us what Bleflings this Di- 
Fine Savieur. has: merired for. us; Pardon for our 
Hins, .our.-Peace with God, the Gift of his Spi- 
Tit, Salyation, Erernal :Redemprion; and Infinite 
Glory ? Laſtly, Does-it not clearly ſhew us, what 
God requires from us, Faith, Repentance, Hope, 
Charity, Parience, and all thoſe Virtues which 
we ought to put4n Practice, and all thoſe. Vices 
from which-we ought 1q abſtain, 'P 
. Lot, Men: yudge after: afl this, whether they 


have-any .redion” to! accuſe the Holy -Scriptuzes 
of Qb(curity, Certainly, it there be any obſcure 
places, F 
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Places, ir ought to be acknowledg'd, that what- 
ever is neceflary for our Knowledge is clearty 
explain'd. So that 'tis the ſame thing with the 


_ Holy Scripture as. with the Book. of Nature; 


both contain .things which all the World may 
know ; , others require Application and Study ; 
others cannot be comprehended. 

Bar 1s it not true, fay our Indifferere Men, tha: 
all Herefies may be prov'd by Scripture? I con- 
fels that the Hereticks boaſt their drawing thei: 
Opinions from Divine Sources ; the more cun- 
ningly ro deceiye thoſe that they have a mind to 
ſeduce. Such were Arrius, Neſtorins, Entyches, 
Macedonius, Socinus, and an Infinite Number of 
others. Bur rho' theſe Herericks vaunrted their 
having afſerted norhing bur whar they extracted 
from Divine Writings ; 'tis falſe that their Proofs 
are ſolid.;,and that they have any reaſon ro infer 
from thence thar the Scriprure is ſo obſcure, that 
all forrs of Opinions may. be drawn from thence. 
This enly ought ro engage us, to take all rhe 
Care imaginable to underſtand ir aright 3 not to 
purſue our own Prejudices 5 not to expound the 
Scripture according-to our own Paſſions. _ Not 
to read iz, on purpole'to pick out Opinions which 
we have already invented ; but fnch as we ought 
to have ;; to examine well rhe Meaning of rhe 
Holy Spirit, an4 the end! which he prcpoſes ro 
himiclf 3 'ro compare Scripture with Scripture 3 
and nor to ſtudy it with a defign to fer up new 
Opinions to ſignalize our ſelves in the World, 
and gain'Diſciples ; bur only with a _ proſpect of 
advancing in the, Knowledge of zhe Myſteries of 


_our dalyatioa, and in the Study, of :Piery. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Apainſt thoſe why believe, thar' although the Tut 
* clearly explain d in Seriptave, yer that 'ss 
to be indifferent #0 ut what Religion we embyinee: 


' E have hiherto- diſpured againſt thoſe 
XJ/ ? that will not acknowledge the Divi-- 
nity of Scriprure, or who-would make' 
-r uſeleſs to us. Now our main Buſineſs" is; ts 

contend -with Thoſe who agree, that the' Frath 
is ſufficiently explain'd in Scriprure; bur--ftill- 
they believe that we have no occalion' to tor- 
_ our {elves about the Choice of a Religion; 
:or ar leaſt, they live as if they believ'd fo. This 
forr of .Indifferent Men is very mamerous; f6 
-thar 'ris but.juft, thar we ſhould apply” our ſelves: 
a little-to refute 'em. P 

I draw my firit Argument againſt 'em' from 
-bence, that we oughr always -to 'prefer Truvzlt 
before a Lye ; and that we ought always to em- 
*brace thar Truth, when we have once atram'd 
to the: Knowledge of ir. For if i be {o, then 
it follows of neceſſity, that all Religions oiighr 
met to be Indifferenr. 

k will-be no dfficulr Thing to apprehend rhe 
Force of thisInference, if ir be' but confider'd,that' 
all Religions, being contrary rhe one to the other, 
and {till accufing each other of Falſhood, it muſt* 
be neceſarily concluded, that Truth is one of 

thete Religions, 'and Falſhood in the Reſt; If- 
then we-onghr to prefer Truth before Falſhood,: 
we ought to abide in rhat- Religion where Truths 
thall 
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ſhall be found, and avoid «tl the-reſt as fo mar 
ny Wects. | 

' ;E bis Prapofiriony/thar Truth is always ro be 
preterr'd betare Falſhood, and that we ought to 
embrace the Truth when we, bave once attain'd 
to the Knowledge of. it, feewas:to have no need 
of Proofs. For where is that Man who will 


preſume to aver thar 'T'rurh is'x0 be preterrd be-" not 
. tore Falthood 2 Had God reveal'd ro us which 


Sect of Philoſophers is the True one, there 1s 
no- Perſon” Þut would willingly ſubmit. Tas 
for - the finding .eut theſe Philolophical Truths, 
that the Learned read with ſo much- Application 
what the' Ancient Philoſophers have writren, an 
what the Mederns have diſcovered, and 'tis with's 
that deſign that they make ſo many Experiments 
at this Day;: Now then, if it be true in things 
that concern: Philoſophy, and which are of no 
uie in Reference to Salvation 5 How-much more 
ought we to love: Truth in marters of Religion, 
where our Sovereign Good ties at Stake. biorc 
eſpecially, fince God has raught us whar is *rve, 
what is falle, what pleaſes, and whar offends himy. 
The Love of Truth ſeems to be born with us, 
fe-that; even; Children love #. : 'T'was fo highly 
eſteemed amang: the Pagans; that their Authot's 
meke no Scruple to: aftert; that 'ris the Richett*- 
Preſent that God: ever made Mankind ; that js 
renders Mortals equal to God; and thar-:if a 
Soul and. Body were to be attribured ro the De- 
Ry; Truth: muft 'be allowed him for the Soul; 
and Light for rhe Body. They alſp deemed: 
themſelves {@ :Happy, when rhoy - found ic ur, 
that they offerd. flecatombs ro their Gods, 6 
| E.3_ return 
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return 'em Thanks for the Diſcovery of ſo preci- 
ous a Treaſure. Who would not be aftoniſhed 
then, that in the Chriſtian World, there 'ſhould 
be perſons ſo daring as to- maintain, that in Re- 
ligion Falſhood might be ſometimes preferr'd be- 
fore Fruth, though upon all other occaſions of 
Life they prefer Truth before Falſhood, and take 
n » delight in being deceivd. Their Crime is al- 
i0.ſo much the Greater, for- that God is the Au- 
thor of Truth, and the Devil the Farther of Lyes: 
jo that no Man can prefer Falſhood before "Truth, 
but he muſt prefer rhe Devil before God ; which 
35 not a. thing to be thought of without Horror. 

Our Indifferent Men, that very well perceive 
i:c force of this Argument, make ule of all 
their Wit co anſwer 1t. 

]). They fay in the Firſt place, thar there is 
n9 Religion, which has not ſome Fruths.; and 
therefore They, who. upon ſome occaſions, and 
:5 their Intereſts require, embrace new Religions, 
cannot be ſaid ro embrace Falſhood before Truth, 
Fecauſe they always meet with the Choiceſt and 
mott Eſſential Truths in all forts of Religious 
SOC1eries. 

This firſt Anſwer, or- rather Evaſion, 1s -very 
abſurd-; for the preferring ' Religions where 
there are ſome Truths, bur withal - very great 
and groſs Errors, before a Religion which is 
pure, and which teaches us all the moſt neceſſa- J- 
ry Truths, is a manifeſt preferring- of a Lye be- 
fore Truth ; and: this-ts that which our- Indiffe* 
rent Men-do. 

Now that they may ſee how much they are 
deceiv'd, I-beſcech 'em ro..confider, 

1. That 


(79) 

1. That thoſe Truths which are obſerv'd in'all 
Religions, are ſtif'd in certain Seets, with an 
innumerable company of Errors; which are dif- 
ficult ro be diſcoverd. 

2. That thoſe General Truths, to: ſpeak pro- 
perly, conſtirure no particular Religiort. Sit 

Every. Religion; if I may be permitred to fay 
fo, has a Genus, and'a Difference. The Genus of 
all Religions are thoſe principal Truths which 
are known to all Men, but that which makes 
rhe diſtintion, is either the "Teaching of othcr 
Truths or Erzors. So that the Principal 'Fruths 
are not-the Reaſon that a Religion is fuch a Re- 
Tigion ; bur either Errors, and then the Religion 
is falie ; or other Truths, which are nor joyn'd 
ro the former, and theni the Religion tis True, 
As that which makes a Man to be a Man, is nor 
his Animaſity, or his being a Creature ; that's 
his Genus : but ir is-his Reaſon which makes him 
a Rational Creature. So they who prefer a falte 
Religion before a True one, cannot excuſe rheni- 
ſelves by ſaying, That that ſame very Religian 
has ſomeT ruths;becauſe theſe Trurhs.as I have faid 
already,ro. ſpeak properly, conftirure no Religion. 

Bur our Indifferent Men will ſay, that if we 
ought always to prefer Truth before a Lye, we 
ought then ro quir- a Religion wherein we fir 
ſome- Errors-. 

I anſwer Firſt, Thar if rhere be any Religion 
purer then that which we profeſs, we ought nor 
to be aſham'd of quitting our Religion, ro em- 
brace another. Bur im the ſecond place, I fay; 
we ought to diſtinguiſh berween the Errors. 
There are ſome which are Capital and Morral, 
E 4 Which 
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which-creep.into our Worſhip and our Manners 3 

which.diſcompole and overturn the very founda- 

tions of Chrittianity.z! bur there are ochers/which 

are not altogether incompatible with! Piety 5,45 
there are hkewile.two; {orgs of J.owds coor one 

which aleepl eſt 1 IAnees which. we 
.£annot .be *=—q and yer be Say'd ; others 
whichare nor fo neceſfary . 5, 45 that without the 
Knowledge thereof, we may. one day obtain Sal- 
Yation. Tis ceriain,.'that we onght-to- abandan: 
A Communion, | which deftroys Eſſentially the 
Series of God, and -which cantiones. .abſtinare 
20.Errors, directly oppoſite r0:theiSalvarion. - of 
Mankind Bur we. may be” tedfaft to a Religi-- 
on wherein .are .only fome - ſcarter'd Errors of 
fmall Irportance,. contenting our ſelves with not 
approving thoſe Errors 5 as in Gil. S9Cty, we: 
refrain from Familiazity-with zheſe perians whom. 
we find ta: be noteriguſly-vicipus, .becaaſe.that a: 
C arretpondency, with 4uch perſons would :bea 
r ain to thoſe that make Profeflian of Honour 
and Virrae. Burt.-with all-mildneG we bear with 
the detects af thoſe perſons, wha.nort being, per-- 
verily. wicked, retain the -TinGtures only af Hu- 
man frailty.. 

2. in the ſecand; place they-ſay, thar we ought 
to prefer Truth betore a Lye; þut that-we:oughrt 
ro perfer Peace before Truth. This :is.:an va- 
ſion that -meers with-no better lack: then the ffor- 
mer? "Lis true. that Gad loves Peace, but ſuch. 
a_ Peace as is <onjopa 'd-with Truth, 'becaule he-1s 

te(s.. the God, of Truth, then- the God of 
Pea eace, and for. tbat. Reace-withour Trurh 594. 
SY: againft Gals. .ſo-chat War. is to'be 

preferr'd 
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preferr'd before a Peace that ſeparates us- from 
God. This. 35-06.; more- then what the Pagans 
themielyes ackoowiedg'd 53 aud if they have laid | 
that Peace 3s the. moſt excellent: Thing in tbe 
World ; they have. likewiſe afferred, that we 
ought gever 10 commit anunjuſt or baſe Act for 
the enjoyment of iz.. The love of - Peace ongly 
only ro encline us-to- tolerate thoſe Correipanr- .- 
Jdences that are not guilty of Capital Exrars, and 
luck as ace ingompatible with pus Salvation. And 
therefore, we. cannot conſent with thoſe-angiene 
Authors, who made ſuch a noiſe abous Ingaceng 
Opinions, as if :rhey had oyerturn'd- all Chriſti 
auity. As Philaſtivs, who - lookt. npon thoſe as : 
very great Hereticks, who-attributed the Epiltle - 
30 ithe Hebrews 10 St. Clement and Sto Barughss, - 
and nag to Sr. Paul ;. and thoſe. who did: not- be- 
lieve that Dawid.composd the .1 50 Pſalngp. We 
cannot approve. Pope - Vitor, who for a Petty - 
Queſtion excommunicated the Churehes- of A/ia, - 
Þy thar means diſmembring the Gear and Glo-- 
rions Body of Jeſus Chriit ; which was very wall- ! 
zepcelented ro him by -Ireners 5 and we bdicye, 
as that Biſhop.did, that for che-ſake of Peace it 
is:much berrer to bear with the perry defects-pt - 
the Church,. then to violaze the Peace. of ir by 
carrefting the Church ; in+ regard rhe Mitchiet + 
of the Ruprure is incompatably -much greater - 
then the Fruir which is to be reap'd: from-the - 
Cenlure of ſuch an Error. Burthe love.of Peace 


ought never to oblige us to prefer Communions, -. * 


full of Errors, before another which 'is much - 
more pure 3 becauſe nothing ought to bÞ= dearer 
to us then Truth, and for that we ought atwaps -: 

S——_ | $0 >.» 


te remember what 'Sr. Par ſays, that we never: 
ought to de Evil that Good may come of ir: To 
which we may- add, That Truth-of it ſelf is nor 
contrary- to-Peace, and that it is only by Acct- 
dent; thar-ir is the occaſion of Wars. and Com- 
morions. 'Tis not Truth,. but the Corruption 
of, Men, which cauſes. War, and is the Fuel of 
Diſcord: 


3-. Fhey will ſay in the Third Place; that God- 


always. Pardons the Good Intention, and there- 


fare he will not deny Salvation xo thoſe who. 


prefer Peace before Truth, becauſe rhey think 
they pleaſe God in doing ſo. Thys-Third Obje- 
tion is refuted very-ealily by the ſame Scripture, 
which reaches us, that a-Good Intention is not ſuf- 
ficient to juſtifie our Actions before God, when 
we do that which he has forbid us ro-do;. And 
to be convinc'ed of this, there needs-no morc rhen 
to read the Hiſtory of Saul. God had com- 
manded-him to- exterminate the Amalekites in 


ſuch a manner as he enjoyn'd him-: Nevertheleſs 


he ſpar'd the beſt of the Oxen, and the beſt of 
the Sheep to Sacrifice to the Lord. One would 
have thought there had been nothing blame-wor- 
thy. in- this Action. Nevertheleſs, Samuel gives 


him a rectible Reprimand.. Has the Lord, faid: 


He, as great delight in Burnt Offerings and Satrift 
ces, as in obeying the voice of the- Lard ? Behold, to 


obey i better than ſacrifice, and to hearken, then the- 


fat of Rams. For Rebellion is the ſin of witchcraft, 
axd. ſtubborneſs as Iniquity. and Talatry; becauſe 
rhou baſt rejetted the word cf the Laerd, he bas alſo 
7e;ete? Thee from beine King. Thus you ſce how 
ts good Iacorion was rewarded, To this we 


may; 


' , 
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may add the Hiſtory recited. in the 1 of . K5nps 
chap.-13. A man of God was ſent to. Bethelo pro- 
phelie againſt the Altar of Feroboam ; He. per- 
tormed'exactly. the Command .which had. been 
given him; and becauſe that God had forbid 
him ro eat and drink in that Country, -he would. 
not enter into Feroboam's Palace. -But-meeting an 
old Prophet in his return, who affur'd him thar 
an Angel had commanded him from the Erernal, 
to.carry him back to his Houſe, and ro;give; him 
to cat; the Man of God- ſ{uftered himlelf ro be 
over-rul'd, and went” and Din'd with the. Pro- 
pher. He thought that that was no violation of 
the Firſt Order he had receiv'd, becauſe he made 
no queſtion of the Truth of what was told him : 
His Intention was only to obey the Erernal. Ne- 


-vertheleſs, God _call'd this Action Rebellian ; 


and at the ſame moment caus'd the Ofd Propher, 
thar had brought, him back, ro- pronounce ro him 
the Yentence of his Death, which was afterwards 
exgquted by a Lyon... To reach. us, nor. only. 
that there is no Authoriry- which oughr ro-oblige. 
us to violate. the Commands of. God, bur alto, 
that our Good Intentions .are 'nor : ſufficient for, 
our. Juſtification. /The Hiſtory 'of Uzzah de- 
ſribd, .Sam.: 2.6, confirms the ' ſame . Truth. : 
This Man,. ſeeing that che Oxen- that. drew the- 


- Ark, drew itall a one fide, and'fearing that. Au- 


gnſt Symbol of the Preſence of God ſhould fall, -- 
frertchd-forth his Hand to hold.it. There is no 
queſtion ro be made, bur that his Intention was: + 
Good. Nevertheleſs God more : him,” and he 
dy'd ppon- the ſpor, becauſe thar none bur the. - 
Prieſts and, Levites were. to touch the. Ark. Afrer. 
all : 


(84. J 
allthis, fer out Tndifferent Men flatter themfclves 
they. offer'd.. a ptedfing facrifice,to God,,in pure. 
6g the Chriſtians to Death, Bur can it'be 4ma- 
gined,* that their good. Inventions. -were accepra= 
Ne'ro/God ? 'Sainr Paul's Intention . was good. 
when he p« ted the Chnrch ; bur. was that 
Entention fufficiert to juſtifie him ? ' He does nor 
think ſe Hingſelf,. fince he acknowledges tris Sin, 
4nd Confetfes rhat if God bd given him. Grace, 
Twas the' mot Nhiſtrious:Prodf of his 'Clemen- 
OBE i 4 Wo f 
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CHAP. XI. 
Three Arguments againſt the Indifferem-Men. 


:. hence, that'the Scriprare: cauſes us ro Wwek 
upon it-as -a.great Crime, for:a Man to aban- 


don a, T'ruth to the knowledge. of 'which he has . 
once attain'd ; and as a'Crune that'ought ro be 


ſeyerely-punilh'd.' ' For . it would never ſpeak in 
that manner if it- were: true, that ir'\Wwas lawful 
to, Sacrifice Truth for 'Peace.' "There needs' no 


more then ro. read. the Author of *the Epiſtle to , 


the Hebrews, Chap:s. v. 45.6. For # it poſſible for 


thoſe who-were once. en/ivhten'd; and have taſted of 


the Heavenly Gift, and were mit#*\partakers of the 
Hely Ghoſt,' and have tafted the Good Hord of God, 
arid the Powers of the World to-:toms 3 If they ſhalt 
fall away, to renew them" again wito \Repertance 


Seeing | 


— 


"- Draw a Second "Argument {apainſt thoſe - 
J. \who defend Indifferency of Rehgions-from . 
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Seeing they \Ciuoifie to themſaloes the 'Son of God a- 


Freſh, #nd pus him to {ſbatne. - Can le be 
Painted our in blacks> Colours then by 
em 


wat ' thoſe-that- Crucify 'the Son of God 


They are alſo- much more to be 'blam'd ; for 
they. who Nail'd ro the Croſs the Saviour of the 


World, had no knowledge of him; bur theſe - 


Men . Crucifie 'him, well 'knowing who the 1s, 
The firſt pur inm «0 Death-m Mortal Fleſh, bor 
the Second Crucifte him-in Glory and Immorm- 
lity. The Apoſtle ſThews us yet more-clearly: the 


Enormity- of their Sin, and the punifhmentwhich 
| they deſerve in the Tenth Chapter of the ſame. 


Epiftle. For if we Sin, ſays he, wilfuly, after 
we have receiv'd the Knowledge of the Truth, theve 
remans no more ſacrifice for Sins ; but a oertain 


fearful looking for Fudgment, and fiery Indipuntion 


which ſhall devour the Adverſaries. He that deſpii'e 


Meſe:'s Law died without Mercy, under two-or three 
FVrmneſſes. "Of how much ſurer puniſhment, ſuppoſe 
Ye, ſhall he be thonght worthy, who bas trodden um 
der foot the Sen of God, end-has counted the Blood 
of the Covenant wherewith the 'was farndfiify'd, an 
unboly Thing, -and has done deſpite to the 'Spirit of 
Grace'? For we know him that has ſaid, Vengeance 
belonzs unto Me, and I will recompence ſaith the 


Lord. ' And. again, The Lord ſhall Fudge bis /pee- - 


ple. It s a fearful thing to fall mto the Hands of 
the Living God. Is it poflible thar Sr. Paul ſhould 
thus difcourſe, if there were any 'Reaſons to in-- 
duce a Man to forfake the Trath, withour fir- 
= and wirhour 'being atraid of the Judgments 
of - God, _ i 


Bur - 


Bur becauſe the Apoftle ſpeaks here of thofe 
that quit the , Truth voluntarily, and for thar 
perhaps it may be thought, that he diſcourſes - 
not here of thoſe who forlake the Religion which 
they think moſt pure, to avoid the Miſchiefs 


they might ſuffer by ir, bur only of thoſe who -[ 


quir their Religion without any Neceflity, rhere 
needs no more then to read the tollowing Verles, 
where he exhorts the Faithful Hebrews ro ſuffer 
as they had done, rather then renounce the 
Truth 5 But call to remembrance the former days, 


in which after ye were Illuminated ye endured a 
great ſight of Affistions ;, Partly while ye were made 
a Gaxzing-Stock,, both by reproaches and Afliftions, . 
aud 24 8 while ye became the Companions of them 
that were ſo uid. Caſt not away therefore your 
Confidence, which has great Recompence of reward. 
For ye have need of Patience, &c. 

Which gives me an occaſion to proceed to a 
Second proof. which confirms what we have ſaid, 
and is taken from the Exhortations of. Scripture 
to die for the Truth. In a word, it would be 
a great piece of. cruelty, to impoſe upon Men. a 
Yoak ſo. heavy, without any neceflity, -and to 
engage 'em to ſuffer all. ſorrs. of Cruelries rathes 
then renounce the Truth; if it might .be.ſomer 
times. abandon'd wirhour a Crime. The Life of 
Men who-are made after the Image of God, and 
who have been redeem'd by the Blood of his 
Son, 1s it 1o meanly tc be prizd,. that. they ſhould 
be oblig'd to expoſe it without Compultve Rea; 
fons-? How comes it. then, ro. paſs,. that Chriſt 
cxhor's us {0 often ro carry his Croſs * Whence 
proceeds ut that it is the Firſt Leflon that he 

gives 
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gives his Diſciples. IF any one will come after me, 
let' him deny himfelf, and take up his Croſs and 
follow me. Mat.16,'24. And he that taketh not hu 
Croſs, and follows after me, # not worthy of me. 
He that finds his Life F roy loſe it ; and he that 
loſes his Life for my ſake, ſhall find. it, Mat.1o. 

v. 38, 39. Whence comes it that the Apoſtles fo 
often. repeat: the ſame Exhorration 2 Wherefore 
do they command us to bear- the Reproach of 
Chrift, and ro follow' the Examples of thoſe-that 
were Sron'd, Saw'd, or ſlain by the Sword, who 
have wanderd.in Deſfarts, upon Mountains, and 
lurk'd in: Dens and Caverns of the Earth? Would 
Wiſe Men, and inſpir'd by God, ſpeak thus, were 
it an Indifferent Thing what Religion a Man 
profeſs'd ? 

To this Argument I ſhall add another which 
is taken from a Paflage in St. Pau!, where that 
ſame Doctor of the Gentiles pronounces Anathe- 
ma's upon all thoſe that ſhould preach any other 
Goſpel rhen that which he had preach'd himſelf, 
though he ſhould be another Sr. Paul deſcended 


that continually behold the Face of God. Bur 
though Ve, or an Angel from Heaven preach any 
other Goſpel unto ye, then that. ye have received, 
let bim 3 accurſed, Gal. 11 8. Certainly, Lighs 
is.not more oppoſite ro Darknels, then the words 
of Sr. Paw, are contrary to the Opinions of thoſe 
againſt whom we diſpute. The Apoſtle anathe- 
marizes.thole that preach. any other Goſpel bur 
that which he has taught, Yet they with whom 
we diſpure, judge ir to be an Inditterent Thing, 
and of: no Itnportance ro embrace a Religion 


from. Heaven, and' one of thoſe Bleſſed Spirirs- 


which: 
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which teaches another Doctring, then that which | ' 
St. Paul has taught. This Argument 1s- ſo much - 
the Rronger, becauſe the Apaſtle.thunders aut 
his Curſe againſt people, who only . weur about. 
to joyn ws Regia: of Chriſt ro thar-af My/es.. 
Wherein they were far Jeſs Culpable then our 
Iidifferent Men, who. would not only joyn Moſes 
with Chriſt, bur Jeſus -Chrift with che World-;. 
the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt with ather Religi- 
ons, Which are no more then Human Inventions, 
and make it their buligeſs to . ſerve God .aud 
[Nammon. | 

Nor can T forbear to obſerve in this Place,that 
this Paſſage abſolutely overrurns the Opinian of f ®! 
thoſe who . imagire, that *tis .enough 40 believe | 
that Jeſus Chrift is the promiled Meſſiaky, and 10 
admir of zhoſe [Truths which are cammon'ze all 
Religions ; bur char other Thiogs are nar of ang JU 
great Importance ; and that there is no neceilizy 
of diſpuring upoa that point. For: they who 
are rebuk'd by Sr. Pau acknowledged Feſis far: 
the Meſſiah, they alſo confels'd the moſt Emir 
nent Truths of the Goſpel, bur he cauld not.per- 
tuade' 'em alrogether . to,renounce Moſes, and to 
fay afide Circumcifion.Neverthelel(s,they.are Ana- $0 
themarized by Sr. Paul. Judge rhen what Anarhe-J8 
ma's that Grear Apoſtle would now thunder out, Fi 
were he to deſcend from Heaven. Beſides, thar 
ir might be eafie ro prove, that ſhould we grant, 
whar is far from us. ro do, thar ir is ſufficient 'ro 
believe that Chriſt is the Promiſed Meſiah,whom 
the Prophers call rhe Mighty God, the Father of 
Erernity, the Eternal of Juſtice, ir would followÞher 
from thence,that there are Religions which would 


| Þe:thought to be Chriſtians, which are Fat& 
| Religions, and which we cannot embrace with- 
our offending God. 


A 
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CHAP. XV. 


Againſt thoſe who believe they make Profeſſion ff « 
Religion, though they believe it toibe Falſe. 


4 | HE Greateſt part of -onr Indifferext Mon 


2 OM. ST SO. 


believe, that without Ccomm!tting any 

Crime, they may obierve. the' Cevemo- 
nies, and practiſe the Warfhip of a Falſe Relt- 
Sion ; thar the Workd may be br £20 an A- 
greement with Jeſus Chriſt,and har both :the one 
anu-the omher-may. be fetv'd at:the fame Time; 
like that ſame Emperor who :-had_ iv bis'Claſer 
the: hmages. of Jeſus Chriſt, Abraham, Orpheas, 
and: Apolonrus: Or rather thke thoſe, :(-of whom 
Adriau-tpeaks.in a'Lerter to Servianus, cited by 
1i- | Yopiſcus) who called themſelves Biſhaps of Jeſus 
-| Chriſt, and ferved the Gad Serapy. This Opi- 
cp nion is dangerous, tho -eafie ro be refuted, ant] 
n0 leſs caſie to fhew that Diffiularion 1 in 'Reli- 


s'Condemned by all the Sacred Wirizers, 

IT. I it were Lawful ro diflemible 'and con» 
el our thoughts concerning. Religion, how 
es it to paſs, that inthe Reign of- Abab and 
aubel, God owns none for his Servants, 'bur 
as.had not bowed their Knee to Bza/, 'rh6- 
»w here be no queſtion to be made; hur rhar-feveral 
it thoſe who proſtrated themſelves before _ 

Q 
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Idol, ador'd in their Hearts the True: God' of 
Iſrael ? 

IT. Wherefore Jeſus Chriſt declares exprefly, 
that we cannot be of rhe Number of his Shcep, 
and follow vtrangers, Fohn 10. 4, 5. And when 
be putteth forth his own Sheep, he goeth before them, 
and the Sheep follow him ; for they know his Voice ; 
But a Stranger will not* follow, but fly from him; 
for they know not the Voice of Strangers. | 

JIIL. Whence it comes to paſs, that- this Di- 
yite Saviour reaches us, Mat. 6. 24.' That we can- 
not ſerve two Maſters. | 
. -— FV. . Wherefore does he expreſly forbid us #1 


deny him before Men. Maz. 10. 33. "Had it not 
' been ſufficient for him to have ſaid, Y/ho /hal 
deny me 5n bu Heart > Why does he expreſs him: 
ſelf ſo peremprorily, Mhoever ſhaZ deny me befo 
Men, &c. Who ſhall be aſhamed of Me, of him wi 


T-be aſhamed. This is one of thoſe Paſlages that - 


Avitms made- uſe of againſt Grdebaud, whe 
made-profeflion of Arrianiſm, tho he acknou 
ledg'd Jefus Chriſt for a God. 


V. Whence comes.it to pals, thar Jefus Chriſt} 


if we deſire to. be his Diſciples, requires of 
that we ſhould renounce and: forſake our World 
ly Pofſeflions, and: break - the / ſtricteſt. Tyes « 
Narure that unite us with-our Neareſt Relations 
Luke 14.26. If any one comes to.me, and hate 
his Father and Mather, Wife and Children, B 
thren and Siſters, yea and his own Life alſo,. be ca 
not be my Diſciple. And v. 33. So likewiſe, wl 
foever be be of you, that ' forſaketh not all be batt 
he cannet be my Diſciple. 


F 
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VI. Wherefore St. Pau! calls thoſe: Idofaters 
who commirted any one of thoſe Acts which the 
Pagans praCtis'd, 1. Corinth. 10. 
VIE It it be ſufficient for a Man tobelieve in 
his Hearr, withour making open” Profeflion of 
| the Trath, how comes ir -that the ſame Apoſtle 
1 Commands us, to believe' ini our Hearts, and make 
Confeſſion with our Mouths unto Salvation, Rom. 1 0. 
9, 10. And that Sr. Peter would have us Be rea- 
dy always to give an Anſwer to every Man that ashs 
Je 4 Reaſon of the Hope that # in you. x. Pet.3. 15. 
VIIE "Tf it be rrue that Man may be faithful 
and practiſe a- Falſe worſhip, and obſerve the 
Ceremonies of a Corrupt Religion, ther might 
He Drink the Cup of the Lord, and the Cup of 
Devifs,contrary ro the ſaying of St: Paul, 1.Cor.1 o. 
and have Communion with God, yet walk- m 
Darkneſs, contrary ro the Precepts of St. Fobn 
1 Epiſt. C.1. v. 6. And a Man may have re- 
ceived the Good Seed of God into his Heart, and 
withdraw himſelf in time of Perſecution, con- 
rary to the DoCtrine of Chriſt, Maz.1 3. 
- IX, A Man might be an Idolater and-yet 
be Saved, contrary to what the Apoſtle deter- 
mins, 1 Cor.6. that Idolaters fhall not inherit the 
| Kingdom of Meaven. 
. He may be regiſter'd in the Book of 
A Life of the Lamb, and adore the Beaſt, contra- 
ry to what ts.-written by St. Fohn, Apoc. 13. 8. 
And all that-fhall- Worſhip the Beaſt, whoſe Names 
are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb. 
XI. If the Opinion of thoſe, againſt whom 
we Combat, were rrue, would St..-Fohn threaten 
Eternal Torments to the Adorers of the Beaſt ? 


Apoc, 
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Apoc. 14. v.9, 10, 11, If any Man worſkop the FX 
Beaſt ond his Image, and receive bis mark , in his | 
Forehead, or in his hand,  #he ſame ſhall draxk the 6 
Hine of the wrath of. God, which is poured out with- : 
1-9 xtre', inte 6/e Cup of his indage ation, and we 
ſhall 'be tormented with Fixge and Brimſtone. 1 tbe | po 
Preſence of the Holy Angels, and in the Preſence of 
the Lamb. 4nd the ſmoke of their torment aſceng- 1 
&th up for emer and. ever, &C. ap 
XII. The . fame. beloved Diſciple wanld | ” 
have placed the- Fearfwl ar the bead. of thoſe: far |< 
whom the Lake: of Fire:and Brimſtane & reler- 
ved..Apoc: 21.8, Would Jeſus Chriſt rheearen to 
ſpue the Lukewarm eur of his Mouth, Apoo. 3. 
16. For who are the Searful and Lukewarm, 
bur they who-underſtand the Truth, yet fearing 
the/Harred and .Cruelty of the World, eompate 
atheirgurward Behaviour in ſach.a manner, that 
-hey-make-a fhew of approving a:Religion; of 
"which they acknowledge the .Falſhoad. Such as 
have an Qcrthoflox. Soul, and Lips of Infidels; 
who will neither 'be altogether for Jeſus -Chriit, 
-gor altogether for the Warld 5; who divide them- 
delves berween the One and the Other,and would 
ain .be zecancil'd-to _ Bath : In a word, who! 
that which our Indifferent Men qxlieve may. h 
ALIL Whence cemes it £0 pals, that the Haly 
(haſt -condemns thoſe that halt on both ſides, {;" 
LaKings 18. 21. RZephan. 1. 5. and thoſe that 
worſhip and-{wear by the Lardy yer fwear by 
Melohom; allo. MW 4 + Php | | 
ATV . Whenehone +5 1t;that ;the Two Apoſtles 4 y 
.$t; Pan{ and St. Foly; of which zhe one _ or 
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beer taken up into Heaven; the Other had'ſeer-in- 
the Spiric the Heavenly Jeruſatem, Commands 
us to come our ' frony among the Unfuithful; and 
fron Babylon; A 19. 4: Long” our - of ber my 
People; ſays the Lord by St: Fobn; that ye be now” 
 prtakery of 'ber ſis, arid” that we' receive'not of | bew 
Pt.rgnes: arid 2 Cor. 6. 14,15, 16, 17. Be'ye ho# 
| unegually yoak'd with Unbelrevers ; for what fellow» 
ſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteoufneſ;'® and- 
. whit Communioti hath Light 'wath Darkneſs ? Wha: 
| -Corcord barty Chriſt 'with Bebut' ? 'or what pars bath 
| he that believes with an' IWfidet ? Poa? Agreement 
bas' #be' Temple of God with Tdols?” For ye are the 
Temple of the Living God, &e. Wherefore come ons 
from among 'em, and be ye ſeparate; ſays thi Lord, 
and touch not the Untlean thing, and-1 will reteive 


yo, (4 4 
XV: -Laftty, Wherefore is -it; that” we! are 
| commanded ro ſufter for Righteouſneſs ſake, and® 
thav the Spirir of God makes fuch large Prom- 
ſes'to thoſe that ſuffer Perſecution, Marth. 5. 10. 
Heb. i2. Fames 5, Fo. ll, Phil. 1. 29, 2 Tim. 2. 
"Hin, 12. | | 
W I add ro all 'thefe Proofs, 'thoſe Paſſtyes of 
Scriprure, where: the Apoſtles: command u© 9: 
offer xo God nor 'on!y our Souls bur our Bodies 
atfo-: and ro Glorthe hit! in our Bodies and our-- 
ISpifir. Row. 12. 1.-T beſeech you + 9g Bre- 
thren, that ye preſent your Bodies a Foing ſacrifice 
ly, acceprable unto God, which 1 your reaſonable 
ice. *abd '1/ Cor//6,,20:- For! ye 'are bought with 
Þiteeirlicreforet Glorifie ' God 13n your Body; 'and in 
ur Spirie which - are Gods. Is it: noc'a great 


= ece of Sactilzdge ta-retule-the:igiving of: that-to 
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"God which belongs to him. He created bork 
our-Badies and Souls, be. has redeem'd 'em both, 
the ene in the other. ; Is it not then. juſt, that we 


ſhould conſecrate bath to him 2 Wherefore ſhould _ 
we ſeparate what, God has joyn'd, .and what he: 


has given us, to the.end+ we ſhould employ it to 
his Glory 2 How great a fin it is, how great a 


piece of Impiery, -to divide our ſelves berween -| 


God, ro whom we owe all things, and the World 
ro-which we owe nothing ?. To deny our, Tongues 
to God, ro whom we owe our Lives; and to 
be aſham'd of calling our ſelyes the Servants and 
Diſciples of Chriſt, who was nor aſham'd- ro 'call 
us. his Brethren, 'and who for our ſakes has ſuf- 
fer'd a moſt cruel and ignominious death. 

To demonſtrate yer more clearly the Falſhood 


of this Opinion, which I labour ro deſtroy, I. 


think it convenient to make theſe few - Reflexi- 
+. 


The Firſt 


there ſhould be ſo many People that make no 


ſcruple of Lying in Religion, which is a thing. 


of the greateſt Importance, and the moſt Sacred 
inthe World ; in | regard that Lying is a. Vice 
unworthy. a Man of Honour. 


- ſcience, if they happen to ſwear a Falſhood bes 
fore a Judge ; So true it is, 'that we have a na- 
rural Ayerlion mgainſt relling a Lye. Who would 
not 'wonder then, that Men who are delirous of 


Repurarjon,. ſhould- nor be aſham'd; ro lye -in a 
thivg.that is. moſt grave and ſerious in rhe Worldz: 
the Concern.of God himſelf, of Truth and our: 
own: Salvation, If a Subject, who gives bur the: 
leaſt 


is, That it is a ſtrange thing, that: 


The greateſt. De-/ 
bauchees become -ſenfible of the things of Cons, 


a as RL. 
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| leaſt ſaſpition of an Intention to Revolt from his 
Prince, and who only lets fall ſome words that 
will admit 'of a bad Conſtruction, is hand'd 
} with ſo much -ſeverity, in! regard 'that Royal 
q Majeſty is: ſo: Sacred, -thar it is' rior- ro be injur'd 
'T in any manner whatever, without incurring the 
f guilt-of a hainous Crime 3 What greater Tranf(- 
| grefſien-can a Man commir, then to make a ſhew 
of being an Enemy to God and his Truth ? 
What /Porments ought not they to expect, who 
are-guilty of ſuch Impiety ? 
The Second Reflexion is this, That they who 
diſſemble in Religion, commir a very grear crime 
againſt rheir Brerhren, for_they incite 'em. by 
their own example to Apoſtacy, and make 'em 
believe, thar the Religion which they profeſs is 
the true Religion. So that if they who poiſon 
the Body, are lookt upon as the wicked/ft Peo- 
ple in the World 3- How: nach more' criminal 
| are they who poiſon the Soul 3 who preſent their 
| Brethren the Mortal Draught, and make a ſhew 
of Drinking it, to the end, that ethers 'may not 
; | be afraid of ſwallowing it ? And what Torments 
C 


ought not they to fear from Him who threatens 
to puniſh molt ſeverely Lyers, and ſuch as give 
ſcandal ro his little Children. 

This Remark is fo muck the mere neceflary 
becaule there are ſeveral” Perſons who believe; 
4, | that a Man may abide in a falſe Religion, with 

| a deſign ro make known the Truth to thoſe who 

know it not, wherein they groſly - abuſe 'them- 
7. | ſelves. -For befides that, -Þ- would willingly -ask 
J em; whether they can ſpeak 'ir with a ſafe Con- 
het ſcience;: that they-only ſtick to the falle was, cr 
" whic 


which they profeſs; on. e to-ſhew- the fal{- 
hood of.it,, and whether ic, be: not, meerly: becauſe 


they, find is mare adyantageous foritheir: Buſineſs, | 


and. for - the [enjoyment of the, Convemencies/ob 
Life; I would: pur: this farther queſtion ro 'em, 
were. the Fir of: theſe the real Motive: that -de- 
tains. 'emy Who is he that has enjoyn'd 'em. to 
extend: their Charity fo- far as to expoſe them- 
ſelves: willingly:to Damnation, out of to: 
coanyerr others? For where: 1s it that. God has 
promis'd to Save thoſe who ſhall turn Idolaters ra 
Saye their Brerhren ? Doesnor. Se. Paw exprelly 


ſays That: we ought not to do evil, thar good- 


may- come of it ? Bur ſo far are they from Con- 
verting others by adhering to a falſe Religion; 
that quire the contrary, - they confirm 'em 1n-their 
own:Opinion, and corrupt -many by: their: bad 
Example. They ' may -make good: Hypocrites 
like themſelves, but very rarely good Chriſti» 
ans, 

The Third Reflexion which. I add ro the two 
preceding; is this, That if Diflimulation in Res 
ligion be permitted, and that it be lawful to em- 
brace that which beſt agrees with our carnal In» 
tereſts; we muſt confels, that che Martyrs. who 
have laid down their. Lives with 'ſo auch-Cous 
rage, and ſuffered ſuch cruel Torments, were 
all Fools. and Madmen; while they rather choſe 
to loſe their Lives, when there was no neceflary 
for it, and periſh in the midſt of conſuming 
Flames, then to/ condeſcend to-the leaſt comply? 
ance; thd!1!but 1n- outward. ſhew, and;buckle- ta 

their Perſecutors. -Bur:Gad _ forbid+- we ſhould 
deprive thoſa Chriſtian, /H&rg's of their merned 
| Ft lonout 
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Honour, and look upon as extravagant , the wi- 
ſeſt of all Morrals. Have we not more reaiog 
to' call our Lukewarm, and our fearful Chriſtians 
Fools, who. rather chule to preſerve their Wealth 
and Worldly Advantages, then one day ro en- 
joy thoſe Eternal Felicities which-God prepares 
for thoſe that will be faithful to him ; who are 
more afraid of rhe preſent then the future ; of 
that which can Kill the Body, then of that which 
precipirates the Soul into Hell : who are more 
afraid of Death, then of rhe cruel Torments of 
# Hell ; who prefer the World before God, and 
"4 Time before Erernity. 
To theſe Three Reflexions 1 ſhall add a Fourth, 
; which ſeems to me to be of great Imporrance,thar - 
1 the Infide can never be good,when the Outhide is 
1 evil. And thart ir is not poſſible for a Man to 
4g 
j 


deny God with his Lips, but. he muſt renounce 

bim in his Heart, when he has, had time to 

reflect upon what he has done. I ſay, when he 
OY has had time to conſider with himſelf, that I may 
Ex not oppoſe the Example of Sz. Peter, whote Fears 
nj ſo far diſturb'd his Mind, rhat, quire rranſporred 
nf beyond himſelf, and only ſtudying which way 
hofl toavoid the danger that threatned him, he nei- 
ther remembred Jeſus Chriſt, nor the Promiſe 
which he had made him. 
* *F will be no difficult thing to underftand this 
4th Reflexion, if we conſider that *tis io the Heart 
that Me: rake that unhappy and curſed Reſolu- 
tion to renounce Jeſus Chrift with their Lips, 
and thar 'ris in their Hearts that they medirare 
an Accommodation wi:h the preſent Time. *Tis 
therefore to 20 purpoſe for ein to ſay, that they 
rclerve 


reſerve their Hearts tor Ged, ard that they ſur- 
render 'em entirely to him, tho they forlake his 
Truth ; that they do not renounce him with 
their Hearrs,a!tho they deny him with their Lips. 
To talk in this manner is to deceive themſelves ; 
2nd they who dilcourle after this manner.arc like 
a Woman, that ſhould ſay, ſize had bequearh'd 
her Heart ro her Husband; and only made her 
Body comman to her Lovers : Or to a Man thar 
ſhould -rend the Repuration of his Neighbor, 
or Murder him, yer pretend that in his Hear 
he abhorr'd Murder, Backbiring and Calumny, 
and that he renderly loy'd the Peffon whom he : 
had bereft of Lite. 
They whogifſemble cannor deny bur rhar the 
10rions of Self-Love prevail over the Impulles 
of the Love of God, becauſe rhey will neither 
ſacrifice rheir Wealth, nor their Eaſe ro his Glos 
ry. So-that if they were always to be judg'd 
by the Senrimenrs of rheir Hearts, they would 
always delerve no leis then Condemnation and 
Learth. 


CHAP.. XYL 


An 4iſrer to ſome Objettions. 


* 15 bur reaſonable now to Anſwer ſome 
Objections which rhey make us. 

1he Firit 1s drawn from that which 

Jeſus Chriſt favs, Felm 4. 24. God 5 a Spirit, and 

they that worſrip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit 

and Lruth, ikerdore, fay they, God is latisfy'd 

with 


F*C"IP 

with the Heart, and with the inſide Worſaip, nor 

requiring exterior Adoration, 
"Bur it this be the Conſequence which is to be 
drawn from the words of the Saviour of tlic 
World; Why does he exhort us ro own him be- 
fore Men, to bear his Crols, and-to ſuffer for 
him ? Certainly, if he required no more then 
the Heart, wherefore does he exact from us an 
outward Profeflion, which expoſes us to a T hou- 
fand Diſgraces, and a Thouſand Sufterings ? 
Is our Life of To little value, that he would have - 
us to be ſo prodigal of it, when there 1s no oc- 
cafion 2 But what Man of Judgement is there, 
who does not perceive, thar Ins meaning 1s only 
to: ſhew us, -whar ſort of Worthip is moſt plea- 
fing ro God, and thar it his pleature, that under 
the Goſpel we ſhould pay him a Spiricual Wor- 
ſhip, abſtracted from Matter, and all choſe Ob- 
ſervances which were only proper for the Infan- 
cy of the Church ; independant from Circun- 
ſtances of Time, Perſons and Places ? Whether 
It be, that God, filling all the World with the 
Immentſity of his Being, is no longer ro be Ador'd 
at Jeruſalem or Guerezin only ; or whether it be, 
that, being a Spirit, he 1s not rightly Honour'd by 
the Oblartions of Bulls and Goats. He neither 
eats their Fleſh nor drinks their Blood; or whe- 
ther ir be, that which way toever you look upon 
theſe forts of Worſhip, they have no Relation or 
Correlpondence, nor any way ſure with rhe na- 
ture of Godz and ro ſpeak properly, axes no 
more then ſhadows or Types of the True Wor» 
bip which God requires. This is the Sence of 
theſe words; and there needs no more to be 
LS 8 convinc'd 
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convinced of it ther to read whar goes before. 
Bur we muſt not cortclnde from rhence that God 
is farisfy*d with the Adoration of the Hearr,while 
the Body lies proftrate ar rhe Feer of a falſe De- 
ity. This is not a Worſhipping God in Truth, 
bur a Dividing his Advrarton, by bequearhing 
the Inward worſhip ro God, and the ontward 
Reverence to ſome other Object. For Truth is no 
ofher then rhe Conformity of Ourtttde and Infide. 
He rhar has the O:zward Formality withonr rhe 
Inward Sinceriry is a Hypocrite ; and he who 
ſays he has the Inward withont the' Exretiour 
Reality is a Lyer. 

The Second Objection is drawn from what 
St. Paul ſays in bis Epiſtle to the Romans,Chap.1 4. 
v.22. Heaft thou Paith, have it to thy ſelf before 
Ged. 

Ryrt there needs no more then rto- read” that 
Paags with artention, and ro examine whar 
voliged rhe Apoſtle ro hola” thar Argnment, for 
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any Man ro apprehend, that he ſpeaks, rhete, of 
the Relicf and Fairh of a Believer, rthar Jeſus 
Ciriſt las {er us ar full Liberty - that he has abo- 
It'd the diftiuiction of Days ani Mears, rhar 
was oblerved under the Old Covetranr. St. Paz! 
therefore means, thir f we find oor fclves in 
Company with weak People, who would be ſcan- 
dalired to fee ns rake our fitll Liberry, it would 
be berrzr to abtzin from the Ute of thote things 
v:hich | t:s vermifred us, to referve our 
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to conclude, that the ſame Condudt is to be ob- 


ſery'd in Things, the uſe of which is fo far from 
being Indiffexent, that i: is abſolutely neceſlary ; 
and ſuch -as Jelus Chrift recommends ro us with 
fo much Care 5 threatening us, withal, with-E- 
ternal Puaiſknent if we neglect 'em. If thar 
Conſequence were 40 be drawn from the words 
of St. Paul, how- comes it to pals that he exhorts 
us to make Confeflion with our Mouths unto 
Salvation, and ro lay down our Lives tor the 
Goſpel 2 Certainly if ir were {ſufficient ro have 
faita.in, the heart, there wauld be no _necetiiry 
of doing good Works. Contrary. wo the laying 
of St. Fames,' C2. V. 14. Hat deth it profit, 1: 
Brethren, though a Man ſay he hath Faith, and ha: 
not Works ? can faith ſave bim? I can hard'y 
think it worth while to refure here the Arg: 
ment which they draw frem another Pailige of 
St. Parl, where he exhorts that Men ſhould ma'cc 
Supplications in all places. For he muit be 
blind who underitands not, that the Aim of 
S.Paul is only to oppoſe thote Perſons,who thought 
the Virrue and Efficacy of Prayers depended up- 
on the Quality of the Place where thev were 
made. Ir was a general Error of the Pagans, 
and the People of T{-ae! made a Great Diſtincti- 
on berween Places; in purſuance of what God 
had ſaid, rhat he would make choice of one cer- 
tain place to fix his Name there. The deſign of 
St, Paul therefore is to teach us, thar Jeſus Chritt 
had aboliſhed rhe Mofaic Pedantifm ; that there 
was no longer any diftin&tion ro be made of Pla- 
ces for Divine Worſhip, in regard there was no 
Corner of the World that was not fill'd with the 
F 3 Prelence 
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Preſence of God, and where he did nor favou- 
rably hear our Vows. But ſo far was he from 
pretending that it ſhould be inferr'd from thence, 
that he forbirls all Communion wirh Id6laters. 

The wird Objection is raken from rhe: 6th 
Chaprer of Baruch, v.5. and from a Lerrer which 
they 'pretend that Feremy wrote to thoſe that 
were to. be carried away Captive ro Babylor. 
When. you ſhall be enter'd into Baby/on, you 
ſhall remain there ſeveral Years, and a long 
Lime, even till Seven Generations: Neverthe- 
!ci:: after thar, I will bring ye back in'peace. 
4 Nev you fuall ſee'ar Babylon Gods''of Silver 
*.and "Wood which: ſhall be carried upon. Mens 
Shoulders, and which ſhall terrifie the Nations, 


ike thoſe Strangers, and that ye be not ſeiz'd 

with the tear of thoſe Gods, when you ſhall 
behold the People before and behind, thar ſhall 
* adore 'em; bur ſay in [your hearts, Lord, ir 
is thou- alone that art ro be adord. 


Ky 
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Tn anſwer to this Argument, I will not exa- 
rine wherher the Book be Canonical or no ; 
rho all Men agree, -that the Jews never look'd 
»pon 1t to be Aurhentick. Thar Meliton,Origen, 
Sr. Hilary, Gregory Nazianzene, and Epiphanins, 
make no menrion of it, and 'that St. Ferome ex- 
prefly rejects ir, in- his'' Preface upon” Feremy. 
'Tis not my buſineſs here to diſcuſs that Que- 
tion, any farther then as it contributes to- refute 
rhe Miſtake of our Adverfaries. For it ſays ex- 
preſly, Take he2d of Conforming in any ' manner 
whatever: to. Strangers. Would: he. have ww 
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Take heed rhar ye become not in- any manner _ 
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bled himſeff with any ſuch Exhortation, had it 
veen lawful for the People withour, offending 
Go, ro proſtrate themſelves before - the Gods 
of Gold and Silvey, only ſaying in their Hearss, 
Lord, it is thou alone who , art-.to be ador'd ? 
The enjoyning us to ſay in our Hearts, that God 
is only to be adord, is that a Permiſſion -to . 
Worſkip any other but Him 2 And the Profſtra- 
ting. our ſelves before an Idol, only ſaying whar 
Feremy commands us, is not that a Perfect Con- 
demnation of, our ſelyes* The Meaning therer 
fore of that Holy Prophet is only-to inſtruct us, 


. that -when we” behold 'Idolarers Worſhipping a 


Counterfeir Deity, if ir be not convenient boldly 
ro Rebuke their Idolatry, for fear of raifing Sec- 
dition, it behoves us at leaſt ro Condemn it in 
our Hearts, without imitating their Conduct, or 
the praiſe of thoſe who behold with delighs 
the Pomp -and Magnificence of  Idotattous Wor- 
ſhip. . | | 


Laſtly, They make uſe of what St. Petey ſaid 
to. Cornelius, and which we read. in the t oth Chap- 
ter of the As, Of a Truth, I. perceive that God 
is no reſpefer of Perſons; But, in) every Nation 
he that feareth him and worketh Righteouſneſs, .# 
accepted with him, Bur: that Man muſt very 
unfortunately deceive himielf, who ſees not that 
St. Peter means no other Thing, bur that he per- 
ceived that Salvation was no.longer peculiar tg 
the Nation of the Jews; that it was no longer 
Neceſſary ro be of the, Poſteriry of Facob ac+ 
cording to the Fleſh, for. a Man to be accepr 
ted with God; and that there was no longer 
| E'4 _ any 
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any Diſtinction between rhe Few and the Greek, 
the Scxthian and the Barbarian. 

This is the ſenſe of thoſe Words, Bnr it is 
not to be thence inferr'd, that a Man may be ac- 
cepted with God, ler him be of what Religion 
he pleaſes. Had Sr. Peter had any ſuch rhoughr, 
would he have taken ſo much pains ro Converr 
People ro Chriſtianiry > Or have expoſed him- 
{lf ro the ill will of his whole Nation. Saint 
Paul holds the ſame Argument as Saint Peter, 
Rom.I1o. V. 12, 13. but he had ſaid before, thar 
with theMouth Confefſion is made unto Salyartion. 
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CHAP. XYIL 
An Anſwer to the Examples brought from 
Nicodemus, Naaman, and St. Paul. 


E have feen the Paſſages of which our 
Indifferent Men make ule 3 now ler 
us examine the Examples which they 

bring. | 
4. They propoſe to us the Examples of Zacha- 
w Elizabeth, Simeon, St. Fobn Baptiſt, the Bleſſed: 
irgin, and Chriſt himſelf, who ofcen 1ntermix'd 
themſelves with the Congregations of the Jews, 
tho they were very Corrupr, and obſeryed the 
Ceremonies of the Las ur it 15 apparent that 
theſe Examples prove nothing of what they pre- 
trend to. I confeſs, that Zachayy, that Elizabeth,&c. 
intermix'd themſelyes with the Aſſemblies of the 
Jews, becauſe ir was the will of God that they 
ſhould pay him their Homage due in his Tem 
- p P e, 
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ple,and that there was no command as yet to ſepa- 
rate from the Communion of the Jews. They 
oblery'd the Ceremonies of rhe Law, becauic 
rhoſe- Ceremonies were not then abolithed. Jeſs 
Chriſt was nor yer aſcended into Heaven. "Then 
wherefore ſhould they nor intermix themſelves 
in the Aſſemblies of the Jews ? The Law of Moſes 
was there read every Sabbath-Day ; they read 
the Prophets; they offer'd rhe Sacrifices which 
God had. ordain'd ; there-was no Idolatry in the 
Worſhip; they ador'd no other God there bur 
the God of Iſrael. The Scrib.s ard Phariſees 
conſtrain'd no Body to believe their Expoirtions 
of the Law : They could diftinguiſh the wholiom 
irue. Dactrine trom the Traditions of Fatlie 
Teachers; and beware of their Leav'n, as Chriit 
exhorted: his Diſciples. Ler 'em now examine 
whar reaſon they have to bring theſe Exam -»!cs, 

a. I hey propoſe ro us theExample of Nicodemss, 
who rh0- he were throughtly convinc'd.ot the u- 
Qrine of Jetus'Chriſt durtt nor give him, a vitic in 
Pablick,tor fear of being expell'd the Synarogne; 
and the ſame thing is reported of Fe/cph of 11 imer 
thea. 

Now upon this ExamplelT obſerve three things. 
The Firit is, that tho Nieedemus, and Foſepb of 
Arimathea did nor openly take rhe Part of [efus 
Chrilt, yer vhey never intermixed in any Sociecy 
which God had forbid 'em. 

The Second thing is, that Nicodenuts, Foſ-p>, 
and others, who did as they did; are extreamly 
blam'd- in Scripture, Fobn 1 2.42. Newerthel:ſ3 a- 
wang the Chief Rulers alſo many believd'an bim 3 
but beoauſe of the Phariſees they'diat nos cane [5 13m, 
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lit they fkould be put out of the Synagogue ; for they 
loved the Praiſe of Men more then the Praiſe of Goik 

The Third thing. is,that Nicodemw oppoſed the 
Reſolution which rhe Phariſees -rook againſt Jeſus 
Cit ; that Foſeph would never” give hisconſenc ; 
and that both. the one and / the other, no longer 
diffembling their Thoughts, ar a Time when the 
Apottles themſclves forlook Chriſt, and that rhe 
one deny/'d him, the other had betray'd him, 
openly demanded his Body, and cauſed ir to be 
honourably buried ; having the Courage to 'con- 
feſs him Dead,whom they durit not confeſs when 
he was alive. 

After theſe three Remarks, let us compare our 
Iadiferent Men with thoſe Illnftrious Jews. Nico- 
deras never intermix'd with any forbidden Af- 
lembly. Our Indifferent Men beheve they may 
0 & and yer commit no Crime. -Nicodemus 

td Foſep beftow'd a Publick Funeral upon our 
7 ord Jeſus, and oppoſed rhe Countels which the 
Pharijegs rook together in Combination againſt 
him, Burt our Indifferent Men are aſham'd ro 
{»-ak for the Truth, or ro uphold the Cauſe of 
je!us Chriſt, 

So that' if Nicodemus and Foſeph are blamd 
by vt.Fohn, at a time when they durſt not openly 
confe's Jeſus Chriſt, judge how much more Cri- 
minal cur falſc Nicedemites are, whole know=- 
ledge is much greater then that of rhe Jews, 

They Object m the Third Place, rhe Example 
of Nzaman the. Syrian, who underitanding the 
Tre God, forbore not however from enrring 
i:z0 the Temple of Rimmon, when his Maſter 
ver thither 0.pay hits Devotions 5 and they 

prerend 
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pretend chat Ekſba the. Prophet gave him leave 
ro comply with the King's Worthip in Proſtrating- 
himſelt as he did. | | 

In Anſwer-to this Example, I make theſe Re- 
flexions following, 

I. That Naaman never demanded of the Pro- 
phert that he might. be permitted to diilembie kis 
Religion-before the King of Syria, On the other 
fide he yow'd, and promiled that he would +S$4- 
crifice, to no other Deity but the Erernal: God, 
2. Kings, 5» 17+ Shall there not then, T /pray thee, 
be given to thy Servant two Mules Burther of Earth: * 
For thy Servant will henceforth offer neichoy biiyicgn 
Offering, nor Sacrifice unto any other Gods, but wun- 
to the Lord. _ 

The Second Reflexion is, that Naaman made 
but only one Requeſt ; nor. ro enter into che 
Temple of Rimmon when, he pleated, for that 
had been a piece of linpiety 3 but oaly that ic 
might not be impured'to him for a Crime if hz 
bow'd in the Houſe of Rimmon, when iis Maker 
went to Worlhtip there, and lean'd on his ban. 

Theſe rwo Reflexions already ihew- the Ditie 
rence between the Condu&t of our Indie; 1 
Men, and. that of Naaman. Noam openly de» 
clared, thar he ſerved the God of 1/rac!, and tha 
he would ſerve none bur him. And there 5 
no doubt bur that he proteſted the fame chizg 6 
his Maſter, when he relatgd to bim the Viiricie 
of his Cure. Bur our Irdifferewe Mer. bekieve, 
thar for their betrer Security, they may. prote is 
the ſame Religion with Idolarers ; and by coule- 
quence may have another Object ot their Wor- 
ſhip then God, when they are ainong Pcople wh » 

* belieys 
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believe that another ſort. of Religions worſhip 
may be. paid to any other Deity. Naaman only. 
defired that he might be permitted ro ferye. his 
Maſter as he was bound in duty tro do; bur 
our Indi/fferent Mex require, that they may- be 
permirced to difſemble without any other reaſon 
then for their own Convenience and Profit, 

Naaman is extreatmnly troubled in Conſcience 
abour paying this Civil Service to his Maſter, 
and begs Pardon of God, as being afraid of com- 
mitting a Sin, His Conſcience had ſach an Ab- 
horreney of Idolatry, that he could not brook 
any thing which had the leaſt Aﬀinitry with ir. 
Bur our Indifferent Men make no ſcruple to give 


themſelves that Liberty which he denied: himſelt; 
and believe they may do- that wirhour offending. 


God, which Naaman never did ; the' Naaman 
was bred up in Idolatry, and had no other In- 
ſtruction then whar he received from his Cure 3 
whereas our Antagoniſts clearly know the wall 
of God ; which will not permit us to doubr, bur- 
that- Naaman will riſe -up in Judgment againſt- 
'em, and that they will undergo ſevere Punifh- 
ment. 

Bur. in regard our Indifferent Men infiſt- very 
much upon Naaman's deſiring that God - wonld 
pardon him, if he proftrated himlelf 'in the Tem- 
ple of Rimmen, when the King his Maſter lean'd 
upon his Hand, and 'upon Elife's anſwering 
hin; go #n Peace ; as if by thoſe words he gave 
I #11 leave ro do as he defired, "tis nccetlary ro 
evlerve in this Place, 

i, Thar the Terms-in the Origina! may be: 
undcritoud, as if Naaman, after he hid 1nade a 
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Vow, never from thence forward to Worſhip or 
ſerve any other then the True God, had deli- 
ver'd' himſelf in this manner. I beg of the Lord 
to pardon this thy Servant, That when my Maſter 
enterd into the Houſe of Rimmon to proſtrate 
himſelf there, and that when he lean'd upon my 
Hand, I alſo proſtrated my ſelf ; for that T ſay, 
let the Lord pardon me. Reading it in this man- 
ner, there is nothing of Difficulry in the Story 
in regard that according to this Verfion, he begs 
Pardon'for what is pa{(s'd, bur not for what is 
ro Come. 

2, That Eliſha by thoſe Words, go in Prace, 
gave no Permnitfion to Naaman ; he only diſmiſs'd 
him with: that ſame Complemental. Form of 
Speech - which was then in uſe among the He- 
brews. 

3- That tho thoſe words of the Prophet ſhauld 
imply a Permiſſion, ic would only relate tothe 
Requeſt that Naaman had made. The Syrian 
had only demanded cf Eliſha, whether. he could 
not give. him two Mules lading.of Earth of the 
Holy. Land ; and after that, he had . begg'd- of 
God, that. he would- pardon. him, if the King 
leaning upon his Hand,. he ſhould happen-to pro- 
ſtrate himſelf rogerher with him, in the Temple 
of Riwmon, Elifba therefore an{wers to the Firſt 
demand, but-not-ro the Se:cond. 

4. T hat tho the. Words ſhould include rhe Pro- 


' | *phers permittion, we ow ght nor 10 conclude from 


thence, thar a Man ms.y be an Idolater, and yer 
reſerve his Heart mw.aculare for Godl. For thar 
was not the Thing vvhich Naaman deiird of rhe 
Prophet ;, and tho. the Prophet had granted it, 
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nevertheleſs we never ought to do it. | Becauſe 
it is certain, that, God has exprefly forbid Idola= 
try, and whatever has the leaſt Relation to it;-1ſa 
that, -if not only a Prophet, bur all the Angels of 
Heaven ſhould ſay the contrary, we ought to 
look upon-'em as Anathemas. All that we are 
ro infer from thence is this, That they who ſerve 
Princes are permitred ito be preſent at. the Ce- 
remomes of their. Maſters Religion, when the 
Dary of their Employment obliges 'em to pay 
'em any Service. And this.is . that which Valen- 
tinian did, in compliance with the Emperor Fu- 
lian, when he enter'd into the Temple of For- 
tnne 3 and what in the laſt Age the Ele. of Sax- 
oxy did, in reſpect of the Emperor Charles the V; 


\ I add to theſe, Reflexions, 


1. Thar there is ijome Reaſon to doubr, whe- 
ther we may be allow'd to practiſe under the new 
Covenant, whar might be tolerated, under the 
Old, in a poor Pagan, whoſe Krowledge was 
very ſmall, and who had had no other Inſtracti- 
on, bur what the Prophet had given him-in his 
Familiar Converſation. But we may be thought 
to be obligd to greater- Duties 3 We; that have 
been bred in the School of Chriſt, and are en- 
viron'd with ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes, who ra- 
ther choſe ro dye a thouſand times, than ro do 
any. thing that mighr be ill interprered. 

2. That No Man ought ro do that which 
Naaman did, in deſpite of his Conſcience. 

3. Thar if any one be oblig'd ro 'do it, he 
ought not to give any occaſion for others to be- 
lieve that he approves what is done in a falſe 

Religion, 
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Religion. Quite the contrary, he ought ro ler: 
the World ſee; that he dereſts ir, and abhots the 
Errors, the Worſhip, 'the MyRteries and Cere- 
raonies of it. - This is thar' which Valentinian 
did. For -Theodoret obſerves, that one day as 
he was attending upon Julian to the Temple of 
Fortune, he gave a good Cuff to the Verger that 
ſprinkl'd the Holy Warer upon all that enter'd, 
becauſe 'he” obferv'd that'a drop of Water had 
fall's upon himſelf; -and cry'd our aloud, that he 
was contaminated thereby, inſtead of being pu- 
rify'd.” Which ſo proyoked the Emperor, that 
he baniſh'd Valentmmian: Bur he remain'd nor 
long in exile ;3 for within a year, and ſome few 
Months afterwards, he became Maſter of the 
Empire himſelf. a hy 

Laftly, I coriclude, that it is much the ſafer 
way to renounce all thoſe Employments, then ro 
engage our velves in Actions contrary to our 
Belief 5 and* rhart it's berrer ro quir 'em, then 
to ſcandalize our Brethren, 

Is the Fourth Place, rhe Example of St. Paul 
is objected,” who as he reaches us himſelf, 1 Cor. 
9. 20; 21, 22, And iinto the Fews I became a Few, 
that 'I might gain the Fews ; to them that are un- 
der the Law,- as tmder the Law, that I might pain 
them that are under the Law ; To them that are 
without Law,es without Law ( being not without Law 
to God, | but under the Law to Chriſt) that I might 

ain them that are without the Law. To the weak 
| 994 I as weak, that T might gain the weak; EF 
am made all things to all Men, that I might by all 
means ſave ſome. Afﬀrer ſo fair an Example ſer, 
who is; there, ſay- they, who would ſcruple ro 
conform 


4, 
conform to the Times, to the Place where he 
Eves, and the Perſons with whom be converles. 
I Anſwer, that no Body denies, but that we 
ought to conform. ro Time, to- Place, and. Per- 
ſons 3 provided we do nothing againſt our Con- 
ſcience, and that we acquir our ſelves of thele 
Duries which the True Religion exacts from us. 
We ought to conform with Time and Place in be- 
raking our ſelves to flight, when we are perle- 
cared ; to quit our try, and change our 
Habitations, till, like Foſeph , Mat. 2. we un- 
derſtand, that they who ſeek our Lives are dead. 
We ought ro comply with perſons, ro avoid the 
expoling of Holy things ro the Prophane, and 
giving occaſion of ſcandal' ro the weak. Thus 
St. Paul became a Jew to the Jews, obſerving 
thoſe Ceremonies among 'em, which were nor 
contrary 10 the Chriftian Faith, by. circumciling 
Timethy, and cauſing himſelf ro be ſhaved ar 
Cenchreas, He was under the Law to thoſe that 
were under the Law, in abſtaining from thoſe- 
Cesemonies that might offend the Gentiles. 
Laftly, he became weak to the weak, by com- 
lying with their Inficmities. Read upon this 
© abject, Rem. 14.15, 1 Cor, 8, Bur that Holy 
Apoitle never praCtis'd any bale or treacherons 
compliances with any body, only he became all 
things 10 all Men, in things Permured and In- 
different 3 you may Judge by his manner of. re- 
proving. S:. Peter, who trode nat atight, but cony 
#rand wie Geniules to Fudaize. Gal. 2, 14. What 
then can our Antagonitts prove from hence ? Ler 
"Em become all rhings to all Men, like $7. Pay/, 
we will gever blame cm. But does it fullow 
trom 
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from thence, that we may embrace all Religions, 
abandon the True one, and profeſs a Falle one ? 
like that ſame Ecebolus, who was ſomerimes Or- 
thodox, ſometimes Arrian, ſometimes Pagan. 
God preſerve us from any ſuch thoughts. Had 
St.Paul been of our Indifferent Men's mind, would 
he have undergone ſo many Afﬀitions ; expos'd 
himſelf ro ſo many dangers ; would he have 
ſ\ufferd himſelf tro be loaded with ſo many 
Chains; or would he have dy'd by the hand of 
the Common Executioner ? No, without doubr, 
There was nothing more eafie for him then 9 
have avaided thole bitter and continual Perfecu- 
tions. He need have done no more, then ro 
bave extolled Moſes to the Jews 3 Fupiter, Mer- 
cury, and the reft of their Counterteit Deities to 
the Pagans ; and thus he would have pleaſed all 
But then he would not have taught Jeſus Chritt, 
He preaches him up every where, tho they threa- 
ten. him with a thouſand Torments, in the Are- 
opagus at Rome, among the Jews and Gentiles ; 
never diflembling his Sentiments : So far from 
being aſhamed of the Goſpel of his Divine Savt- 
our, that he Preached him both boldly and pub- 
lickly, and made it his chixteft Glory to to do. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


An Anſwzr to ſome Reaſons which are brought 
by our Antagoniſts. ' 


UR Indifferent M:n make ſome Objeti- 
ons alſo. In the firſt place they pur the 


geſtion, whether God caanor fave Peo- 
ple of all forrs of Religions ; eſpecially ſach as 
confels Jeſus Chriſt, and acknowledge him 'to be 


the 'Son of God. the Promiſed Meſſiah, Crucify'd, 


Dead, and Riſen from the Graye. This Quefti- 
on is Ridicalous ; for the Buſineſs in Diſpute is 
not what God can do, nor ſhall we undertake ro 
ſer Bounds ro his Infinite Mercy. But we can- 
not believe that he will fave thoſe thar depart 
from a Pure Communion ; who abjure his Truth; 
who make publick  Profefiion of doing Things 
which they do nor believe, and who Die unre- 
pentant in thar ſad Condition. God has fo clear- 
ly Explained himſelf in this matter, that he muſt 
willingly ſeek his own Deſtruction, that flatrers 
himſelf re obtain Mercy. and follows the Foor- 
fteps of our Ind:fferent Men. 
Bur fay they in the Second Place, is it not a 
hard Call ro be deſpoil'd of our Eſtates, to be 
deprived of our Honours, and Conveniencies of 
Life, to be Baniſh'd, ro renounce our Pleaſures, 
to live in a Comfortleſs and lonely Deſart, to be 
confin'd to-a Dark and Loathſlom Dungeon, and 
to die cruelly by the hand of the Hangman ? 
I grant that this is all unpleaſing ro the Fleſh, 
Bur do they not find that God ſufficiently recom 
. pences 
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pences thoſe who ſuffer for his ſake > That he 


gives *em his Heaven, and gave 'em himſelf. 


' Whatever the Sufi 'rings are ro which the Lord 


Jeſus expoſes his Believers and his Members, are 
they comparable-to whar he ſuffer'd himſelf to 
purchaſe our Salvation ? Or is there any Propor- 
tion between them and rhe Recompence which 
the Mercy of God beftows upon us; between 
the Mileries of this Life, and thoſe which we 
may juitly be afraid of afrer Death ; between 
the Bleflings which it is in his Power. to bereave 
us of, and thoſe which he has prepared for us ; 
between the falfe. Pleaſures which we are re- 
quir'd ro renounce, and the foljd Pleaſures which 
we hope to enjoy 3 berween the Honours and 
Dignities which we quir in this World, and 
thofe Erernal Glories tro which we are d ed? 
'T'is a hard caſe to be perſecured, crys the Fleth ; 
bur is it: not a happy thing to be favour'd of Gad, 
to be at: peace -in: our Souls, to be affur'd of the 
Love of the Father of Heaven, ro be Heirs of 
an Eternal Inheritance, to wear one day a Crown 
of Life, and to enjoy an endleſs Feliciry * "Tis 
a hard caſe ro live in Adverfity ; bur 'is jt not 
infinirely more redious for a Man to bear abour 
him his Accuſer, his Witneſs, his Judge, and 
his Executioner ; ro be gnaw'd by a Worm 
that never Dies, and ro enjoy no Repoſe? It is 
a terrible Thing to be reduc'd ro rhe Condition 
of Lazarus ; bur it is much more dreadful ro be 
caſt' headlong into Hell with the Wicked Rich 
Man, while Lazarw is receiv'd into Abraham's 
Boſfom. Ir is a hard Caſe for a Man ro lay 
down his Life ; but is/it not a happineſs to lote 
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it for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, ro the end we may live 
Erernally with him ? Whar is it which God re- 
quires of us, which the Devil does not exact * 
Zom. his Slaves, tho they never can expect other 
from him then Eternal Miſery ; and what we do 
not frequently do our ſelves upon wicked Im- 
pulſes, and to farisfie our Pafſions > I ſhall nor 
extend this Diſcourſe any farther : I only beleech 
God that our Indifferent Men and Libertines may 
ſeriouſly reflect upon ir. 
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CHAP. XLIX 


Againſt thoſe who marain, that we ought, to believe 
what the Magiſtrates will have us believe. 


Come now to thoſe who hold, that the So- 
vereign Law, which is to- be followed as 
well im. Sacred, as in Civil Matters, is the 
Law of Magiſtrates, and that every Thing is to 
be ſubjected to their Commands. This was the 
Sentiment of an Author famous once_in.England, 
and who bas ſtill but roo- many followers. He 
believ'd that the Ifraclites were bound to receive 
for the Law of God, whar Abrabam delivered ra 
'em for the Law of God ; and that the Publick 
Laws ſupply the Place of Conſcience to all Men. 
He ſaid moreover, explaining thoſe words of 
Mazt.1 0. 32. Who ſhall deny me before Men, Cc. 
Thar a Subject was not to be blam'd for re- 
nouncing Chriſt, if he were thereto: conſtrain'd 
by his Prince. I compare the Author of this 
Opinion to that ſame wretched Flatrerer, who, 
formerly 


% 
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formerly propoſed, in favour of his Prince, a De« 
claration importing, that nothing ſhould be look'd 
upon as juſt, bur what the King requird. 

Nor much unlike to this was thePraGtiſe of thoſe 
Herericks which a certaiu Philofopher upbraided, 
thar rhey ador'd not God, bur the Imperial Pomp, 
changing Opinions according to rhe Sentimenrs of 


tlat Prince under whom rhzy lived. This is an 


Impious Opinion, and it is very eafie to ſhew 
the Faiſhood of it. 

In a word, were there any Ground for this 
Opinion, there would be no longer any other 
Deity ro be acknowledged but the Magiſtrate, 


under whom we are born Subjects, and we ought 


nor to admit of any other Rule for the Conduct 
of our Lives, arid our Manners, then the Laws 
of Princes. Thetg would be no need of Irfor- 
ming our ſelves what God' has reveal'd to Men, 


-or what his Pleaſure is ; but what the Magiſtrate 
commands us. Wemulſt expound the Scripture ac- 


cording to the Sentimenrs of the Magiſtrates under 
whom we Live,and not as it expounds ir ſelf; as 
that Emperor pretended,who by an Edi ordain'd 
thar a certain Paſſage 0, Scripture ſhould be ex- 
plain'd according to his Senſe: We ought ro obey 
em'in deſpight of our Conſciences and the Light 
of Right Kealon 3 arid Daiel is extreamily tro be 
bland, who refus'd ro obcy the Impious Edicts 
of the Prince under whom he lived. Who can 
hear ſuch Diſcouries as this wirhout trembling, 
Befides, is it not ridicutous to think that Men 
are berefr of their Reaſon, and the knowledge of 
Good and Evi!, 16 foon as they lift themſelves 
a a Society, While that ſame Knowledge refides 


only 
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only in Sovereigns ; or that we ſhould be bound 
ro do that, which we know to be 2 din. 

Burt ſay they, does nor the Scripture command 
us ro obey the Magiſtrate ? 'Tis, very true, nor 
does any Body deny it, We-allſo farther believe, 
that we ought to be obedient ro higher Powers, 
tho they make profeſſion of a Contrary Religion 


to ours ; according to the Example not only - of 


the Apoſtles, bur alſo of rhe Fathers of the Church, 
and particularly of St. Cyprian, who being ac- 
cus'd for having conſpir'd againſt Ceſar,becauſe he 


was a Chriſtian, and the Emperor was a Pagan,- 


made Anſwer. We: Chriſtians are ſo far from 
Conſpiring againſt our Emperors, that we put up 
our Supplications every day for Cxiar, becauſe he 
# our Prince, alths he Worſhip other Deities then 
we do. Bur if we believe that it behoves us to 
obey Magiſtrates, we, add withal, that we are 
not bound to pay our Obedience to 'em, butin 
things which are not contrary to the word of 
God. ' We believe that we ought to give to Ce- 
far that which is Ceſars, but withal, that we 
on ro give ro God that which is God's, as 
Je us Chriſt inſtructs us. When the Law of the 
rice agrees with the Law of God, then we 
obey him wirthour Scruple; but when the Princes 
Law does not correſpond with the Law of God, 
we make no difficulty ro aflert, rhar it is a piece 
of Impiery to obey that Law, becauſe it is ber- 
ref to obey God then Man,. as the Apoſtle en- 
joyns us. What greater Afﬀront can be pur upon 
God, then to obey Men rather then Him, ro ob- 
ſerve Human Laws, and violare Divine Cam- 
mands, He is the King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords; 
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Lords ; When he opens his Mouth, he alone 
ought ro be hearkned to, and we ought nor then 
to heed what Men ordain, when it is contrary 
to the Command of our Great MaS$er. The 
Companions of Daniel were highly commended 
for refuſing to proſtrate themlelyes before the 
Starue - cf Nebuchadrez7ar, though that haughty 
Prince had ordained it under ſevere Penalties ; 
bur the Iſraelites are blamed for having followed 
Feroboam, and for having abandoned the Temple 
of the True God. This Doctrine has been al- 
moſt Univerſally received by all Chriſtians, and 
I could cite upon this Subject Tertul;an, Sc. Ame 
broſe, St. Chry/eſtome, It. Auſtin, &c. T he Popes 
Decrerals are in Expreſs Terms. 7f the Lord 


. Commands Things which are not Contrary to the 


Scripture, let the Servant be ſubjet to his Lord; 
but if be Commands things contrary, let him abey 
the Lord of the Soul, not the Lord of the Body, 
IF the Emperor commands what is good, execute 
the Command, if it be Evil, Anſwer, God is to 
be obey'd before Man. This 'is that which was 
practiſed by the Thebean Legion 3 if it be true, ar 
leaſt what ſome Authors haye written, all the 


| Soldiers of that Legion were Chriſtians. Now 
. afrer they - had paſsd the Alps, and. were ap- 


proaching near Maximian's Army, .they Under- 
ftood, that the Emperor, according tro Cuſtom, 
was reſolved ro make all his Soldiers {wear Al- 
legiance ro him, upon an Alrar Conſecrated to a 
Counterfeit Dciry, and that they were to rake 
an Oath contrary to. the Impulſes of their Con- 
ſcience 3 which having obliged *em ro draw off 
in a Body from the reſt of the Camp, Mere 
ent 
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ent his Commands ro 'em to come away and {a= 
crifice ro the Gods ;3 tro which Mamricius, Chief 
6f rhe Legion, Exuperus and Candidus, anſwered, 
in the name of all the reſt, That they were all 
ready to fight againſt rhe Enemies of rhe Empire, 
bur that they would never ſacrifice to falſe Gods, 
nor at againſt their - Brethren. Maximian, in- 
cens'd ar this Anſwer, causd the wholeLegion to 
be twice decimated, and every Tenth Man to be 
put ro death; bur ſeeing that would do no good, bur 
thar rhe Soldiers {till continued ſtedfaft in their 
Profeflion of rhe Truth, he ſent the whole Ar- 
my apainſt thar ſingle Legion, which ſurround- 
ing 'em on every fide, put 'em all to the Sword; 
And thus, with their Blood, they ſeal'd to thar 
Truth, That loſs of Life is to be preferr'd a thou- 
ſand rimes before ating contrary to the Light of 
a Man's Conſcience. 

Bur in regard the Truth of this Hiſtory is 
call'd in queſtion, I ſhall produce another which 


is beyond all contradiction ; which is the Story.. 


of Fulian's Soldiers. That Emperor had ſurpriz'd 


*enx by ordaining that ' they ſhould ftrow ſome" 


grains of Incenſc, before they received the Lar- 
geſl,. which he was about ro beſtow upon "em. 

ome of *em being inform'd of the Fraud, rhe 
reſt did innocently what was requir'd from 'em, 
bur being rod of the fault which they bad com- 
mirred, 'they were not contented to come and cry 


out in the publickMarket-place, Ye are Chr :ſtians;' 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord, we have not renounced thee. If 


our Hand has committed a Crime, our Will has not 
conſented ; Bur they came ro the Emperor, and 
with exalted Voices, Reſerve, ſaid they, our Gifiz 
for 
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for the Soldiers ; Sacrifice w to Feſus Chriſt who 5 
our Monarch ; Burn us in the Place where we have 
ftrew'd the Incenſe ; Cut off our hands that have c:- 
mitted ſo great a Crime, as to ſtretch themſclves out 
upon your Altars. Diſtribute your Gold to"thoſe who 
art not” ſorry for having received it : Feſits Chriſt 
# ſufficient for us, and ſupplies all our wants. After 
this, they patiently and joyfully ſuffered dearh, 
Fer one of them, except one who was par- 

on'd by the Emperor, but 'who was very ſorry 
that he. .had- nor the Honor: to abrogare his 
Crime by the ſame Martyrdom which his Compa- 
nions had undergone. 

Bur'ſay they, Does not Se. Paul Teach us, that 
we-ought ro ſubmir our ſelves to Prirtces,-not oh- 
ty for 'Wrath, bur alfo for -Confcience ſake. Tis 
very true; but itdoes not follow from thence, 
chat Princes or Magiſtrares have any right ovet 
the Conſcience, 'or that they have any ' Power to 
make us believe what they pleafe. No Body 
has'any Right over the: Conſcience, but only he 
that 'infuſed it into Men.This is that which has 
been'acknowledg'd in- all Ages. I conld eaſily 
ove it, would I but collect rogerher, what has 

written upon . this Subject. I could cire 

the Fathers of the Church, Tertulsan, Laftanting, 
$: Hilarie, and St. Athanaſius. I - could alſo cite 
ſeveral Councils, as the Fourth Council of Toleds, 
in the year 633. wherein there paſt a Decree'"in 
thefe words. As for the Fews, The Smod bas 
ordain'd that from henceforth, that no body ſhall be 
fore'd to believe. For God has compaſſion upon whom 
be wilhave 'mercy, and hardens whom be pleaſes ; 
and People are not to be ſav'd by force, but willingly ; 
G for 
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for the better obſervance of the outward form of Fur 
ſlice, For as Man loſt himſelf by obeying the Serpent 
willingly, ſo u he alſo Sav'd by believing, and turn- 
'u2 to God, when he calls him by his Grace, 
Perſuaſion therefore be made uſc of, and not violence, 
ro'inchine 'em to turn freely, and without any con- 
ftraint, and the Arch-Biſhop of Seville loudly con- 
demns that Prince, who had conſtrain'd by bs Pow» 
er, . thoſe that ought to have been converted by.Rea- 
ſen. To which , may be added that ſame Law, 
of which, :mention is made in the African Codex 
of Monſieur F«ſte!, by which every one is left ax 
his liberty, whether he will embrace the; Chri- 
ſtan Religion, or not. I could alſo quote ſeve- 
ral Emperors. For example, The Emperor Con 
ſtantine, who had defir'd that all his Subjects 
might be Chriſtians, without conſtraining an 
body. The Emperor Fowuarn, who is applaude 
for that he gave every.body leave to profeſs what 
Religion he pleas'd. The Emperor Falentinian, 
who let forth Laws, by which he gave Liberty 
to every body to profeſs the Religion wherein 
he was bred. "The Emperor Marcian, 'who int 
the Letrer which he wrote 10 the Archimandrit 
and the Monks of Feruſailem, He. will not bale, 
- ſays he, or drag any Perſon. whoever be be, into the | 
way of Truth, either by Toreats,or by Violenee ! 
and the Emperor Crnſtantin Pogonatus, who in his 
Letcer to the Biſhop of Rome, upon occaſion of the 
Sixth Univerſal Council, whici he call'd. art Com 
ſtant inoplc, expreſly fays,. Ye could invite and ex: 
hert all the Wrid, 50. amend themſeives, and wnite: 


Let] 


with the Chriſtians, but |'we. will . conſtrain wa bod 
'T is true;that Charlemazgne us'd violence towards 
rhe 
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the Saxons 3 bur his Conduct is blam'd be 4/ew7, 
his Tutor 3 as was alto rhar-of King-Chilperic, by 
Gregory the Firſt 5 and thar of King Siſebut in 
Spain, by the Council of. Toleds, Laſtly, I could 
cite the Pagans themſelves, who have been of the 
ſame-Opimion, [That no body +bas Righr over the 
Conſcience, and thar the: Will is not ro'be forc'd, 
as appears by what was written by ah Indian Phi- 
loſopher ro Alexander. Thy Friends adviſe thee to 
offer violence to the Indian Philoſophers : Thou mayſ? 
remove their Bodies from one Place to another, but” 
thou canſt /never farce their Minds, &c. There 5 n:0 
Prince or' King that can make us do any thing againſt 
over Hill. This is a moſt certain I ruth, and they 
who are. of another Opinion, talk againſt rhe 
Light of their Underſtandings. Thus M. Ze Bree, 
Counſellor of State, in his Treatiſe of the King's 
Sovercignty , diſcufling the Queſtion, Whether 
it be Lawful ſometimes to ditobey the King ? 
Anſwers, Thar in” matters of Religion there is 
no wavering to be admitred, berween the Fear 
of God and Man. Arid he alſo maintains; Þ har-in 
auſtere and barſfhi Proceedings, the Miſter of 
the Prince's Cruelties participates of his Crime ; 
and rhat a Judge who pronounces an unjuſt Sen- 
rence, refolving . upon - Injuſtice,  and- condemns 
the Innocent upon privy Signet Letrers, trant- 
es in. his Obedience; becauſe that being a 
efſenger of Juſtice, he never ought to abule ir, 
to. colour over the Fury and Iniquiry of a Prince, 
who borrows the Formalities of it. What think 
ye, was the meaning of S:. Paul, when he teaches 
us'thar we ought to. ſubmir-to Princes, not only 
for Wrath, bur alſo:for Conſcience ſake > No? 
G 2. other 


Err pur PUOIaj[23 OL, 


( 124 ) 


ether, withour queſtion, bur *thar we ought to 
ſubmit to the Higher Powers, in things which 
are not forbid by the Law of God, not only for 
Wrath. that is to. ſay, becauſe there is no refiſt- 
31g 'em withour' puniſhment, and withour.incur- 
ring their Indignation, but alſo for Conſcience 
iak2 5 that is, becauſe the word of God binds 
our Conſciences to it. For ff we allow any 
greater Latitude te the words, it muſt be ſaid, 
. that St, Paul meant, that we ſhould facrifice ro 
falſe Gods, if we liv'd nnder a Prince that ſhould 
c.mmand it. Which is that which no -Man dares 
pre{nme 16 ſay ; Since no-Man can be ignorant 
oi the Opinion of that faithful Servant of God in 
7's particular, We ſay no more of it here, be- 
canſe we have already ſpoken concerning ir. 
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CHAP. XX. 


Againſt thoſe who believe it ſufficient to live, ac* 
cording to the Rnles of Moral Honeſty. 


" Here are many People who believe it ro 
be ſufficient to live well, but that *rwas 
no great matter what they believ'd: that 

:1 was enough to reform their Manners, bur that 
there was no neceflity of tormenting a Man's ſelf 
about his Belief, and that he may be Sav'd in all 
S.ts, provided he abſtains from thoſe Vices 
which the Law of God and right Reaſon con* 
demn. Bur rhey who are of this Opinion, are 
groſly miſtaken; nor will it be a difficult rhing 
to evince 'em, 

Firſt, if it be ſufficient to lead an Innocent Life, 


wWuhourt ever troubling our ſelves what we ought! 
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to believe, tis a wonderful thing that Faith 
ſhould be ſo often recommended ro us, and thar 
. the Holy Men of God ſhould declare, that with- 
our it there is no Salvation. - Amend your Lives, 
fays Chrift, bur at rhe fame time, believe in the 
Goſpel. If thor betievſt, ſaid Philip ro the Eunuch, 
and he-Anſwer'd, I believe that Feſus 5 the Son 
of God, If thou confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord 
Feſns; and ſhalt believe ih thine heart, that God bas 
+4rs"d bim'from the dead,” chou ſhalt be ſav'd. Brut 
without Faith it '*x impoſſible 'to pleaſe him. Heb.1 r. 
6. He that believeth im him % not condenm'd ; but h- 
that believeth not is already cmdemn'd ; bec.ſc | c 
| has not believ'd in the name of the only b:outten of 
Ged. 'And this Faith is diftinguiſh'd from good 
Works;as' you' may find in the Epiftles to the R»- 
mans, the Glatians, and in other Places. T contels, 
that Faith alone withour Charity, is not {uffici- 
ent-ro-Save. Ths 1 ſhould ſpeak with the Tongue; 
of Men and Angels, if I have not Charity, I am (c- 
come as founding Braſs, or a Tink/ing Cymbril. A: 
tbo I have the Gift of Prophecy, and Underſtand 7 
Miſteries and all Knowledge, and thi I have al! 
Fazth, (that T could remove Mountains, and ht: 
a Charity, 'I am nothing, 1 Cor. 13. I confets 
alſo, that without Sanctification we carmo: tre 
God, -Heb. 12. Bur I averr, in the Firlt place, 
that there is no SanCtification, where therc is no 
Faith. *'Tis Faith thar purities rhe race. 
Secondly; "Thar Faith ought to have Charity tor 
its foundation, it ought to proceed; faith Sr. Pais, 
r Tim. 't. 5. From a good Conſcience, a pie Heart, 
and 'a Faith unfeigned. Faith is dead without 
Charity ; but there is no true Charity withour 
Faith, G 3 I 
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H. If it be ſufficient ro live morally well, I 
cannor conceive wherefore S:. Fobn 1 Epitt. cap:4. 
would have us try the Spirirs with ſo much care, 
to avoid rhe receiving all Doctrines that are 
Taught us, Beloved, lays He, Believe not every 


Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they are of God. 


And for fear left Men fhould think that examr 
nation of the Spirits., was recommended to 'em, 
only to try whether, they taught a ſtrict or looſe 
Morality ; the Apoſtle adds, That every. Spirit that 
confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt. s come in the fleſh, 
& uot of God; but ths s that Spirit of Antichriſt, 
&c. If no Man then can be of God,unleſs he con- 
feſs Chriſt come in the fleſh, certainly it cannor 
be ſufficient. re. live morally well, ro. be fav'd.s 
unleſs Men think they can obtain Salvation with- 
our being of God. Moreover, whence comes it 
thar the ſame Apoſtle in bis Second: Epiſtle, for- 
bids the Faithful to receive into their Houſes, or 
ro bid good - ſpeed to thoſe that bring not. the 
Doctrine of Chriſt ; for it appears that he {peaks 
of rhe ſame Seducers, who contelsd not that Je- 
fus Chriſt was come 1n the Fjeth, \Wherefore'is 
it thar hg would have. us. ſtand...{o ftziftly vpant 
our Gyards, when the buſineſs :9-Difpure- is-abpys 
the receiving a Doctrine, or - not rgceiving. uz!it 
ir were {ufficient for a.Man to correct his Man 
ners ro be Savd,. 

IH. I draw. a Third Argument fram hence; 
that the Dodtor of rhe Genziles chunders out Anar 
thema $ againſt. thaſe rhat-prels rhe opftrvarian. 
of the Moſaic Ceremanigs, tho.rhuy;ranefally: on 
joyn'd the practile of rhe Moral Law. Te ir ware 
{ufcienr rooblerve the Decalogue, wquld-Chri- 
ſtian Charity have alloy'd St, Pau! ro Anathetnar 

tize 
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tize People who believ'd'in Chriſt, only that they 
were zcalous of the Litw.- Acts 21. 26, and who 
were only for joyning Moſes to Fefas Chrr/t, the 
Ceremonies of the one, t6 the Goſpel of the other. 

IV. If this Opinion which we oppoſe were 
true, whence comes it thar the Scriprure condemns. 
the Unbelievers to Erernal Pains, Apoc. 21. 8. and 
that ir excludes Idolarers our of the Kingdom of 
_ Heaven,1'Cor.6..10, There can be no other Rea- 
| i {on given, bur only becaute that living Morally 
well, is. nor ſufficient for the obtaining of Eternal 
Salvation ;- but thar it behove$sus ro believe thoſe 
Truths which are Taught 'us, 

Fitthly, If Living according to 'the Rules of 
Moral Honeſty, were ſufficiegr ro bring a Man 
to/Heaven, [ would fain know the Reafon why 
the:Apoſtles rake io amach pains'to infliractPev- 
ple it the Truths of the Goſpct; why ds they 
keep:ſuch a ftir ro prove thar Chriſt is the Pro- 
miled Mcrfſiab, rhat They ſpeak of his ' Divinity 
and his Troſs, rwo rhings that equally ſtumbled 
both rhe Jews, and the Gentiles? Had. it. nor 
been ſufficiear ro have taught 'em Good Morality? 

Sixthly, Whence Gomes: w to paſs, thar 
Chriit and his Apoſtles ſo freq@enrtly cxhort us ro 
ſuffer. for the Fourth 5. and that fo many- perfons 
have ſuffered" \Nartysdom in 'Defence of the 
-Fruth, of which they might have been ignorang, 
if: we may beliwye' our Antagonifts, withour be- 
ig. deprived of Salvation. There would have 
been but very' few' Confeffors and? Martyts, had 
Moral Honeſty -been'!#{Kctent ro. bring. us to, E- 
terhal Felicity?! | 

To all theſe Proofs I add this Important Re- 
flexion, thar- w& draw. from rhe Fruths of the 
| G 4 Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, which -are propog'd to us to the end-we 
ſhould believe 'em, rhe. +moft'\ powerful. Morives 
'thar are able. to engage/us:-to Holineſs. - There 
is-nothing more, prevalent to- incline Men to San- 
Rikcation, then 0 make known to *emi a God 
that loves Men, to that Degree, as to give 'etn 
his only begotten Son : | 
dereſts Sin to that degree that he: rather choſe ro- 
expoke to Death his only Sor- m, whom. he. is well 
pleaſed, then: to leave Sin Unpuniſhed.' - A: God 
that rakes upon bim, Hyman Nature, and under 
that Narure, ſuffers a moſt Cruel Death'to-make 
an Atonement for the Sin of\Men, and ro farisfie 
Divine Vengeance, juſtly provoked againſt 'em, 
. Laſtly, A God, that penetrates into the 'moſt 
T = and vn per cer of the Heart, who 

to. raile. the Dead, and bring 'em ro be- 

fore his Throne, ro, give-.an.Account of ll their 
Actions. ; It: behoves us- therefore to: believe,” if 
we will live well; and-ro believe and live m_ 
if we intend to be Sav' d. 


— 


CHAP. XXL / 
18 $£v <1 


That the Opinion of Indifferency i Religions 4. þ 


has difpicaſed almoſt all” People, 


Here remains nothing move for me, but only 
to. Anſwer an Argument which 1s attribu* 
red, ro/the, King, of Siam and. which: we 

have cired already wn the Third, Chapter! ! © The 
<©* True God, ſaid he, who Created: the Heaven 
« and the Earth, and: alt the Creatures therein 
* contained, and who has given 'em Naturesand: 
+ * Inclina: 


a God: that abhors and ft 


—_ 
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© Inclinarions ſo differem, had he foopteaſed;. by 
" giving Bodies and Souls -alike 'wo:Men, could 
* have inſpir'd-into 'em the ..ſame; Senriments, as 
to what Religion cit behov'd 'em 10-follow ;and 
* have cauſed: ail Nations 't> agree and-unite 
© under .one and the ſame: Law. \Bur it feetns 


, © rhar Providence permits diverſity, of 'Seifts, be> 


* cauſe God rakes as much delight '. x0 be ho- 
* noared with different forts of Worſhip, and 
* various Ceremonies, as to be glorify'd 'by a 
* Prodigious Number of Creatures, the variety 
* of whole Beauty's 'Ger forth and Magnifies his 
* Infinite Pawer, -- * $512) | 
There are fome' People who ſuffer rhenvlelves 
to be dazled with this Argument 3 bur I beſeech 
'em ro conſider, that ir may be prov'd\ as well, 
that God takes pleaſure in -the Sins -which Mean 
Commir, For it-might be ſaid, -that;had God fo 
pleaſed, by giving co Men Bodies arw-S$ouls alike, 
he might have infuſed into *em the lame Senti- 
menrs for Vicue; bur that it ſms as if he 
permitted the one ro be Wiſe and Virtuous, the 
other to be very Vicious, becauſe he rakes delight 
in the variety of Humours and Inclinations. 
Now I am- apt to believe there are very few 
that would approve ſuch a Method: of- Arguing. 
To this fieſt Anſwer'' I-may add- rwo more; 
The firſt is, Thar there might be” ſomerhin 
Paufible in this firſt Argumenr'of the King * 
$iam, if God had nor really made known to 
Men what it was that he requir'd 'em to believe, 
and what they were to do. Bur we have proved 
that he has reveal'd it tu 'em, and that they need 
no more! then read- the Scripture with atrention, 
and without - prejudice, to underſtand which ts 
the True Religion. The 
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The Second :Anfwer is, That this Argument is 
grounded upon a falſe Principle, that God might 
have inſpired into all Men the fame Sentimenrs 


of Religion, had he not raken delight in Variety. | ; 


For God is not: bound ro make; himſelf known 
alike ro alt'Men. : He-1s abſolutely ar»his own 
Liberty m all-his: Warks. - They to-whom he has 
reveal'd hindelf ' have no more cauſe to magnihe 


themſelves then others ; and they from whom he | \ 


conceals himſelf, have no caule .to complain. 
Moreover, it is not to be- imagined from the 
Opinion which the King of Siam ſeems to have 
concerning Indifferency in Religions,': that"; this 
Sentiment dexives it ſelf ' naturally . into. 'the 
Thoughts of all Men. On: the other fide, ir would 
be eafie to prove, that tbe greateſt part of Reli 
gions have condemned it. 
The thing is; clear in reſpect of the Chriſtian 
Religion, nor js.there any need of. bringing: far- 
ther Proofs. ., The-Pagans were ſo fixed. to their 
Pld Opinions, that . one of the moſt ; Learned 
ters of Virg:! obſerves, that great Care 
was taken both- among the - Athenians and- rhe 
Romans, , thar no body introduced New Religi- 
ons. \For that Reaſon it. was, that Socrates was 
condemned. ar Athens, that.the Jews were expell'd 
Rome, and: that. the Books of Numa. were burnt. 
+» Feſephis reports; that the Athenians inflicted 
grievous puniſhments upon thoſe that introduc'd 
new. Deities, and durſt preſume ſo much as-to 
ſpeak - coy their Law. Diomſius of Halicar- 
xaſſus-aſlerrs, that not only the Greeks; bur alſo 
the Barbarians carefully preſery'd the. Religion of 
their- Anceſtors ; and the ſame; thing is; reported 
of the' Scythians and Perſians. Neverthelets we 
ve \ will 
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will not. deny, whar Socrates. ſaid, that it. was 
lawful far every Body jo ferve the Deiry, accor- 
ding to :the Cuſtom of; rhe Cquntry,- and' rhat 
Foreign Gods were often tranſported to Rome 
and Athens., Bur: give us leave to make theſe 
Three Remarks. 1. Thar the Teſtimony of $s- 
crates is of no Weight, becauſe he was Condem- 
ned at- Athens. 2. That the greateſt Part of 
thoſe Deities which. were tranſported to. Rome, 
were remay'd. out of the Cities which the, Ro- 
mans had Beſieg'd, and, were by the Prieft In- 
vited,: before the whole Army, to the Capital of 
all 1:aly, where. they ſhould have, as they ſaid, 
more Temples,, more Sacrifices, and more Ador-. 
ers. To; which we; may add, that they were 
therefore removed,. becauſe ;it was an Opinion a- 
mong 'em,,.. that all Places had. their | Tutelar 
Deities, and that they: could not take Cities, till 
after they had removed the- Gods thar protected 
*em. 3. Thar thoſe: Gods which were carried to 
Rome, Athens, and other Places, and thoſe thar 
were there Worſhiped, under the Character . of. 
unknown Gods, are ſufficient , proofs, that ſome 
Accideur. fetl our, of which: they believed ſome 
Deity , .that, was unknown ta 'em,_to be the Au- 
thor ; and make it appear, that the Romans were 
of Opinion, that the more Gods they had in rheir- 
Cities, the more Protectors they bad. - Bur from, 
thence ir does nor follow. that the Athenians and 
Rowaxs believ'd,..that all Religigns were Indiffes 
rent: For had they ſo thought, why, did they, 
perlecyre ſo. Cruelly the Chrittians and the Jews. : 
J: is certaig_ alſo, that, they . derided thoſe New 
Gods that were imrotluced, as appears by tte 
Comedics of Ariſtophanes. To whick 1 may acd, 
: that 
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cftit rhe Byaziry amiong'the Indians, who-are the 
Anciehr Brachmmans, believe that every Body mi 
be fave in his own Religion, provided he fo 
low exactly the way that Gud has ſhewed'him | 
= thar he ſhall be Damn'd,-if he purfues a 
other. 

. *As for the Mahometans; 'tis very true, that 
Mabomet ſeems 'ro fiyour Thdifferency th Religh 
ohs, while he fays in his A/coran, thar' every Man 
who lives well, who Worthips the tte God, and 
does good Works, wherher Chriſtian or Jew; 
obrains rhe Favour of his God. Nevertheleſs; 
"ris certain, thar in another place he afferrs, rhar 
rhe 'Law is the only way of Salvation, and or- 
daivs his Religion ro be eſtabliſhed inthe World 
5y. forces of Arms. Indeed it wonld-be a kind 
of” Wonder, that'the Mahometans ſhould think; 
that the Chriſtians could” be Saved, feting thar 
the Chriſtians” aver Mahomer to be an Impoſtor, 

and daily beg of God, that that ſame falſe Pro- I 
Fer may have no more followers, bur rhat* his {| # 

eligion may be roored from rhe Earth. More [/ 

over,”tis well known; rhat the Turks'openty con- | 21 

demn the Perſians. Which rhey would never do, || us 

if they thought all Religions were Tndifferent:*, fry: 
As for the Jews, the Thing is fo certain, that | 
he who queſtions it, muft never have read their 

Writings : For they continually curſe the Chriſti» 

ans,” and are fo obſtinately perſuaded of the | 

Truth of their Religion, nay more, Thar'ir is $ 'V 

the only True Religion in the World; that there 

have been ſeveral who have rarher choſen ro die, $104 
then Violate the meaneft precept of their Law, 
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